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“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…” (John 1:14). 

The words of scripture above, from the Prologue to the Gos-
pel of John, speak to a central truth of the Christian faith that 
is unique among the religions of the world. It speaks to our 
belief in the incarnation of God in the being of Jesus of Naz-
areth – “the Word made flesh”. 

During the Christmas season, Christians around the globe 
celebrate the coming of the Christ into our midst. God’s love 
for us in Jesus Christ is so great that the Son of God left be-
hind the glories of the heavenly realm to enter into our hu-
man experience in a direct and immediate way – by being 
born as we are into the frailties and temptations that beset us 
all. 

St. Paul describes what God has done in Jesus Christ this 
way: “Though he was in the form of God, (he) did not regard equality 
with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a servant, being born in human likeness” (Philippians 2:6-
7a). 

The salvation that God provides in Jesus Christ had its gene-
sis on a starry night in Bethlehem when a newborn was laid, 
not in a proper crib, but in a livestock manger. Such is the 
mystery of divine love that demonstrates the sacredness of 
one’s entering into a life of servanthood. The role of servant 
who reaches out with love for one’s neighbor is the true and 
authentic way of life that our Lord Jesus Christ has revealed 
to us. May the blessings of the coming Christmas season 
serve to deepen and strengthen our walk of faith and our  

Continued on page 2) 
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growth in servanthood in Christ’s name. 

With prayers for peace on earth and goodwill amongst all of 
God’s people… 

Pastor David 
David A. Goodpasture, D.Min. 

(Continued from page 1) 

December 
Birthdays 

 
Glenn Cochran—1 
Vickie Charlton—2 
Tara McCoy—3 
Lee Buhyoff—3 
Betty Lambert—5 
Justin Griffith—6 
Chelsea Wood—6 
Penny Kanney—6 
Pat Simpson—6 
Nate Birchfield—9 
Elaine Clark—11 
Foster Williams—11 
Eddie Lester—14 
Layla Price—15 
Peggy Chafin—16 
Ernie Akers—16 
Elena Linkous—17 
Debbie Williams—17 
Bailey Wood—18 
John Byrd—19 
Wayne Bishop—22 
Phyllis Williams—24 
Mike Randall—24 
Betty Thompson—26 
Bill Clarkson—27 
Lois Bersch—28 

United Methodist Family Services 

December is United Methodist Family Services Month. 
Through your support of UMFS December offering, you 
can help touch a life and create a future for children and 
families whose lives have been full of despair. Your gift to 
this special offering will provide: 

• Programs and ministries of a spiritual nature for the 
children and families we serve. 

• Scholarships for children who have or currently re-
ceive services from UMFS. 

• Education and life skills necessary for the children in 
our programs to become productive citizens. 

• Training for families interested in becoming foster and 
adoptive parents. 

• Counseling for children and families unable to afford 
services. 

• Ongoing counseling and support to adoptive families. 

• Music, art, and horticulture programming for children 
in our school-based services. 

Checks may be made payable to St. Paul and marked for 
“UMFS”. 
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  Christmas Eve Services                                      

Wednesday, December 24th at 5:00 pm  

 Christmas Eve Service for families with small children. 

Wednesday, December 24th at 7:30 pm & 11:00 pm  

 Candles, Carols and Communion. 

Singing the Season 

Our annual caroling to shut-ins will be on Sunday, December 13, from 
4 to 6.  Meet in the church parking lot at 4:00 to travel together in the 
bus. Refreshments will be served at the church at 6:00. Come lend 
your voice and time to brighten someone’s day with Christmas cheer! 

 

                                                     

Prayer Group 

In the bulletin you will notice recent changes in our congregational concerns list. The fol-
lowing is a way for us to express our concerns. We hope this is helpful! 

Our Tuesday Morning Prayer Group is grateful for the support and encouragement of our 
congregation as we seek to express our concerns and care for others. Our “Congregational 
Concerns” list will change from Sunday to Sunday in light of the needs of our neighbors 
and friends and members.  

