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From the Pastor 6s St el

We are preparing now to enter into the most sacred time of the Chris-
tian yeari Holy Week. Observing the historic sequence of events un-
folding during the eight days from Palm Sunday to Easter is a practice

_ . Inside this issue:
that originated in 4tltcentury Jerusalem. Here at St. Paul UMC, | en-

courage you to join in proclaé'_md'ng t h
. C . hrth ays

death, and resurrection through participation in the various worship

experiences we are planning for the week. Nursery Help

. . . . Press Release
On Sunday morning, April 5th, we will observe Passion/Palm Sunda

the double name deriving from two ideas that are in powerful teanﬁ/Ffiry News
with each other: a triumphal entry of the pabearing procession intRenA-Youth
Jerusalem shouting fiHos annao, Fast fardhe Huhgeys
faces the gathering storm of human sin and death.

A w o w N NOD

Associated News 6

At our Maundy Thursday evening service of Holy Communion (Aptéster Cantata 7
9th, 7:00 PM) we relive with the disciples that meal on the very thresh-_ .
ming Event
old of Passover in which Jesus shared the bread and cup and utterﬁéﬂjz&e g ) !
words Athis is my bodyo and ﬁtCHW‘”&J”'Q”QﬁeW
) _ Volunteers Neededs
The events of Jesusb pass'onEgsﬂardEvaﬁgEIign?g'

participation in the Christiansburg Community Good Friday service, }

Friday, April 10th, beginning at noon at Park United Methodist chdraster Tulips 9
(306 Park Street). Sermons from seven different preachers of the Gteisardship Thougids
tiansburg Ministerial Associatydutq),@ripspealg
Christo from the cross as related in th

mately threehour service combines liturgy, the reading of scriptL|1:'g,g Hunt 10

S

eve.

sobe

bl o

fixi

to
e G

hymnody,andpr eachi ng to recount-UMWNewsevent s ¢

giving on the cross by which our salvation was won. Worshippersargise Service 11

encouraged to participate in any portion of the service or in its ent"hréa\';(yi & Jesus 1
as able.

. ) ) ) Lay Speaking Event?
Easter Sunrise Service, 7:00 AM, Sunday, April 12th, is a community,

ecumenical event held at Sunset Cemetery (South Franklin Street,

continued on page 2)
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(Continued from pagg)

Christiansburg). The inclement weather location is just across S
Franklin Street in the Church of the Brethren sanctuary. Afterward
complimentary breakfast is prepared for you and your family by
United Methodist Men at 7:45 AM in the St. Paul UMC Fellows
Hall. Plan to come and join in the glad fellowship of the resurrectio

Easter Sunday Worship, 8:45 and 11:00 AM, Sunday, April 12th.
ring music of chorus and bras
death in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave. Witness {
central event of the Christian faith and join in joyful proclamation

the risen Christ, the Savior of humanity, exalted of Godlamed of
all things. Bring a friend and share in the good news of the Gospel

May the blessings of God attend you as you walk with the Lord J
Christ the way of his cross and resurrection

Pastor David

Nursery Help

The StafParish Committee is compiling a list of indivig&aKe

al

April

outh Birthdays
Rath Boothé 1
BWetty Semonasl

miﬂllene Graharm 2

I'I'empest Reéd5

bTary Sparks 6

Loid Erambeise®  ©°

Dg%o?ly McMillafi 8

Mark Bamaii 8

Anna Burng 10
Sarah Bravo 11

§L§ra Larfe 12

Helen Simmoris 12
Annell Winberfy 12
David Goodpastuie 14
Carol Cornisii 14
Bernadine Lest@rl5

e Wade 15

who would be willing to substitute in the nursery. Our njif<{] Altizefi 16

staff is very faithful in their attendance on Sunday, hd

low if you are willing to serve and return to the office
either the offering plate or hand deliver to the office. T
you for your prompt attention to this matter.

NAME

Wi Sheppard 16

sometimes a substitute is needed. Please fill out the f(l)t%1

gLawson 17
Gharlton McCay 17
Yigioria Moran 18
Justin Bowlér 19
Kelsey Boone 19

PHONE #

Otis Sutphin 27
Daniel Warref 28

Check one:
Early Service
11:00service

Sunday School Hour___|

Charles Diricd 30
Betty Sturgifi 30
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Press Release

A unigue musical event is coming to the area. Aris and Airs will be a joint performance featur
opera and a mix of Celtic and Appalachian traditional music.

