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And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God, and saying, 

òGlory to God in the highest and 

on earth peace, good will toward 

men.ó (Luke 2:13-14, KJV) 

These stirring words from 

Lukeõs account of the first 

Christmas fall upon the ear 

with a comfortable familiar-

ity as we enter now into the 

season of Advent. Just over 

a month ago I was in Israel 

at the Church of the Annun-

ciation in Nazareth recalling 

the angel Gabrielõs an-

nouncement to Mary that 

she was to give birth to the 

Christ child. Shortly thereaf-

ter, our group of United 

Methodist pastors from 

around the United States 

traveled to Bethlehem in the 

Palestinian territories to visit 

the Church of the Nativity 

which commemorates the 

Messiahõs birth and the visits 

of the shepherds and Magi 

to worship him. 

On one of the days in be-

tween these two visits, we 

spent an afternoon at the 

Israeli Foreign Ministry for 

briefings with Yigal Palmor 

(Dir. of the North Africa, 

Syria, and Lebanon Depts.) 

and Daniel Taub (Deputy 

Legal Advisor to the Minis-

try of Foreign Affairs). 

These two and their co-

workers at the Foreign Min-

istry were then in the midst 

of preparations for the In-

ternational Conference on 

the Middle East that Presi-

dent Bush has just convened 

in Annapolis, MD. It is 

hoped that the Annapolis 
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From the Pastorõs Study (continued) 

Wrapping Booth 

Itõs that time of year 

again!  The wrap-

ping booth at the 

New River Valley 

Mall needs your 

help.  A master 

schedule is available 

at the church office, 

but you can view the schedule on-line at 

groups.yahoo.com/group/cburgminassoc.  

Setup will be on December 2, loading the 

trailer at 3:00, and setting up at the mall at 

9:00.  The booth will run from December 3 

through December 24.  The booth needs to 

be open whenever the mall is.  Weõre ex-

pecting a crowd this year, as the mall is no 

longer offering gift wrap through customer 

service.  All proceeds from the booth go to 

support the Montgomery County Emer-

gency Assistance Program (MCEAP). 

gathering will lay down a frame-

work over the next year for final 

status negotiations between the 

Palestinians and Israelis towards 

an eventual defining agreement 

between the two peoples. The 

legitimate, unresolved grievances 

that both sides have endured for 

many decades have bred an envi-

ronment of hostility and violence 

in the lands of the Bible that con-

tinues to threaten peace in the 

wider world. 

During this Christmas season, we 

recall that Jesus fulfilled the 

promise of the angelsõ song from 

the night of his birth through his 

ministry and witness of peace, 

reconciliation, salvation, and love. 

It is striking that the lessons and 

example he sought to impart so 

long ago continue to find their 

way into our human hearts only 

with difficulty, after meeting 

much resistance. In the days and 

months ahead, may the God of all 

eternity lead our human family in 

the ways of peace and wholeness 

this Christmas season and 

throughout the New Year. 

Peace on earth and good will to 

all! 

David Goodpasture, D.Min. 
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Can it be that weõre already ending 2007?  

Where has the time gone?  But boy, has it 

been an exciting year here at St. Paul.  

There is true excitement buzzing about the 

ministry and mission of this church, and 

thatõs wonderful!  Letõs keep up that energy 

as we forge ahead into 2008.  Whenever 

churches are excited about what it is that 

they do, the result is always growth. 

As we do enter the holiday season this year, 

let us be mindful of those for whom this is 

a tough time.  Many who have lost loved 

ones feel the sense of loss most strongly in 

this time.  Letõs each take a little time to 

make sure we remember them, and include 

them in our activities and festivities.  

Maybe we can beat the Christmas blues 

together. 

One of the selections this year for the Joy 

Singersõ Christmas program is òWe Need a 

Little Christmas.ó  This is a wonderful song 

from the musical òMame.ó  In the part of 

the story where it is sung, Mame is a bit 

down and is desperately calling out for the 

Christmas cheer to begin now (which in the 

play is a week before Thanksgiving, a bit 

out of season).  She recognizes that the 

Christmas season is full of bright lights and 

warm feelings, beautiful decorations and 

good food, uplifting songs and sustaining 

generosity.  These qualities are the best part 

of the Christmas celebration, all because of 

the gift to us of Jesus.  Mameõs cry, òYes, 

we need a little Christmas, right this very 

minuteó is a cry that comes from the dark-

ness of everyday life that is bleak in con-

trast to the joviality of Christmas.  In our 

faith, we believe that we have the best part 

of Christmas ð Christ ð with us every day.  

His spirit can brighten our lives every day, 

not just at Christmas.  The early church 

didnõt observe Christmas, because the true 

celebration of faith is the resurrection of 

Christ.  But we love the story of the nativ-

ity, the miracle of birth, and everything the 

Christmas season brings.  Why shouldnõt 

we?  The season is full of so many good 

things.  But really, the music of Christõs 

love can fill our hearts every day, if weõll let 

it.  When we do that, we can make Mameõs 

ending of the song, òFor we need a little 

music, need a little laughter, need a little 

singing ringing through the rafter, and we 

need a little snappy "Happy ever after," 

need a little Christmas now,ó our song con-

stantly.  Carry the Christmas spirit with you 

always, and share the wonderfully amazing 

gift of Christ with everyone, everyday. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 

Associated News 
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Newsletter E-mail 

With the new format of the newsletter comes 

the added benefit of the newsletter being avail-

able electronically.  It is currently available on 

the church website www.stpaulvaumc.org for 

download.  Any who wish to receive an E-mail 

notice when the newsletter is available with a 

link for download, please let us know by E-

mailing newsletter@stpaulvaumc.org.  We may 

be able to save some postage expenses if we 

deliver some newsletters this way instead of 

printing and mailing them.  Donõt worry, for 

all who wish to have a paper copy, theyõre not 

going away. 