We hope to be faithful to your prayer concerns and requests and will try diligently to keep 
up with these needs and concerns. 

Please let us know thru the Prayer Cards in the pews the concerns you have; and also to 
keep the church family and Prayer Group up to date on these concerns. Thank you again 
for your help and support! 
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Communion Offering 

Where does your Communion Offering go?         

During the Month of October we gave assistance in the amount of $1,655 to 38 individu-
als/families in the Christiansburg area.  This has helped these families keep their electric 
on, food on their table, a place to live and in other ways where there is need. The needs 
seem to be greater at this time.  Your special Communion offering makes this possible.  

 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009, 6:00 pm 

St. Paul Children’s Choir Christmas Program 

and 

St Paul Youth Group presents: 

Home By Another Way 

A Christmas Play 

Followed by a Potluck Dinner at 7:00 pm in the fellowship hall. 

Persons who do not drive or do not drive at night are encouraged to call the 
church office (382-2410) so that a ride can be arranged. 
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“A Caring Community” 

The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your prayers. 
Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one 
another without complaining. Like Good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with 
whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God’ 
whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.      I Peter 4:7-11 

This title of “A Caring Community” could just as easily be called, “our Church Family” 
without missing a beat. 

For this is the basis of our gathering together: to find ways to praise and love God; and to 
seek to be good neighbors and friends to each other as we love one another. 

From this care and concern of one another as a church family we then find the desire to 
care for and be concerned about the health and life, faith and hope of our neighbors and 
friends. A sort of seeking to give away that which we have found as gifts from God! To 
love our neighbors (the community and people) around us as we believe God loves us. 

I am enjoying and being inspired by the care and concern and love that our Church Family 
is expressing to each other. It brings joy and happiness to the heart of God and to us! 

Keep up the care and concern and love! 

Keep up the good work! 

Doug Kanney, 

Minister of Discipleship Care 

Devotionals 

Just a reminder that the January/February Upper Room will soon be available in the 
church narthex.  This is a wonderful daily devotional guide suitable for the entire family to 
have time together in God’s Word . 
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Flowers for 2010 
Thc cost is $25 and checks can be made payable to St. Paul and mark for flowers.  We will 
order the flowers for you each week. 
January   3___________________  July 4_______________________ 

January   10___________________  July 11_______________________ 

January   17___________________  July 18_______________________ 

January   24___________________  July 25_______________________ 

January 31____________________  Aug. 1_______________________ 

February 7____________________  Aug. 8_______________________ 

February 14___________________  Aug. 15______________________ 

February 21___________________  Aug. 22______________________ 

February 28___________________   Aug. 29______________________ 

March      7 ___________________   Sept.  5______________________ 

March     14___________________  Sept.  12______________________ 

March     21___________________  Sept.  19______________________ 

March     28___________________  Sept.  26______________________ 

April        4 Easter    Oct.     3______________________ 

April       11___________________  Oct.    10______________________ 

April       18___________________  Oct.    17______________________ 

April       25___________________  Oct.    24______________________ 

May        2____________________  Sept   31_______________________ 

May        9____________________  Nov.    7______________________ 

May        16___________________  Nov.    14______________________  

May        23___________________  Nov.    21      No Flowers        

May        30___________________  Nov.    28_____________________ 

June        6____________________  Dec.     5______________________ 

June       13___________________   Dec.     12_____________________    

June       20___________________  Dec.     19    Poinsettia Sunday 

June       27____________________  Dec.     26_____________________ 
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St. Paul United Methodist Church Nursery 
Policy Regarding Sick Children 

Youngsters placed in this nursery MUST be symptom free for at 
least 24 hours (no fever, vomiting, diarrhea) prior to attending the 
nursery. 

St. Paul United Methodist Church Nursery Age Level Policy 

This nursery is intended ONLY for children not yet in kindergarten (ages 1-5 years). Begin-
ning with kindergarten-aged children, parents should plan for their attendance in worship. 