Robert Chafin of Hannover, Germany is a leading European opera singer with a beautiful tet
voice. Robert travels extensively, singing lead roles in operas throughout Europe. A natiye of Ct
tiansburg, Robert will be performing concerts at the Taubman Museum of Art and Chrigtiansbt
High School to benefit the Montgomery Museum & Lewis Miller Regional Art Center.

Appearing with Chafin will be the Appalachian and Celtic music group Celtibillies, legd by Je
Hinshelwood. The Celtibillies have entertained thousands of music fans since 1994 including tt
on their recent X8ay, 1500 mile tour of Alaska.

Ticket availability April 17 performance at the Taubman Museurm avAitable at Montgomery
Museum, Taubman Museum lobby or online at www.taubmanmuseum.org or ticket online: 5
2044122 The church bus will be going, leaving the parking lot at 5:00 pm.

April 18 performance at Christiansburg High Sihiickets available at Montgomery Musg¢um,
Cof fee Depot, or Smithmanos.

For more information contact: Mary Ann Hinshelwood at 54@&382 or
The Montgomery Museum at 540/386244.

Military News

From Lisa Bassd family support coordina

There are quite a few soldiers in Iraq who are not receiving any mail from home.

Al'l 7t would take I s a small package n
cards. If you feel you can give a little TLC to a deserving soldier,neail Beth Arpin
(bsarpin@cox.aet)y she will hook you up.

By the way, Henry just received those 6
ised to examine every item and share with his unit of 26 soldiers in Basrah. | include
note on who from St. Paul donated what. Henry promises that he or one of his soldiers \
be sure to write to everyone who were so kind to think of and support them.

Thanks,
Lisa Bass
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Rent-a-Youth for Spring Cleaning!

Yes, it's time again for our anry@lth mission project that has been so popular in the

past. Beginning in April, you are invit
ter, to help with your spring cleaning. They are willing to babysit too if that helps. Their
opayo6 will go towards future mission pr

done, the kids will get the experience of earning through hard work, our community will
look better, and more mission work can be planned for the future. This coincides with th
townds annual s piirli8itgh)c,| esaon iutpd s( Atphrei |p edrtf
energetic young people to haul stuff to the curb for collectiopSpeets are available

in the bulletin as well as below. You are also welcome to contact Amy Pri@d86§250

for more information.

Rent-A-Youth Sign Up Sheet

Name

Address

Phone

What you would like the youth to do:

Please put in offering plate on Sunday when completed or turn i to tt
church office.
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Fast for the Hungry in April

The congregation and community are encouraged to obsendag community

OWi dowés Fasto6 including donations to b
Emergency Assistance Program. MCEAP operates a Food Bank that feeds hungry peoy
in our area. http://civic.bev.net/mceap/ The United Methodist Men of St. Paul UMC are
promoting the event as a call "To share [our] bread with the hungry" and to care for the
poor (Isa. 58:7).

Fasting for a day helps us appreciate,
endure every week.

How do | participate?

1. Read all the information below and follow the rules.

2. Encourage your family, friendsywakers, and others to join.

3. Make your donation of at least $12 (
payable to 06St. Paul UMCO6 and write o0UM
to the Church Office, Todd Fitch, or Ken Paxton.

What are the rules?

1. Consult your Doctor if you have any questions about the health effects of fasting.

2. On Wednesday, 15 April, eat normally until after lunch, but do not eat an evening me:
3. After lunch on Wednesday you should take only water.

4. Drink plenty of water, but only water.

5. On Thursday, 16 April, continue taking only water until your evening meal.

6. Break the fast Thursday evening with a modest meal, prayer, and reflection.

Note: If you wish to support the fast but need to eat for health reasons, please join as
youdre able and with your prayers and d

Why do we fast?

- Many of the miracles the early Church witnessed happened because of the foundation
prayer and fasting.

- Fasting shows that we mean business, demonstrating our commitment.