Christmas Dinner 

Come join us on Sunday, December 2, 

for our annual Christmas dinner.  The 

evening begins at 5:00pm with enter-

tainment including our childrenõs choir.  

The always amazing covered-dish din-

ner follows the festivities.  This year, 

the junior-high youth have put together 

a Christmas drama that will follow din-

ner, at 6:30 in the sanctuary.  It will be 

a wonderful evening you wonõt want to 

miss any of. 
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Flowers for 2008 - To enrich our worship setting during the year we hope to have live flowers 

on the altar each Sunday morning.  If you would choose the date/dates you would like to place 

the flowers in the church and return this form to the church office. In the event of two requests 

on the same Sunday, the first order will be on the altar and the others on flower stands.  The cost 

is $20 and checks can be made payable to St. Paul and mark for flowers.  We will order the 

flowers for you each week. 

January  6      July   6       

January 13      July 13       

January 20      July 20       

January 27      July 27       

February  3      Aug.  3       

February 10      Aug. 10      

February 17      Aug. 17      

February 24      Aug. 24      

March 2      Aug. 31      

March 9      Sept.  7      

March 16      Sept.  14      

March 23 Easter Lilies   Sept.  21      

March 30      Sept.  28      

April 6      Oct.  5       

April 13      Oct.  12      

April 20      Oct.  19      

April 27      Oct.  26      

May 4      Nov.  2       

May 11      Nov.  9       

May 18      Nov. 16      

May 25      Nov. 23  Cornucopia 

June 1      Nov.  30      

June 8      Dec.  7       

June 15      Dec.  14      

June 22      Dec.  21   Poinsettia Sunday 

June 29      Dec.  28      
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Poinsettias 

Poinsettias will be placed in the church this year on Sunday, December 23rd. All orders will 

be placed through the church office and paid to the church. The cost is $17.00 per poinset-

tia.  A form is provided below for your order and how you would like it to read in the spe-

cial bulletin insert.  If possible, your order should be in to the church by Monday  morning, 

December 17th so the florist can insure delivery. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

NAME_______________________________________________________________  

PHONE NO.__________________________________________________________ 

NUMBER OF POINSETTIAS ORDERED___________________________________ 

IN HONOR/MEMORY 

OF___________________________________________________________________ 

BY____________________________________________________________________ 

CMS Night at Cold Stone Creamery 

On Monday, January 14, from 6-9 p.m., CMS Peer Mediators are 

hosting CMS NIGHT AT COLD STONE CREAMERY. Proceeds 

from this event will go to benefit the Montgomery County Emergency 

Assistance Program. We are encouraging all citizens in the Christians-

burg Strand to eat ice cream that evening to show support for our stu-

dents and to help families in need. Watch for more information to 

come out after winter break.  And, be thinking about how good a dish 

of cake batter ice cream will taste!   
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Christmas Cantata 

This Holiday Season your Music Ministry 

will once again present a variety of music to 

you.  The Sanctuary Choir is pleased to gift 

the congregation with the cantata Comfort 

and Joy by Pamela Martin and Lloyd Lar-

son.  May these new and familiar carols and 

narration prepare you spirit for the holiday 

and bring you comfort and joy this Christ-

mas Season.  From the lyricist, Pamela 

Martin and the composer/arranger, Lloyd 

Larson: 

òòComfort and joy!ó  We sing these words 

together in the familiar carol, but the Scrip-

tures also link them together, for we cannot 

fully experience one without the other.  In 

a world where we will surely feel pain, how 

can we know joy unless we first receive 

comfort? 

In the Old Testament, the prophet 

Jeremiah announced:  òHear the word of 

the Lord, O nations; proclaim it far and 

near.  I, the Lord, will ransom you and re-

deem you.  I will turn your mourning into 

gladness; I will give you comfort and 

joy.ó (Jeremiah 31.10a, 13b) 

Hundreds of years later, the angel of the 

Lord proclaimed this prophecy fulfilled to a 

group of shepherds on a Bethlehem hill-

side:  òBe comforted.  I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all people.  

This day is born to you a Savior who is 

Christ the lord.ó  (Luke 2.10-11) 

In our joy this season, let us remember 

those who are outside the circle of celebra-

tion that is Christmas and share the good 

news of the Savior with them.  ò ôComfort, 

comfort ye my people,õ says the Lord.  You 

who bring good news, lift up your voice 

with a shout.  Lift it up unafraid.  Shout for 

joy!  Rejoice!  Sing!  For the Lord comforts 

his people and has compassion on the af-

flicted.ó (Isaiah 40.1, 9b, and 49.13) 

We will all surely know grief, rejection and 

tragedy, but we are not alone.  We have 

with us a Comforter, One who is òfamiliar 

with our suffering and carries our sor-

rows.ó (Isaiah 53.3-4)  He is Immanuel, 

òGod with us.ó  Let us all sing the good 

news of Godõs comfort and joy this sea-

son!ó 


