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From the Pastords Study

From the Past or drgth8 TenCyndmandments,
. God established for us things
ARemember the SadPdparidhhingsoito do.
arr]\d”kleip it h%llyd S|>i|days YOU  The first four commandments
shall fabor and do all your have to do with our relation-
work. But the seventh day is a hi ith he | .
Sabbath to the Lord your Ship wit GO(.j' The last SIX
Go d (Exodus 20:8L0a) haye to_do with our relation-
ships with one another. Jesus

gave us the shorthand version |pside this issue:
when he was asked which .
was the greatest of the com- Pastor 63 Pag
mandment s: NY oBithdayg al 12 | ov
the Lord your God with all .

y Associated News

In these latter days of Decem-
ber, what one of us does not
take a moment or more to
consider the year that is now
drawing to a close? With such .
considerations comes a flood YOUr heart, soul, mind, and o
of memories some we hold strength, and you shall love  Movie Night 3

dear, gladdening our hearts,. Y OUT nei ghbor Q@gpypurgself

Others, we would just as soon : , ;
J The change in human life that Committee Notels

forget. ; .

g God intends through the giv- ypmw News 5
ing of the commandments is
not one that God forces upon Buffets >

new beginnings. | suppose us. Itis a change that we em- Prayers 6
that is why inevitably our brace when we take the com-

t hought s t ur nMmangnenisseriouglyangtry o
resolutions’ about what we  t© live them out with every

would like to change about ~ fiPer of our being. But God
our lives in the New Year. does not coerce us into that

change. It is a change that we
must desire for ourselves.

The prospect of a New Year
holds with it the promise of

In establishing a covenant
with the people of Israel, the
sovereign God of the universe
resolved to bring about a
change in human life. In giv-

The Sabbath day is the great-
est blessing that God has
given us in order to nurture
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the relationship with him that we I 2 I dondt unde
desire. God commands thatwere- angr y. 0O

member the Sabbath day and keep
it holy T that is, set it apart as the
day of our encounter with the living
God. But if we fail to keep the
commandment and grow lax in our
observance of the worship of God,
we ultimately fail to grow in our
relationship with God.

We know what the problem is wit
that picture. While the husband
might be technically right, showin
up once a month is no way to bui
a relationship. In the same way,
since God has chosen to use the
Word and the sacraments within
worship gatherings of his people
reveal his love for the world, it is
important in building our relation-
ship with God that we be present
worship regularly.

Imagine two young people who fall
in love and decide to get married.
They spend months preparing for
their marriage ceremony and the
grand reception which follows. Af-
ter a wonderful honeymoon, they
move into their little ondvedroom comes the opportunity for new be
apartment. On her first night in her ginnings. Coming to know God
new home, the wife prepares a nice through regular attendance upon
dinner and waits for her husband to Sabbath worship opens us to an
come home. He d o empnedation of thevdivine blessin
that may otherwise go unnoticed
One week passes, two weeks, three and ignored when we fail to makd

With the dawning of a new year

January
rs Bgtrhﬁia)@h

Lee Sieglé 1
Bill Smithd 1
Brenda Reynolds 1
Grace Karneg 1
Nelson Ridinged 4
d_%ecky Pharid 5
Dubby Charltod 6
Eric Burlingamé 7
gurtis Chrismad 8
&ynthia Sowerd 8
Nancy Moy® 10
McKenzie
gfiunningharﬁ 12
ay Newmaé 12
Grace GoodpastwE3
Anna Clabaugd 13
Laurie Tucked 18
-John Peteds 20
Lindsey Peters 26
Dewey Lusk 29
Jay Joned 31

)S

—

weekséand stil | hinee fod®od.sAs your pasthro w
Then, suddenly, a month later he
comes into the apartment at 5:30,
sits down at the table and calls out, divine encounter for you.

AHI honey! Whladms for dinner
starving! o How i $nticbrwist ésgpie
react? She screams at him, unload-

ing a montho6és wo PdstorDavid hur t
anger.

He, seemingly surprised, says,
iwhat 6s your probl em?
you, didndét 1?2 | said,

please know that | am praying that
the year 2008 will truly be a time of
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Associated News Movie Night

Off we go again into a new calendar year! | Beginning Friday, January 18, St. Paul is

have been excited about many of the things sponsoring a youth movie night here at
happening at St. Paul inthe lastyear,andif t he church. We 01 | ? ;
. C . o

the buzz 16m catchingnjieSsnacks)an & gbbcfiihb. | BAiry

what is to come, hol gjRdang ne(gﬁb%r%, ad%5.80%or 0 b
great year!

Letds get ready for g.ﬁaztzéas' owgﬁrlné, bbe%'nalg
not forget that Chri |gqﬁg0§nopt{h€étglr|d OOf; érﬁydaamsov el
the 6th of January (Epiphany). Those 12 who yvould like to help chaperone the .

days, grab all the positive Christmas energy €Venings, please contact the church office.
you can so that it can energize you the rest of

the year. The love of God made flesh in

Christ is a wonderful thing to be able to cele-

brate, and we should at all times in all places!