- Be patient. Fasting, like prayer, is not always answered immediately or in the way we €

pect.
- God gives us what we need, not always what we want.
-The OWidowds Fasto is based on 0Th-e Wi

16.
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Associated News

Over the past three years, many of you have been aware of my work in the continu
process of being ordained in the Unitec
this month to bring everyone up to date.

The process of becoming an ordained elder in the United Methodist Church is quite

volved. There are many checks, educational requirements, meetings, group discuss
evaluations, and more. The process begins with someone identifying their call to mini:
and meeting with a pastor to discuss what this means. After that, a person is referred
di strict board of ordained ministry for
be assigned a mentor. Charles DiRico, a recent member of our St. Paul congregation,
this exciting step right now. As one works with the mentor, the sense of call is refined, ¢
the mentoring relationship helps one develop toward the path of ministry. To move fro
a ocertified candi dat e-dedit Mastas obDinity degreeiiso n
earned, a psychological evaluation is performed, and papers are written and interview:
held in areas of Practice of Ministry, Vocation and Call, Theology, and Leadership. Thi
where | was in the process when | began serving at St. Paul.

After a minimum of three years and a maximum of ten, one can apply for full memberst
and ordination. This requires that a %2 unit of clinical pastoral education be completed,

other psychological evaluation is performed, regular meetings with a covenant group
required, multiple evaluations are completed, quarterly meetings for education and deve
ment are held at Blackstone, and another round of papers and interviews are prepare
the areas of Vocation and Leadership, Practice of Ministry, and Theology. This is the p
that | have arrived to in my process, and | thank many of you for the prayers and conce
during the time late last year when | was preparing my papers.

At either of the paper and interview stages, a candidate can either be passed or contir
Being continued means that a portion of the work must be redone and resubmitted the f
lowing year. Usually, regardless of passing or continuing, the Board of Ordained Mini
provides helpful feedback and suggestions to improve the effectiveness of ministry.
goal of the board is to help develop the best possible clergy for our Virginia Annual Cc
ference. This year, | was one of many who were continued in one or more areas. W
this means is that there are specific things in the papers and interviews that will need t
reworked and resubmitted. There were good recommendations on how to work on and
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improve the areas that the board felt are in need of refinement. So, | will be repeat
some of the work this coming fall, with the hope of being passed next year.

As we look to Easter this month, let us be thankful that we have so many working so h:
to be the best they can be in leading our churches. We have an amazing story to tell, an
all need to do our best in sharing it. While | am not in exactly the place | had expectec
be, | have the trust that God is working in all things for the better. | value the continue
prayers and support of t he St. Paul co
heard it said somewhere, o0if you want a
been, and | thank you. May God bless each member and friend of St. Paul, and the mis
of St. Paul in the community and world.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Brian

Easter Cantata

Godds Won dby&Rabert LAuovill be presented by your Sanctuary Choir on April 19th dujng both
worship services. Familiar hymns and new material are designed to impress

upon us the magnitude of the sacrifice our Lord endured for our salva@n, &
closing with a triumphant testimony to the victory of Easter.

Lent, like Advent, is a season of preparation and anticipation, but also
of hope and looking forward to the amazing and wondrous love of Go
is a time of rebirth of wonder and awe. Beyond intellect, let the gospl
our emotions and will, gripping our inmost being. Let the wonder that God

knows, loves and cares for us thrill us and dramatically transform us. Reflect

seriously on the sacrificial gi ft o ddés |Son
spontaneously with amazed adoration his| owc
profound truth of Christds | ove for each of| us.
I't is our hope that as you I|isten to our gifft t

you will share your Lord and His wondrous love with all in your sphere of influence.

Special Upcoming Event

On Saturday, April 11th at 7:00 pm, Cambria Baptist Church will partner with the Memorial Baptist Chur
Bell Choir of Pulaski and our own Melissa Gunter to present an Easter program of music and worship at
newlyrenovated Pulaski Theatre in downtown Pulaski. Admission will be charged and all proceeds will
donated to the Friends of the Pulaski Theatre for the continuing renovation of the Pulaski Theatre, as we
to proclaim the Easter message in a way that promotes community worship.
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Communion Offering

Where does your Communion Offering go?

