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Jesus said, òWhy do you call me ôLord, Lordõ, and not do what I tell 

you?ó (Luke 6:46) 

In a recent session of the òInvitation to the New Testa-

mentó class that I lead on Wednesday evenings, the theme 

of the lesson was Christian discipleship. More specifically, 

we learned that to follow Jesus is to respond to his call to a 

transformed life. Jesus commends the person who òcomes to me, 

hears my words, and acts on themó (Luke 6:47b). We discovered 

in the New Testament teachings of Jesus, Paul, and James, a 

central truth -- that genuine faith manifests itself in a trans-

formed life that produces goodness and justice in human 

relationships. 

Too often, when considering the nature of Christian disci-

pleship, faith and works have been held in opposition.  

Many times, Paulõs letters have been misconstrued to argue 

the point that faith alone is what is required in following Je-

sus. Similarly, the Letter of James sometimes has been mis-

understood to emphasize righteous works to the exclusion 

of faith. In reality, each of these leaders of the early church, 

in keeping with Jesusõ teachings, sought to emphasize that 

having a genuine, sincere faith transforms the believerõs life 

into one marked by acts of righteousness and servanthood. 

In shepherding the flock that is the St. Paul congregation, it 

is a privilege to be in relationship with many sincere disci-

ples of Jesus Christ ð those whose lives reflect a genuine 

faith commitment manifesting itself in deeds of justice and 

mercy in everyday living. As I look back on the year recently 
(Continued on page 9) 
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St. Paul Administrative Board 

The St. Paul United Methodist 

Church Praise òBandó practices 

on Thursday nights from 

7:30-8:30. We play for the Sunday 

evening worship service and hope 

to expand our performances into 

other services in the coming year. 

The music is a mix of 

contemporary, blended, 

and traditional. We con-

tinue to seek singers and 

musicians. Please feel free 

to come and participate. 

The Administrative Board is the 

chief decision-making body 

within the local church. It is re-

sponsible for the administration 

and organization of the churchõs 

ministries and for planning and 

implementing the churchõs overall 

mission. The Board meets on odd

-numbered months, and some-

times special meetings are held 

for important decisions. 

Members of the Board are elected 

at the fall Charge Conference and 

divided into three classes who 

serve for three years as well as the 

chairperson serving for three 

years. 

Each meeting has a devotion and 

a report from the following: 

¶ Finance 

¶ Property Committee 

¶ Council on Ministries 

¶ Treasurer 

¶ Staff/Parish Committee 

¶ Education & Youth 

¶ Worship  

¶ Music 

¶ United Methodist Men 

¶ United Methodist Women 

¶ Lay Leader 

¶ A report from both pastors 

All members of the congregation 

are welcome to attend meetings 

of the Administrative Board with 

the elected Board members exer-

cising voting privileges. 

Harvey Sowers, Chairman 

February 
Birthdays 
 

Arthur Poffð1 

Lewis Meredithð4 

Teri Mooreð7 

Bill Ayresð7 
Hannah Barrettð10 

Bob Birchfieldð10 

Pauline Pitsingerð13 

David Laneð13 

Tracy McCoyð16 

Red Phillipsð17 

Linda Owenð17 

Mary Shermanð18 

Amy Priceð19 

George Gammonð22 

Henry Nixonð23 

Kelly Robertsonð28 

 

 

Praise Musicians Needed 
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The Christiansburg Ministerial Association 

invites you to participate in this yearõs 

Lenten Lunch and Worship Series on the 

Fridays in Lent beginning the Friday after 

the first Sunday of Lent. Each Friday start-

ing at 11:30 a.m., a simple lunch will be 

served by the host church. This will be fol-

lowed by a worship service starting at 12:20 

and ending by 12:55 p.m. There is no 

charge for the lunch, but an offering will be 

received and used towards the ministries of 

the Ministerial Association, including sup-

porting the Montgomery County Emer-

gency Assistance Program (MCEAP). The 

schedule of locations for this yearõs series 

is:  

¶ February 15 ð Our Saviour Lutheran 

Church, 1845 Cambria St. NE, 382-2223 

¶ February 22 ð St. Paul United Methodist 

Church, 220 W. Main St., 382-2410 

¶ February 29 ð First Church of God, 650 

Canaan Rd., 382-6350  

¶ March 7 ð St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 

103 E. Main St., 382-4365 

¶ March 14 ð Christiansburg Presbyterian 

Church, 107 W. Main St., 382-2802 

¶ March 21 ð Good Friday ð Park United 

Methodist, 306 Park St., 382-4062 

12:00 Noon ð 3:00 pm (no lunch provided)

    

   

 

Community Lenten Services 

Valentine Sweetheart Party 

The United Methodist Men will sponsor the Sweetheart Party on 

February 14th at 6:30 pm.  A catered meal, music, games, con-

tests, jokes, and a devotion.  This will be a fun nightñcall the 

church office for reservations by Monday, February 11, 2008.  

The cost is $13.00 per person which includes tax and tip. 

The United Methodist Men will hold their regular monthly meet-

ing on Thursday, February 21st at 6:30 pm. 
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Spiritual Growth Retreat 

Lay Speaking Academy 

Come to Blackstone for a celebration of 30 years of Lay Speaking Ministries conference-

level training.  There are 20 advanced classes for Certified Lay Speakers and an introduc-

tory Basic class for new Local Church Lay Speakers.  Classes range from Older Adult Min-

istries and the Local Church Demographics workshops, to storytelling and learning about 

the Bible.  Check out the Conference website at http://www.vaumc.org/repository/

Events/WesleyExhorterBlackstoneIssue2008.pdf  for more information.   If you have 

trouble with the link, go to www.vaumc.org, select òEventsó and then select February 22-

24, 2008.  Copies of the brochure are also available in the church office. 

Deadline for registration with the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center (VUMAC) 

is February 18.  The registration form and check for the cost (room-and-board and pro-

gram fee) must be mailed to VUMAC to secure a bed for the weekend.  Contact Cyndi 

Schnell with any questions regarding registration.  You will be given instructions on how to 

secure and pay for the books needed for many of the classes (some have handouts only). 

Spiritual Growth Retreat ð Sponsored by 

the Conference Board of Laity 

April 12-13, 2008 at the Virginia United 

Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone, 

Virginia. 

Theme:  Treasure Seekers 

Cost:  Adults (lodging, meals) $60.00, Reg-

istration Fee - $25.00   TOTAL: $85.00 

Children (5-11) - $44.00, Registration Fee - 

$8.00    TOTAL $52.00 

Day Retreaters: Registration Fee ð $25.00, 

Lunch $6.75, Dinner $7.75  TOTAL $39.50 

 

The registration fee is non-refundable and 

must accompany the registration by March 

22, 2008.  Both must accompany registra-

tion form in order to register.  A cancella-

tion fee of $10.00 will not be refunded. 

For more information, contact the church 

office. 

 