Take advantage of the Bible studies, personal

devotions, training events, groups within the = X

church, and any as many ways that we can '
energize ourselves with the Spirit of Christ.

We must all do this in order to better arm our-
selves against the negative forces that strive

to destroy rather than
Christmas Spirit is so important to embrace

and own as our own.

We have a great year ah
working together to bring more people, more
diverse people, and more young people to our
church as we minister to Christiansburg. If

you have an idea for a ministry or outreach or
program that wedre not involved in, 16d | o
to hear it!

Yours in Christ
Pastor Brian
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Staff/Parish Committee 2008

Each United Methodist congregation elects a Committee onBaafh Re-

|l ati ons that has among its responsi bil
tors and staff on matters pertaining to the effectiveness of ministry; relation-

ships with the congregation; conditions that may impede the effectiveness of
ministry; to interpret the nature and
with the bishop and/or district superintendent in an advisory capacity relative

to the making of annual clergy appointments (United Methodist Book of Dis-

cipline, 2004).

The StaffParish Relations Committee-@8RC) serves in a supportive role for
the clergy and church staff and seeks to foster good communications, under-
standing, and relations between the church membership and its professional
staff. Oral and written communications to members of HRRE are wel-

come from church members and staff regarding any questions, concerns, or
expressions of appreciation they may have. As with all church correspon-
dence, any written communication must, of course, be signed. Please keep in
mind that the committee is here to serve, and all conversations in the commit-
tee are held in confidence.

We are pleased to have the following persons serving in this important capac-
ity in 2008:

Janet Shelburne, Chair  Dan Rhudy Harold Linkous
Karen Poff Jay Newman John Eanes
Dubby Charlton Karen Birchfield Brenda Ross
Melodee Wade Harvey Sowers

As our church committees and ministry teams go about their worl” (&
in the New Yearé faithfu S \1' ance
is a key. On those occasions that persons are not able. - 0'l l
attend a scheduled meeting, please remember to conta KG{T
the chairperson, group leader, or the church office ahea 0 °
of time. Thank you for your consideration.
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United Methodist Women

| am very proud to have served during the term of 20RP807 and would like to thank
each and every member for all that you did to assist me in my role as President. To-
gether we got it done!

The theme for United Methodist &idtmeon- i n
tinue the refrainitgoe Publ i sh gl ad tidings, tiding
redemption and releaseo. Can you name
you think of a better sentiment for United Methodist Women? ! !

At this time | would like to introduce you to your new Executive Board for
2008 2009:

President: Patsy Sparks Circle 2 President: Donna Chafin
Vice-President: Amy Price Circle 3 President: Joyce Bishop
Secretary: Cindy Koziol Circle 4 President: Margaret Ann Peyton
Treasurer: Brenda Ross Circle 5 President: Ruth Boothe

Reading: Joyce Bishop

Spiritual Life: Jean Woodyard

Membership: Brandy McCoy

Social Concerns: Holly Siegle
Please help with your continued support and prayers of this committee. God bless you
all and have a healthy, happy New Year. Love, Marjorie Vitale

Sunday Buffets at Camp Alta Mons

The Sunday buffets begin on Januar{ 48d go through March"® 12:30i 2:00 pm.
All meals include appetizers, salad bar, soup, dessert and beverage.
Reservations are required at least one week in advance. Call the camp
office at 2682409. The cost is $11.00 for adults and $7.50 for children. A complete
menu is posted on the bulletin board outside the church office.
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THE ANGELSAIDTOTHEM , A Do not bé |anfbringingdqu gdod r

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,

who i s the Messi ahlLuke2:hG&1 Lor d. o

Loving Creator,

We give thanks for the birth of joy in our lives at Christmas.
Let us go forth as messengers of the good news

of great joy for all people. Amen.

From p. 52 ofAlive Now November/December 1999. Copyright 1999 by The Upper Room.
All Rights Reserved. Used with permission.

A Prayer for the New Year

Father of mercies, teach us today and every day of the year to see in all that surrounds us
occasions for praise and thanksgiving to

garments and of a surrendered life; when we wonder at the power of a storm and of your

transforming love; when we listen to the happy laughter of children and to the promises of

your Word. When life gets so dreary that we find it difficult to praise you, remind us of the
working of your hands in every corner of the universe.
Help us, dear Lord, to commit our lives to the noble causes for which Jesus Christ lived

and died. Help us to stand for the right rather than the easy; to search for truth rather than

popularity; to fight for the welfare of people rather than institutions; and to love all people
rather than seek to be loved by all people.

Help each person in his or her need. Deliver us from the guilt and love of our sins. Through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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