
Saint Paul United Methodist Church 

Phone: 540-382-2410 
E-mail: info@stpaulvaumc.org 
Web: www.stpaulvaumc.org 

St. Paulôs Pages 

APRIL 2009  





From the Pastorõs Study 

Inside this issue:  

Saint Paul United Methodist Church 

St. Paulôs Pages 
APRIL 2009  

Birthdays 2  

Nursery Help 2  

Press Release 3  

Military News 3  

Rent-A-Youth 4  

Fast for the Hungry 5  

Associated News 6  

Easter Cantata 7  

Upcoming Event 7 

Communion Offering 8  

Volunteers Needed 8  

Easter Evangelism 9  

Easter Tulips 9  

Stewardship Thoughts 10  

Youth Trip 10  

Egg Hunt 10  

UMW News 11  

Sunrise Service 11  

Java & Jesus 12  

Lay Speaking Event 12  

  

  

  

  

 

We are preparing now to enter into the most sacred time of the Chris-

tian year ï Holy Week. Observing the historic sequence of events un-

folding during the eight days from Palm Sunday to Easter is a practice 

that originated in 4th-century Jerusalem. Here at St. Paul UMC, I en-

courage you to join in proclaiming the events of our Lordôs passion, 

death, and resurrection through participation in the various worship 

experiences we are planning for the week. 

On Sunday morning, April 5th, we will observe Passion/Palm Sunday, 

the double name deriving from two ideas that are in powerful tension 

with each other: a triumphal entry of the palm-bearing procession into 

Jerusalem shouting ñHosannaò, and the sober realization that Jesus 

faces the gathering storm of human sin and death. 

At our Maundy Thursday evening service of Holy Communion (April 

9th, 7:00 PM) we relive with the disciples that meal on the very thresh-

old of Passover in which Jesus shared the bread and cup and uttered the 

words ñthis is my bodyò and ñthis is my blood of the new covenantò. 

The events of Jesusô passion and crucifixion are recounted through 

participation in the Christiansburg Community Good Friday service, 

Friday, April 10th, beginning at noon at Park United Methodist Church 

(306 Park Street). Sermons from seven different preachers of the Chris-

tiansburg Ministerial Association speak to the ñSeven Last Words of 

Christò from the cross as related in the Gospel of John. This approxi-

mately three-hour service combines liturgy, the reading of scripture, 

hymnody, and preaching to recount the events of Christôs self-

giving on the cross by which our salvation was won. Worshippers are 

encouraged to participate in any portion of the service or in its entirety 

as able. 

Easter Sunrise Service, 7:00 AM, Sunday, April 12th, is a community, 

ecumenical event held at Sunset Cemetery (South Franklin Street,  

continued on page 2 ) 
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Christiansburg). The inclement weather location is just across South 

Franklin Street in the Church of the Brethren sanctuary. Afterwards, a 

complimentary breakfast is prepared for you and your family by our 

United Methodist Men at 7:45 AM in the St. Paul UMC Fellowship 

Hall. Plan to come and join in the glad fellowship of the resurrection! 

Easter Sunday Worship, 8:45 and 11:00 AM, Sunday, April 12th. Stir-

ring music of chorus and brass announce Godôs victory over sin and 

death in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave. Witness to the 

central event of the Christian faith and join in joyful proclamation of 

the risen Christ, the Savior of humanity, exalted of God and Lord of 
all things. Bring a friend and share in the good news of the Gospel! 

May the blessings of God attend you as you walk with the Lord Jesus 

Christ the way of his cross and resurrection. 

Pastor David 

(Continued from page 1) 

 April 
Birthdays 

Ruth Bootheñ1 

Betty Semonesñ1 

Allene Grahamñ2 

Tempest Reedñ5 

Gary Sparksñ6 

Lois Chambersñ8 

Polly McMillanñ8 

Mark Bamanñ8 

Anna Burnsñ10 

Sarah Bravoñ11 

Sara Laneñ12 

Helen Simmonsñ12 

Annell Winberyñ12 

David Goodpastureñ14 

Carol Cornishñ14 

Bernadine Lesterñ15 

Bryce Wadeñ15 

Todd Altizerñ16 

Tina Sheppardñ16 

Anne Lawsonñ17 

Charlton McCoyñ17 

Victoria Moranñ18 

Justin Bowlerñ19 

Kelsey Booneñ19 

Otis Sutphinñ27 

Daniel Warrenñ28 

Charles Diricoñ30 

Betty Sturgillñ30 

 

 

 

Nursery Help 

The Staff-Parish Committee is compiling a list of individuals 

who would be willing to substitute in the nursery. Our nursery 

staff is very faithful in their attendance on Sunday, however 

sometimes a substitute is needed. Please fill out the form be-

low if you are willing to serve and return to the office. Use 

either the offering plate or hand deliver to the office. Thank 

you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

NAME_________________________________________ 

PHONE #______________________________________ 

Check one: 

Early Service_____________  Sunday School Hour________ 

11:00 service______________ 
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Press Release 

A unique musical event is coming to the area. Aris and Airs will be a joint performance featuring 

opera and a mix of Celtic and Appalachian traditional music. 

