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òWhen they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together 

was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the 

word of God with boldness.ó (Acts 4:31) 

In a few weeksõ time, a significant event will be occurring 

within the life of The United Methodist Church and its peo-

ple. The General Conference of the church, the only body 

that can speak in an official capacity for the denomination as 

a whole, will meet in session April 23 ð May 5 in Fort Worth, 

TX. An equal number of lay and clergy delegates (nearly 

1,000 in all) from Annual Conferences throughout the United 

States and around the world will gather to pray, worship, fel-

lowship, consider and pass resolutions, and deliberate and 

vote upon legislation. One result of their work will be the 

publication of the latest revision of The United Methodist 

Book of Discipline ð the ordering and governing document 

of the churches of our denomination. 

The General Conference meets to do its work once every 

quadrennium (four years). While not generating the same 

level of media interest that surely will accompany the quad-

rennial Summer Olympic Games to be held later this year in 

Beijing, China, the General Conference does attract a certain 

amount of media scrutiny. The coverage, however, is usually 

limited to a very small portion of the Conferenceõs work ð 

nearly always covering a few contentious issues deemed to be 

controversial enough to be ònews-worthyó. Other work of 

the Conference that is of vital importance to us in the local 

church ð worship, Christian education, missions, evangelism, 
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administration, etc. ð tends to be ignored in the media reporting. A 

good resource for finding out about General Conference is the 

website: www.gc2008.umc.org. 

At last summerõs meeting of the Virginia Annual Conference in 

Roanoke, the lay and clergy members from the local churches se-

lected a delegation to represent Virginia at the Fort Worth gather-

ing. This group has been hard at work over the past year familiariz-

ing themselves with the different issues and items that are coming 

before General Conference this time. Please be in prayer for these 

and other leaders of our church during the weeks to come. May the 

power and leading of the Holy Spirit give direction to this repre-

sentative body in all faithfulness as they labor on our behalf to do 

the work of the Body of Christ. 

 

Grace and peace, 

David A. Goodpasture, D.Min. 

(Continued from page 1)  
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Birthdays 
 

Ruth Bootheð1 

Allene Grahamð2 

Mark Bammanð8 

Lois Chambersð8 

Polly McMillanð8 

Sarah Bravoð11 

Sara Laneð12 

Helen Simmonsð12 

Annell Winberyð12 

David Goodpasture-14 

Carol Cornishð14 

Bernadine Lesterð15 

Bryce Wadeð15 

Anne Lawsonð17 

Charlton McCoyð17 

Victoria Moranð18 

Kelsey Booneð19 

Justin Bowlerð19 

Otis Sutphinð27 

Betty Sturgillð30 

 

 

 

April 23ñMay 5 
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Church Projects completed thanks to 2007 Adopt-a-Day Response 

The $36,908.60 donated last year through the Adopt-a-Day appeal has enabled St. Paul to accom-

plish a number of maintenance and repair projects to church facilities as well as fund seven mission 

projects that our congregation partners with. 

All of the asphalt parking at the church was treated and weatherproofed: cleaned, refurbished 

with two coats of sealant, and restriped to its present pleasant appearance. 

The church parsonage (375 Robin Road) has benefited from extensive repairs to the exterior: flat 

portion of roof above house and garage was replaced with energy-efficient roofing; shingles on 

steep-pitched portion of roof replaced or repaired as needed; all exterior trim wrapped with alumi-

num siding or painted; two large trees in backyard overhanging the roof were taken down and the 

roots ground away; a smaller tree at the front was removed due to disease; original exterior light 

fixtures replaced. 

The church kitchen dishwasher has been restored to operation with the installation of a replace-

ment institutional-grade hot-water heater.  Several repairs and replacement parts were provided 

for the furnace and heat distribution infrastructure of the main church building. 

A portion of our Adopt-a-Day contributions were designated specifically for a project to build a 

church bus shelter/picnic shelter off the church parking lot between the Activity Building and 

playground. $5,000 is currently in place towards the realization of this future addition to the church 

property. Additional contributions are needed to move ahead with this project.  

Also, Adopt-a-Day provided funding support for: 

¶ MCEAP (Montgomery County Emergency Assistance Program) Food Pantry. 

¶ The Wesley Foundation at Virginia Tech ð our United Methodist ministry to and with VT stu-

dents. 

¶ UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) ð the UMCõs disaster-response ministry 

(domestic and international) to displaced persons and those effected by tragedy. 

¶ World Hunger ð an Advance project of the U.M. Board of Global Ministries addressing cir-

cumstances of acute need and projects for nutritional sustainability. 

¶ Ferrum College ð the closest of our seven United Methodist-related schools in the Virginia 

Annual Conference. 

¶ Henry Fork Service Center ð an outreach mission of the church to the children and families of 

the Henry Fork community of Franklin County. 

¶ Society of St. Andrew (SOSA) Potato Project ð uses volunteers to glean produce that would 

otherwise go to waste for distribution to front-line ministries and agencies addressing the prob-

lem of hunger in the USA. 
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Credit Union 

Sanctuary Roof Wind Damage 

The high winds that came through our area in February resulted in downed trees, downed 

power lines, and damage to a number of structures and dwellings. Our facilities at St. Paul 

did not escape the storm unscathed as nearly fifty shingles were blown off the sanctuary 

roof. Assessments of the damage by two different roofing contractors have determined 

that the sanctuary roof is at the end of its useful life and needs to be replaced before next 

winter. Therefore, the church leadership will be looking into the best options for 1)

reroofing the sanctuary in the near future and 2) financing the needed repairs. More infor-

mation regarding how St. Paul congregants can financially support this necessary expendi-

ture will be forthcoming as the project is developed further. 

Just reminding you that all members of 

United Methodist Churches are eligible for 

membership in the Virginia United Meth-

odist Credit Union.  The service is great, 

the rates are competitive, and there are ser-

vicing locations and fee-free ATMs located 

right here in Christiansburg.  For member-

ship information, contact them at (866)657-

0004 or on-line at www.vumcu.org. 

 

 

If you would like to have some baked 

goodies in your house, stop by on Sunday, 

April 13 for a youth bake sale.  Funds from 

the bake sale will go to the youth activity 

fund.  Weõre planning several events over 

the summer and into the fall, and weõd love 

every youth to be able to participate with-

out having to come up with all of the fund-

ing themselves.  Beginning that day and 

continuing until May 21, 

orders will be taken for 

cheese balls as well.  

They will be delivered 

on Sunday, May 25. 

Got Goodies? 
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Associated News 

Now that the celebration and fanfare of Easter seems over, now what?  Is that it?  Of 

course not.  The Living Christ is with us still.  And that is reason to get busy!  We are 

strengthened by the power of the Cross and the resurrected Christ to go and make disci-

ples.  As we look toward summer with a change in program, Vacation Bible School, and 

warmer weather, let us keep the spirit of Easter with us so that in all we do, we can do it for 

Christ.  Let each of us work our hardest to be as open and welcoming to those around us as 

possible, looking more through the eyes of Christ that loves and longs for 

each and every soul and less through our human eyes that tend to criticize 

and divide.  We truly have something special here at St. Paul, and the 

whole world needs to know it!  We truly have a joy of faith and a tremen-

dous ability to love each other, and there are so many right here in our 

own community that need that joy and love so badly.  We truly have the 

talents and abilities in this congregation to, if we work together, really make a difference.  

Let us strive for the mind, the heart, the Spirit of Christ in each and every action.  Christ is 

risen!  Christ is risen, indeed!  Praise be to God! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian  

ñThe Living 

Christ is with 

us still!ò 

Through Week 12 (3/23/08):   

  

 Operating Budget Figure to date:    $102,152.40 

  

 Collected towards Operating Budget to date:         $96,459.06 

  

 Status of Collections compared to Budget to date:    $5,693.34 (behind) 

2008 Giving Update 
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New Youth Website                             

Youth Update 

Both youth groups went snow tubing at 

Winterplace on March 15.  We took 14 

youth and adults, and had a great time.  

The weather was perfect, and the lines 

were short.  The Easter Egg Egg-

stravaganza went very smoothly and we 

were surrounded by children!  It was won-

derful to have the junior youth help pull 

off such a great event for the community. 

Coming up is Movie Night on April 11, 

continuing to provide a safe place to hang 

out on Friday night (with food, of course).  

We have routinely had 15 or more youth at 

these movie nights, including friends not 

normally part of our activities.  Congratula-

tions to Kelli Buhrdorf for winning the 

mall gift certificate for bringing the most 

new guests to Marchõs movie! 

Weõre excited about the youth at St. Paul 

and would love to have your help and sup-

port so that both groups can grow and be 

better than they already are.  If you have 

any ideas for the youth, please feel free to 

share them with the education committee, 

Pastor Brian, Jackie Buhrdorf, or Blake 

Owen.  Feel free to use the 

youth@stpaulvaumc.org e-mail address for 

any communication as well.  Weõre all ears! 

 

The youth now have their own website!  Youth.stpaulvaumc.org is now on-line and open 

for use.  This is the quick location for upcoming youth events and information about both 

of our youth groups.  Encourage youth not in our groups to check it out! 


