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Speaking live on BBC Radio on Christmas Day, 1939, the 

first Christmas of the Second World War, King George VI 

noted, òA new year is at hand. We cannot tell what it will 

bring.ó And then, quoting lines which were not well known 

at the time but which became famous instantly, the king con-

tinued, òI said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, 

ôGive me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.õ 

And he replied, ôGo out into the darkness, and put your hand 

into the Hand of God. That shall be better than light, and 

safer than a known way.õ The king then concluded, òMay that 

almighty hand guide and uphold us all.ó 

The King of England spoke to his people as their little island 

nation, already having experienced for years the difficulties of 

that decadeõs international financial crisis, was now engaged 

in a fight for its very survival against the Axis powers of 

Europe. The financial turmoil that has unfolded in 2008 in 

our own country and throughout the world, coupled with our 

nationõs ongoing wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, has conspired 

to create a circumstance of great anxiety for many of us as we 

contemplate the year to come. The words of King George VI 

from nearly seven decades ago seem hauntingly appropriate 

to our present circumstance: òA new year is at hand. We can-

not tell what it will bring.ó 

It is well to recall that the new year at hand, rendered A.D. 

2009, is a shorthand designation for òAnno Domini 2009ó, 

translated from the Latin as òthe year of our Lord 2009ó. It is 

my prayer that we not forget that the year to come is the 

Lordõs. With that in mind, I offer this blessing to you and 
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yours as we end this year 2008: May you be willing to step 

out into the darkness, putting your hand in the hand of 

God, Emmanuel, God-who-is-with-you, and may that al-

mighty hand guide and uphold you, throughout this day, 

throughout this year, and throughout all eternity.  

Christõs grace and peace be with you, 

David Goodpasture 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

January 
Birthdays 

Lee Siegleð1 

Bill Smithð1 

Brenda Reynoldsð1 

Grace Karnesð1 

Kathryn Whiteð5 

Becky Pharisð5 

Dubby Charltonð6 

Roger Florað7 

Eric Burlingameð7 

Curtis Chrismanð8 

Cynthia Sowersð8 

Joe Draperð8 

Bowman Altizerð9 

Nancy Moyeð10 

Jay Newmanð12 

McKenzie Cunningham-12 

Blake Owenð12 

Madison Williamsð12 

Anna Clabaughð13 

Grace Goodpastureð13 

Jeannette Clavezð14 

Brianna Whiteð17 

Laurie Tuckerð18 

Dennis Semonesð20 

John Petersð20 

Todd Fitchð21 

Eliza Eatonð22 

Lindsey Petersð26 

Dewey Luskð29 

Jay Jonesð31 

Andy Caudleð31 

New Bible Study in the New Year 

Jesus said to them, òI must proclaim the good news of the 

kingdom of Godé for I was sent for this purpose.ó  -- 

Luke 4:43 

The kingdom of God is the central organizing principle of 

Jesusõ ministry and witness. It is a foundational Biblical 

theme, animating the whole of scripture from its beginning 

to end. And yet, when asked to explain what is meant by the 

phrase òthe kingdom of Godó, the typical Christian is at a 

loss to respond. 

How would you like to become an atypical Christian? 

Begin the New Year by joining our Senior Pastor, David 

Goodpasture, for a six-week Bible study on òThe Kingdom 

of Godó-- Wednesday nights, 6:30-7:30 PM, in the Resource 

Room (Room 102), beginning January 7. Just bring yourself, 

a Bible, and a desire to grow closer in your relationship with 

Jesus Christ. No pre-registration required. 



Page 3  JANUARY  2009 

 

 

 

 

A Fresh Start 

How are the New Year resolutions going?  Is it harder to get to the gym than you antici-

pated, and even harder to ramp down the holiday eating?  Thereõs one resolution in which 

you can succeed ð resolving to make a difference in the world.  And hereõs howé 

St. Paulõs new volunteer tutoring program will finally be starting!  Based on the low num-

ber of students confirmed at Christiansburg Elementary School, I will be making matches 

at that school on individual bases as needs arise.  In the meantime, we were blessed when 

Christiansburg Middle School expressed a strong interest in having us as volunteer tu-

tors.  There is much excitement from their staff and things are moving quickly, so we are 

implementing a program there as well.  You may be thinking OH NO, middle school-

ers!  First of all, we are going to tutor sixth-graders because evidence shows that the 

younger the child the more productive the outcome of tutoring, and sixth-graders are prac-

tically like elementary kids.  Secondly, I have a middle schooler and I can tell you they are 

not really that bad. J   

 Our hope is to finish organizing the program and hold an orientation during the first half 

of January, then begin tutoring in the second semester which begins Jan. 22.  We still need 

caring people to give their time to struggling students and get the children excited about 

reading.  Tutors will work with children on teacher-guided activities at the school during a 

one-hour weekly time slot.  Hours are flexible during the school day.   Reading help is the 

most crucial at CMS.  We ask for a firm commitment for at least six weeks, preferably 

through the end of the school year, as consistency benefits the students.  Tutor training can 

be provided but be assured that you're qualified.  If you can read this, you can be a success-

ful tutor!    