100th Year Celebration Project 

Pack 145 is in need of old (per 1970’s) scout uniform patches related to Pack 145 for a pro-
ject to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Boy Scouting in America. The Pack is also very 
interested in any photographs of scouting activities at St. Paul UMC during its 70+ years. 
Items are needed by January 15th. Please contact Henry or Lisa Bass at 381-1077. 

Community Advent Service Schedule 

Lunch begins at 11:30, with the service from 12:20-12:50 (you can come on lunch break) 

December 4—St Paul United Methodist Church 

Liturgist: Rev. David Goodpasture 

Preacher: Rev. Les Horning, Christiansburg Mennonite Fellowship 
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Staff/Parish Committee 

The Staff/Parish Relations Committee will be meeting in January, focusing on continued 
appointments. In accordance to the responsibility given the Committee to receive com-
ments from the congregation on this matter, we list the Committee members:. These letters  
must be in writing and signed. 
Karen Poff, Chair    Peggy Chafin 
2940 Riner  Road    P.O. Box 1312 
Christiansburg, Va 24073   Christiansburg, Va 24068 
382-2887     382-0269 
Omar Ross     Donna Chafin    
1896 Mud Pike Road    745 Atkinson Road 
Christiansburg, Va 24073   Christiansburg, Va 24073 
382-6747     382-5408 
Dan Rhudy     Margaret Ann Peyton 
2024 Radford Road    145 Robin Road 
Christiansburg, Va 24073   Christiansburg, Va 24073 
382-2555     382-6568 
Karen Birchfield    Joel Buhyoff 
915 George Edward Via   2110 Lubna Drive 
Christiansburg, Va 24073   Christiansburg, Va 24073 
382-7763     381-4315 
Melodee Wade     Tom Bell 
1007 Arrington Road    165 Meadow Drive 
Blacksburg, Va 24060    Christiansburg, Va 24073 
951-0235     382-6612 
Jane Collins 
140 Grove Ave. 
Christiansburg, Va 24073 
382-3694 
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Roanoke District Leadership Training Event  

Saturday, January 9, 2010, 9:00 am to 12:30 pm 

Bonsack United Methodist Church, 4493 Bonsack Rd., Roanoke, VA 

(Brochures are available online at www.roanokeumc.org) 

CLASS OPPORTUNITIES 

Lay Leadership: Led by Warner Bonderman 
Stewardship: Led by Brenda Brooks 

Endowments and Planned Giving: Led by Larry Broomall 
Changing Hearts and Changing Minds Abut the “E” Word: Led by Tim Tate 

Prayer 101: Led by Gary Robbins 
Mission Trips/Projects: Led by Jean Broyles 

Trustees: Led by Stephen Hundley 
How to Run a Meeting: Led by Stephen Hundley 

Children’s Ministry: Led by Susan Wagner 
Alta Mons: Led by Jason Masching 

Welcoming—Hospitality: Led by Debbie Brown 
United Methodist Women: Led by Nancy Sasser 

The Roanoke District Leadership Training Event is for both clergy and Laity. Our goal is 
to equip and support those in leadership in the local church.  

Sunday Morning Christmas Carols in December 

The St. Paul choirs will lead a brief ten-minute congregational carol-
sing prior to 8:45 and 11:00 AM worship on each of the Sundays in 
December. Find your seat in the pew ten minutes before the start of 
worship to join in the fun! 
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WHAT A PARTY IT WILL BE . . . 

GUEST OF HONOR: Jesus Christ 

DATE: Everyday. Traditionally, December 25, but He’s always around, so the date is    
flexible. 

TIME: Whenever you’re ready. Please don’t be too late though, or you’ll miss out on all 
the fun. 

PLACE:  In your heart. He’ll meet you there—you’ll hear Him knock. 

ATTIRE: Come as you are. Grubbies are okay as He’ll be washing our clothes anyway. He 
said something about new white robes and crowns for everyone who stays till the last. 

TICKETS: Admission is free. He’s already paid for everyone. He says you wouldn't have 
been able to afford it—it’s cost Him everything He had! 

REFRESHMENTS: New wine, bread and a far-out drink He calls “living water”. This 
will be followed by a supper, that promises to be out of this world! 

GIFT SUGGESTIONS: Your heart. He’s one of those people who already has everything 
else. (He’s very generous in return though—just wait until you see what He has for you!) 

ENTERTAINMENT: Joy, Peace, Truth, Light, Life, Love, Real Happiness, Communion 
with God. Forgiveness, Miracles, Healing, Power, Eternity in Paradise...and much more! 
(All rated “G” so bring your family and friends.) 

RSVP: Very important! He must know ahead, so He can reserve a spot for you at the table. 
Also, He’s keeping a list of His friends for future reference. He calls it the “Lamb’s Book of 
Life”. 

PARTY GIVEN BY: His kids. That’s us! Hope to see you there! Let us rejoice and be glad 
and give Him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself 
ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear. (Fine linen stands for the right-
eous acts of the saints.) Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the 
Lamb!      —-Revelation 19:7-0 

…...the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  -Romans 6:23 
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New St. Paul Choir Director                               

We welcome Dr. Chris White to the St. Paul church staff as our new 
part-time Choir Director. Chris is a professor in the Music Depart-
ment at Radford University and has very recently completed a Ph.D. 
in Music Education. He and his wife, Shelly, have three daughters – 
Kathryn (14), McKenzie (13), and Brianna (9). The Whites lived 
previously in Dodge City, Kansas and have been St. Paul members 
for over a year. The girls are active in church youth and children’s 
ministries and Chris has been serving as an adult worker with our St. 
Paul Youth Fellowship. Shelly works in Kitchen Design at the 
Christiansburg Home Depot. Welcome – and congratulations -- 
Chris! 

Poinsettias 

Poinsettias will be placed in the church this year on Sunday, December 20th. All orders will 
be placed through the church office and paid to the church. The cost is $18..00 per 2 plant 
poinsettia. A form is provided below for your order and how you would like it to read in 
the special bulletin insert. If possible, your order should be in to the church by Friday, De-
cember 11th so the florist can insure delivery. 

NAME_______________________________________________________ 
 

PHONE NO.__________________________________________________ 
 

NUMBER OF POINSETTIAS ORDERED__________________________ 
 

IN HONOR/MEMORY OF______________________________________ 
 

BY___________________________________________________________ 
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A Word about Influenza and the Worshipping Community 

In response to the outbreaks of seasonal flu and H1N1 flu virus that have beset our com-
munity and many other areas of the world, some thoughts are in order regarding our inter-
actions as a worshipping fellowship. Many Christian congregations have put in place some 
different practices for the duration of the current pandemic. So, too, at St. Paul we have 
installed several hand sanitizer dispensers at locations around the building and everyone is 
encouraged to make use of these and frequent hand-washing to help prevent the transmis-
sion of the flu virus. 

The major ways that people contract the flu are through skin-to-skin contact and air-borne 
particles (coughing and sneezing).  Therefore, coughs and sneezes that cannot be directed 
into a tissue or handkerchief should be directed towards one’s elbow or shoulder rather 
than the hand. For purposes of greeting one another, it is preferable to forego the tradi-
tional handshake in favor of an alternative that does not involve skin-to-skin contact (e.g., a 
pat on the upper arm, the “knuckle-bump” often employed by sports teammates, a polite 
bow of the head, or placing forearms together in the shape of a cross). 

These suggestions are offered not as a permanent change but as an interim practice for the 
next few months when the likelihood of spreading contagious disease is fairly high. We 
should remember that, while contracting the flu is an unpleasant but bearable experience 
for most, for others the complications from flu can be life-threatening. Therefore, in 
church it’s okay to err on the side of caution, safety, and love. 

 
 