During the Month of February we gave assistance in the amount of $1,625 to 2]
als/families in the Christiansburg area. This has helped these families keep th
on, food on their table, a place to live and in other ways where there is need.

seem to be greater at this time. Your special Communion offering makes this po

indivic
eir elel
The ne
Ssible.

Volunteers Needed

OLOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD WOMEN 0 , not to serve
our communityMEN ARE MORE THAN WELCOME ALSO!

The Montgomery County Emergency Assistance Program Thrift Store is exp4d

our

inding

hours to include Saturdays, starting April from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon. Currenlljy we ¢

open to the public Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:00 am to 12 noon, an
from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm.

If you are interested in serving during any of these times please call Margie Vif
dondot feel |l i ke you have to commit &€
| wan write you into the schedule and someone else can be relieved. | know re
mitment is difficult with all of our busy schedules, but even an hour can make a
to this worthwhile community service project.

Responsibilities may include, but are not limited to: emptying the shed of donatic
ing at the cashier desk, heading up a department, sorting and topping off clothg
the clothing racks full, assisting with vouchers/customers.

Please come and join our team of volunteers and be a part of our family. Tha
your consideration and prayers. | would be glad to answer any and all questions.

OTHE FEW, THE PROUD, T®6lE VOLUNTEERS
Margie Vitale
Home: 3818089 Cell: 540 4492415

Tues

ale. PI
ver
pular c
differer

ns, wo
S, kee

nks for
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Easter Evangelism

This year St. Paul has been on a mission to provide Easter to children who miglyt not o
erwise receive a holiday tredt.Head Start and the Women's Resource Center, the staffs
said they could use our support this year as they are servingreasing rolls of negdy
persons.So the idea was for a church membéaroily or small group to take a bagket
with a specific child's age and gender on ity¢temthe basket full aipproximately $20

in appropriate goodiesAnd St. Paul responded in full force to provide underprivileged
children with bountifuEaster basketsall the baskets are alreatlgpoken for!'We will
have made a difference in the lives of these children by sharing and working tpgethe
bring meaning and understanding to this seddmmks to Charles Dirico (32005 of
dirico@vt.edujor coordinating this mission project.

Easter Tulips

Easter Tulips will be placed in the church this year on Easter Su
April 12th. All orders will be placed through the church office an
paid to the church. The cost is $7.00
below for your order and how you would like it to read in the special

bulletin insert. If possible, your order should be in to the church

office by Wednesday morning, April 1st, so we can insure delivery.

NAME PHONE NO.

NUMBER OF PLANTS ORDERED

IN HONOR/MEMORY OF

BY
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Stewardship Thoughts- from your Stewardship Chair- Tom Bell

The Upper Room reading today <cited
from Christéwrittenéon tablets of hi
day reminds us that we can be love letters from Christ to others. Are we being ¢
ards of our relationships? Counselors often point out the fact that relationshig
active attention and regular communication. We need to attend to our relatig
Christ, who has shown his love for us by his sacrifice and put a message of that
hearts to discover. Then we need to share that message and relationship!

Here, for your consideration and study, is the third quality of the Christian stewal
posed in Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation: Stewardship, by Phyllis M
(Nashville: Cokesbury, E 2000) ¢é.

3. A Christian steward is generous.

Christian stewards give whatever is needed and whenever it is needed (Proad}
Mark 10:122; Luke 12:131; 2 Corinthians 81b; 2 Corinthians 9%5; Galatians 5:2
23; 1 Timothy 6:1Y9).

They voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means,
earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints (2 Corintidians 8

P C
I ma r
ood st
S requ
pnship
love in

rd as p
. Bowe
DS 11:2

2

beggin
3

Upcoming Youth Trip

Youth King's Dominion Trip! Mark your calendars now fofaineost) end of school
celebrationSaturday, May 2nd! More information wiltdmming soon, so remember
keep this day reserved for fun with the St. Paul youth!

to

Easter Egg Hunt

This yearods Easter Egg Hunt wil/l be
School hour. Children will report to their regular class, then join together

in the sanctuary for an Easter lesson. Following the lesson we will hunt

eggs in the yards and playground.

E a:




