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Christmas is coming! One of the things that my family does 

with the anticipation of Christmas is our habit of exchanging 

Christmas Wish Lists. All of us want to be sure that we give 

gifts that the recipient will actually enjoy. We usually find a 

way to surprise each other too! 

The true meaning of Christmas may found in the wonderful 

story that God gave the world the gift of the Christ Child. I 

believe that the gospel story indicates that this is a gift that 

God delighted in giving to the world knowing that Christ 

could bring great joy to our lives. But, the Lord also gave the 

world this gift because the world was in need of this gift. The 

world continues to need this gift of Christ. 

As Christmas and a new calendar year approaches I find my-

self wondering what gift or gifts we might bring to the Lord 

during 2012. Any one of us could easily think about the fi-

nancial gifts that we might give back to God through our 

church. That is an obvious answer and it is a gift that we 

need to consider. But, I would like to extend an invitation to 

you to give the Lord a different gift first. I want to challenge 

you to make a commitment to spend at least twelve minutes a 

day with God during the year 2012. 

Our lives do get complicated and all too often we are busier 

than we probably should be. Yet, I wonder what could and 

would happen within our lives if we were to make a definite 

commitment to spend at least twelve minutes a day reading a 

passage of scripture, contemplating what these words may 
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