Robert Chafin of Hannover, Germany is a leading European opera singer with a beautiful tenor 

voice. Robert travels extensively, singing lead roles in operas throughout Europe. A native of Chris-

tiansburg, Robert will be performing concerts at the Taubman Museum of Art and Christiansburg 

High School to benefit the Montgomery Museum & Lewis Miller Regional Art Center. 

Appearing with Chafin will be the Appalachian and Celtic music group Celtibillies, lead by Jack 

Hinshelwood. The Celtibillies have entertained thousands of music fans since 1994 including those 

on their recent 10-day, 1500 mile tour of Alaska. 

Ticket availability April 17 performance at the Taubman Museum of Artñavailable at Montgomery 

Museum, Taubman Museum lobby or online at www.taubmanmuseum.org or ticket online: 540-

204-4122. The church bus will be going, leaving the parking lot at 5:00 pm. 

April 18 performance at Christiansburg High Schoolñtickets available at Montgomery Museum, 

Coffee Depot, or Smithmanõs. 

For more information contact:   Mary Ann Hinshelwood at 540/382-6402 or 

The Montgomery Museum at 540/382-5644.                 

Military News 

From Lisa Bassõ family support coordinator at the 287th Kansas Unit: 

There are quite a few soldiers in Iraq who are not receiving any mail from home. 
All it would take is a small package now and then and some òThinking of Youó 
cards. If you feel you can give a little TLC to a deserving soldier, e-mail Beth Arpin  
(bsarpin@cox.net) and she will hook you up. 
 
By the way, Henry just received those 6 boxes and hasnõt had time to open them. He prom-
ised to examine every item and share with his unit of 26 soldiers in Basrah. I included a 
note on who from St. Paul donated what. Henry promises that he or one of his soldiers will 
be sure to write to everyone who were so kind to think of and support them. 
 
Thanks, 
Lisa Bass 
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Rent-a-Youth for Spring Cleaning!  

Yes, it's time again for our annual youth mission project that has been so popular in the 

past. Beginning in April, you are invited to òrentó a young person, or several for that mat-

ter, to help with your spring cleaning. They are willing to babysit too if that helps. Their 

òpayó will go towards future mission projects and youth events. You will get your work 

done, the kids will get the experience of earning through hard work, our community will 

look better, and more mission work can be planned for the future. This coincides with the 

townõs annual spring clean up (April 4thñ18th), so itõs the perfect time to hire some of our 

energetic young people to haul stuff to the curb for collection. Sign-up sheets are available 

in the bulletin as well as below. You are also welcome to contact Amy Price at (250-0186) 

for more information. 

Rent-A-Youth Sign Up Sheet 

Name_______________________________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone_______________________________________________________ 

 

What you would like the youth to do: 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Please put in offering plate on Sunday when completed or turn in to the 

church office. 
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Fast for the Hungry in April 

The congregation and community are encouraged to observe a one-day community 

òWidowõs Fastó including donations to benefit MCEAP, the Montgomery County (VA) 

Emergency Assistance Program. MCEAP operates a Food Bank that feeds hungry people 

in our area. http://civic.bev.net/mceap/ The United Methodist Men of St. Paul UMC are 

promoting the event as a call "To share [our] bread with the hungry" and to care for the 

poor (Isa. 58:7).  

Fasting for a day helps us appreciate, in a small way, the hunger many of Godõs children 

endure every week. 

How do I participate? 

1. Read all the information below and follow the rules. 

2. Encourage your family, friends, co-workers, and others to join. 

3. Make your donation of at least $12 (representing the cost of one dayõs food) in a check 

payable to òSt. Paul UMCó and write òUMM Fastó in the memo area. Give your Donations 

to the Church Office, Todd Fitch, or Ken Paxton. 

What are the rules? 

1. Consult your Doctor if you have any questions about the health effects of fasting. 

2. On Wednesday, 15 April, eat normally until after lunch, but do not eat an evening meal. 

3. After lunch on Wednesday you should take only water. 

4. Drink plenty of water, but only water.  

5. On Thursday, 16 April, continue taking only water until your evening meal. 

6. Break the fast Thursday evening with a modest meal, prayer, and reflection. 

Note:  If you wish to support the fast but need to eat for health reasons, please join as 

youõre able and with your prayers and donations. 

Why do we fast? 

- Many of the miracles the early Church witnessed happened because of the foundation of 
prayer and fasting. 
- Fasting shows that we mean business, demonstrating our commitment. 
- Be patient. Fasting, like prayer, is not always answered immediately or in the way we ex-
pect. 
- God gives us what we need, not always what we want. 
- The òWidowõs Fastó is based on òThe Widow at Zarephathó recounted in 1 Kings 17:7-
16. 
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Associated News 

Over the past three years, many of you have been aware of my work in the continuing 

process of being ordained in the United Methodist Church.  I thought Iõd take this space 

this month to bring everyone up to date. 

The process of becoming an ordained elder in the United Methodist Church is quite in-

volved.  There are many checks, educational requirements, meetings, group discussions, 

evaluations, and more.  The process begins with someone identifying their call to ministry 

and meeting with a pastor to discuss what this means.  After that, a person is referred to a 

district board of ordained ministry for approval to begin the process of òcertificationó and 

be assigned a mentor.  Charles DiRico, a recent member of our St. Paul congregation, is at 

this exciting step right now.  As one works with the mentor, the sense of call is refined, and 

the mentoring relationship helps one develop toward the path of ministry.  To move from 

a òcertified candidateó to a òprovisional member,ó a 90-credit Masters of Divinity degree is 

earned, a psychological evaluation is performed, and papers are written and interviews are 

held in areas of Practice of Ministry, Vocation and Call, Theology, and Leadership.  This is 

where I was in the process when I began serving at St. Paul. 

After a minimum of three years and a maximum of ten, one can apply for full membership 

and ordination.  This requires that a ½ unit of clinical pastoral education be completed, an-

other psychological evaluation is performed, regular meetings with a covenant group are 

required, multiple evaluations are completed, quarterly meetings for education and develop-

ment are held at Blackstone, and another round of papers and interviews are prepared in 

the areas of Vocation and Leadership, Practice of Ministry, and Theology.  This is the point 

that I have arrived to in my process, and I thank many of you for the prayers and concerns 

during the time late last year when I was preparing my papers. 

At either of the paper and interview stages, a candidate can either be passed or continued.  

Being continued means that a portion of the work must be redone and resubmitted the fol-

lowing year.  Usually, regardless of passing or continuing, the Board of Ordained Ministry 

provides helpful feedback and suggestions to improve the effectiveness of ministry.  The 

goal of the board is to help develop the best possible clergy for our Virginia Annual Con-

ference.  This year, I was one of many who were continued in one or more areas.  What 

this means is that there are specific things in the papers and interviews that will need to be 

reworked and resubmitted.  There were good recommendations on how to work on and  
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Easter Cantata 

Godõs Wondrous Love by Robert Lau will be presented by your Sanctuary Choir on April 19th during both 

worship services.  Familiar hymns and new material are designed to impress 

upon us the magnitude of the sacrifice our Lord endured for our salvation, 

closing with a triumphant testimony to the victory of Easter. 

Lent, like Advent, is a season of preparation and anticipation, but also a season 

of hope and looking forward to the amazing and wondrous love of God.  Lent 

is a time of rebirth of wonder and awe.  Beyond intellect, let the gospel reach 

our emotions and will, gripping our inmost being.  Let the wonder that God 

knows, loves and cares for us thrill us and dramatically transform us.  Reflect 

seriously on the sacrificial gift of Godõs Son and respond like so many others, 

spontaneously with amazed adoration for his òwondrous love.ó  Then extol the 

profound truth of Christõs love for each of us. 

It is our hope that as you listen to our gift to you that Godõs Wondrous Love, will move you to awe and that 

you will share your Lord and His wondrous love with all in your sphere of influence. 

 improve the areas that the board felt are in need of refinement. So, I will be repeating 

some of the work this coming fall, with the hope of being passed next year. 

As we look to Easter this month, let us be thankful that we have so many working so hard 

to be the best they can be in leading our churches. We have an amazing story to tell, and we 

all need to do our best in sharing it. While I am not in exactly the place I had expected to 

be, I have the trust that God is working in all things for the better. I value the continued 

prayers and support of the St. Paul congregation, and am praying for each of you. Iõve 

heard it said somewhere, òif you want a better pastor, pray for the one you have.ó You have 

been, and I thank you. May God bless each member and friend of St. Paul, and the mission 

of St. Paul in the community and world. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 

Special  Upcoming Event 

On Saturday, April 11th at 7:00 pm, Cambria Baptist Church will partner with the Memorial Baptist Church 

Bell Choir of Pulaski and our own Melissa Gunter to present an Easter program of music and worship at the 

newly-renovated Pulaski Theatre in downtown Pulaski. Admission will be charged and all proceeds will be 

donated to the Friends of the Pulaski Theatre for the continuing renovation of the Pulaski Theatre, as well as 

to proclaim the Easter message in a way that promotes community worship. 
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Communion Offering 

Where does your Communion Offering go?         

