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òBy the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on 

high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in 

darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 

into the way of peace.ó                                 (Luke 1:78-79) 

 The words above are from the mouth of Zechariah, father 

of John the Baptist, foretelling the deep and enduring signifi-

cance of the coming of the Christ that we celebrate during 

the Advent/Christmas season. It is a beautiful passage that 

offers a word of divine hope for those who know what it 

means to òsit in darkness and in the shadow of deathó -- for 

those who find the circumstances of their lives to be anything 

but peaceful. 

Victor Frankl wrote a book entitled Manõs Search for Meaning. 

In that book he describes how his insights into helping peo-

ple through his work as a psychoanalyst were developed in 

the crucible of a Nazi death camp. Every member of Franklõs 

family was killed in the camp except him. He was reduced to 

nothingness. One day a camp guard who was exceptionally 

cruel noticed that Frankl still had his wedding ring. The guard 

made Frankl extend his hand and then, smiling with glee, he 

jerked the ring off his finger. 

As Victor Frankl stood looking into the face of the mocking 

guard, a totally unexpected thought flooded his mind. He 

realized that there was one thing, and only one thing, that the 

guard could not take from him: namely, how he chose to feel 

about the guard and what the guard was doing to him. Frankl 

discovered the only freedom that can never be taken from us 

-- the freedom to choose what happens with what happens to 
Continued on page 2) 
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us. òEverything can be taken from a man but one thing,ó 

said Frankl, òthe last of  human freedoms ð to choose oneõs 

attitude in any given set of circumstances.ó 

The circumstances we may have to face may not be of our own 

choosing. During this Advent and Christmas season, many 

persons are enduring difficulties of loneliness and separa-

tion, ill health, fear, financial woes, the threat of harm, dis-

appointment, loss, emotional pain, or guilt. The Word of 

God that became flesh in Jesus Christ offers us the hope of 

salvation and the promise of ultimate meaning for our lives. 

It is through a relationship with the one who was born hum-

bly in a manger that we are born to a never-failing hope ð a 

hope that enables us to endure amidst lifeõs trials and, as 

Victor Frankl has written, òto choose oneõs attitude in any 

given set of circumstances.ó 

May the tender mercy of our God guide your feet into the 

way of peace this season and always. 

Shalom, 

Pastor David 

(Continued from page 1) 

December 
Birthdays 

 

Vickie Charltonð2 

Wilbert Pageð3 

Tara McCoyð3 

Lee Buhyoffð3 

Betty Lambertð5 

Justin Griffithð6 

Chelsea Woodð6 

Penny Kanneyð6 

Pat Simpsonð6 

Nate Birchfieldð9 

Elaine Clarkð11 

Foster Williamsð11 

Layla Priceð15 

Peggy Chafinð16 

Elena Linkousð17 

Debbie Williamsð17 

Bailey Woodð18 

John Byrdð19 

Wayne Bishopð22 

Phyllis Williamsð23 

Mike Randallð24 

Holly Siegleð24 

Betty Thompsonð26 

Bill Clarksonð27 

Lois Berschð28 

Kim Newmanð30 Year End Giving 

 Regarding contributions to the church, remem-

ber that to qualify for a 2008 charitable income 

tax deduction, gifts must be made by Wednes-

day, December 31st. 
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Christmas Eve Services 

                                               

Wednesday, December 24th at 5:00 pm  

 Christmas Eve Service for families with small children. 

Wednesday, December 24th at 7:30 pm & 11:00 pm  

 Candles, Carols and Communion. 

Singing the Season 

Our annual caroling to shut-ins will be on Sunday, December 14, from 

4 to 6.  Refreshments will be served at the church at 6:00. Come lend 

your voice and time to brighten someoneõs day with Christmas cheer! 

 

                                                     

Montgomery County Christmas Store 

We, at St. Paul Church are contributing to the Montgomery 

County Christmas Store by donating money to purchase 

hams for the families who benefit from this mission.  Our 

goal is $3,000 and $10 will purchase one ham.  You may 

make checks payable to St. Paul UMC and mark for òhamsó.      
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Communion Offering 

Where does your Communion Offering go?         

During the Month of October we gave assistance in the amount of $2,545 to 39 families in 

the Christiansburg area.  This has helped these families keep their electric on, food on their 

table, a place to live and in other ways where there is need. The needs seem to be greater at 

this time.  Your special Communion offering makes this possible.  Thank you. 

Wrapping Booth 

Itõs that time of year again!  The wrapping booth at the New River Valley Mall is going up,  

As usual, St. Paul has a major role in this community-wide effort to raise money for the 

Montgomery County Emergency Assistance Program (MCEAP).  Signups are available at 

the church, but you can also check out the calendar on-line and see whatõs open.  You can 

access it at either http://www.airset.com/Public/Calendars.jsp?id=20255, or http://

cburgminassoc.airset.com.  Please call Pastor Brian at the church office (382-2410) or E-

mail wrappingbooth@stpaulvaumc.org to sign 

up for a time.  Make sure that when you sign 

up, we have your name, contact phone, and E-

mail (if you have one).  That will make sure we 

can get a hold of you if need be. 

This year, weõre trying something new, so we 

will be setting up after the community service 

Thanksgiving Eve, and wrapping beginning 

the Friday after Thanksgiving.  This means we 

have a few more days this year that need fill-

ing, beginning at 6:00am Friday.  Please con-

sider volunteering a few hours here and there 

to this worthwhile cause. 
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Poinsettias 

Poinsettias will be placed in the church this year on Sunday, December 21st.  All orders will 

be placed through the church office and paid to the church. The cost is $17.00 per poinset-

tia.  A form is provided below for your order and how you would like it to read in the spe-

cial bulletin insert.  If possible, your order should be in to the church by Monday  morning, 

December 15th so the florist can insure delivery. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

NAME_______________________________________________________________  

 

PHONE NO.__________________________________________________________ 

 

NUMBER OF POINSETTIAS ORDERED___________________________________ 

 

IN HONOR/MEMORY OF_______________________________________________ 

 

BY____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Devotionals 

Just a reminder that the November/December Upper Room are now available in the 

church narthex.  This is a wonderful daily devotional guide suitable for the entire family to 

have time together in Godõs Word . 