During the Month of February we gave assistance in the amount of $1,625 to 21 individu-

als/families in the Christiansburg area.  This has helped these families keep their electric 

on, food on their table, a place to live and in other ways where there is need. The needs 

seem to be greater at this time.  Your special Communion offering makes this possible. 

Volunteers Needed 

òLOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD WOMEN ó, not to serve our country, but to serve 

our community. MEN ARE MORE THAN WELCOME ALSO!  

The Montgomery County Emergency Assistance Program Thrift Store is expanding its 

hours to include Saturdays, starting April from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon. Currently we are 

open to the public Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:00 am to 12 noon, and Tuesday 

from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. 

If you are interested in serving during any of these times please call Margie Vitale. Please 

donõt feel like you have to commit every week, even if you can volunteer one day a month, 

I wan write you into the schedule and someone else can be relieved. I know regular com-

mitment is difficult with all of our busy schedules, but even an hour can make a difference 

to this worthwhile community service project. 

Responsibilities may include, but are not limited to: emptying the shed of donations, work-

ing at the cashier desk, heading up a department, sorting and topping off clothes, keeping 

the clothing racks full, assisting with vouchers/customers. 

Please come and join our team of volunteers and be a part of our family. Thanks for all 

your consideration and prayers. I would be glad to answer any and all questions. 

òTHE FEW, THE PROUD, THE VOLUNTEERSó 

Margie Vitale 

Home: 381-8089      Cell: 540 449-2415  
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Easter Evangelism 

This year St. Paul has been on a mission to provide Easter to children who might not oth-

erwise receive a holiday treat.  At Head Start and the Women's Resource Center, the staffs 

said they could use our support this year as they are serving ever-increasing rolls of needy 

persons.  So the idea was for a church member or family or small group to take a basket 

with a specific child's age and gender on it, then return the basket full of approximately $20 

in appropriate goodies.  And St. Paul responded in full force to provide underprivileged 

children with bountiful Easter baskets - all the baskets are already all spoken for!  We will 

have made a difference in the lives of these children by sharing and working together to 

bring meaning and understanding to this season.  Thanks to Charles Dirico (320-2705 or 

dirico@vt.edu) for coordinating this mission project. 

       

Easter Tulips 

Easter Tulips will be placed in the church this year on Easter Sunday, 

April 12th. All orders will be placed through the church office and  

paid to the church.  The cost is $7.00 per 6ó plant. A form is provided 

below for your order and how you would like it to read in the special 

bulletin insert. If possible, your order should be in to the church  

office by Wednesday morning, April 1st, so we can insure delivery.   

 

NAME_______________________________  PHONE NO.___________________ 

 

NUMBER OF PLANTS ORDERED______________________________________ 

 

IN HONOR/MEMORY OF_____________________________________________ 

 

BY__________________________________________________________________ 



ST. PAULõS PAGES Page 10  

Stewardship Thoughts - from your Stewardship Chair --  Tom Bell 

The Upper Room reading today cited 2 Corinthians 3:3; òYou show that you are a letter 

from Christéwrittenéon tablets of human hearts.ó  The accompanying thought for the 

day reminds us that we can be love letters from Christ to others.  Are we being good stew-

ards of our relationships?  Counselors often point out the fact that relationships require 

active attention and regular communication.  We need to attend to our relationship to 

Christ, who has shown his love for us by his sacrifice and put a message of that love in our 

hearts to discover.  Then we need to share that message and relationship! 

Here, for your consideration and study, is the third quality of the Christian steward as pro-

posed in Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation: Stewardship, by Phyllis M. Bowers. 

(Nashville: Cokesbury, É 2000) é. 

3. A Christian steward is generous. 

Christian stewards give whatever is needed and whenever it is needed (Proverbs 11:24-29; 

Mark 10:17-22; Luke 12:13-21; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Galatians 5:22-

23; 1 Timothy 6:17-19). 

They voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means, begging us 

earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints (2 Corinthians 8:3-4). 

Easter Egg Hunt 

This yearõs Easter Egg Hunt will be Easter morning, during the Sunday 

School hour. Children will report to their regular class, then join together 

in the sanctuary for an Easter lesson. Following the lesson we will hunt 

eggs in the yards and playground.     

Upcoming Youth Trip 

Youth King's Dominion Trip! Mark your calendars now for the (almost) end of school 

celebration- Saturday, May 2nd! More information will be coming  soon, so remember to 

keep this day reserved for fun with the St. Paul youth!  