In short, anyone can improve the life of a Christiansburg child with just one free hour per 

week.   If interested, or for more information, contact Jennifer Cooper at 381-5854 or co-

operjp@nrvunwired.net. 
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Communion Offering 

Where does your Communion Offering go?         

During the Month of November we gave assistance in the amount of $1,748 to 29 indi-

viduals/families in the Christiansburg area.  This has helped these families keep their elec-

tric on, food on their table, a place to live and in other ways where there is need. The needs 

seem to be greater at this time.  Your special Communion offering makes this possible.  

Church Directory Corrections 

Please note the following corrections/additions in the back of your directory: 

Peggy ChafinñCorrect phone # (540)382-0269 

Add: 

Sue Croy 

334 B Pepper Street 

Christiansburg, Va 24073 

 

Frank & Lois Bersch phone #  (585) 334-5031 

 

Flowers for the Altar 

You are reminded of the flower calendar located outside the 

church office.  This provides you an opportunity to place flowers 

in the church on Sunday morning in honor or memory of some-

one.  The cost is $25.00, and you can make checks payable to the 

church and mark for òflowersó.  Give the church office a call the 

week prior to the Sunday you are signed up for so we can put the 

proper announcement in the bulletin. 



Page 5  JANUARY  2009 

YOUTH YAK  

Important to the health of your church!  Read even if you are over age 18! 

There are a lot of exciting things starting to happen for St. Paulõs youth!!  A Youth Advi-

sory Committee (YAC) was recently formed to strengthen St. Paulõs youth program.  The 

strength of the program is not necessarily measured in attendance numbers, dollars raised, 

or number of events held.  The strength of the program is measured in whether the pro-

gram is making a difference in the lives of our youth.  All activities should WIN youth to 

Christ through fun activities, BUILD them up in their callings to Christ with spiritual 

growth opportunities, or SEND them into mission.  With that in mind, the committee is 

evaluating current activities and brainstorming new ways that we can encourage our young 

people to be involvedé 

Birthday Bash:  Start the year off right!  Come celebrate January youth birthdays with us 

at our first meeting of 2009 on January 4. 

9/9/9/9:  Donõt miss the Lock-In on January 9, 2009 from 9 p.m. to 9 a.m.  Twelve full 

hours of fun are planned, including games, movies, solving a murder mystery, and eating 

the biggest banana split.  This is a great time to get into youth! 

Souper Bowl:  Americaõs youth will once again transform Super Bowl weekend into the 

nationõs largest youth-led weekend of giving and serving through Souper Bowl of Caring, 

Feb. 1.  Join thousands of United Methodists in the fight against hunger by giving in the 

weeks beforehand canned food in marked boxes, or monetary donations to the Souper 

Bowl fund.  We have challenged the Presbyterian, Lutheran, and Episcopal churches to a 

contest to see who can collect the most for MCEAP, so help make our youth ð and St. Paul 

ð stand out in the community. 

Questions?  Ideas?  Please feel free to contact me at 381-5854 or cooperjl90@gmail.com. 

Lee Cooper,  Chairman, Education Committee 

 

Devotionals 

Just a reminder that the January/February Upper Room are now available in the church 

narthex.  This is a wonderful daily devotional guide suitable for the entire family to have 

time together in Godõs Word . 
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Associated News 

Well, itõs officially 2009.  As our Christmas celebration winds down on Epiphany, on the 

6th, itõs time to think about how this year will be different.  Lots of resolutions are made 

this time of year, many of which never are kept.  Maybe our resolutions arenõt kept because 

theyõre unrealistic, or because they require large shifts in our behavior.  Or maybe, our reso-

lutions arenõt kept because they really are trivial things that donõt matter much.  How about 

this year, we make a meaningful resolution of trust?  What I mean is that this year we can 

make the choice in our lives to trust God more in what we do, especially at the church.  As 

the church, we are the agents of Godõs actions in the world, so we should probably make 

sure our decisions are in line with Godõs wishes for us.  Letõs strive to make every decision 

with prayer, listening for Godõs prompting and assistance.  As a congregation, weõre made 

up of many smart and talented people.  Letõs strive to remember that we still do need God 

to guide those skills to do maximum ministry.  Trusting God is a resolution that we can 

keep because it does make a difference in our lives and in the lives of those around us. 

When in doubt, pray! 

I am thankful for each and every person at St. Paul, for together we do accomplish much in 

following Jesusõ commission, òGo out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this 

way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.ó (Matthew 28:19, The Message).  We indeed are a wonderful community of Christ.  

We just need to make sure that we invite Christ into all of our decisions for the community.  

We do much, but we still have much to accomplish.  Thanks be to God for Godõs grace, 

Godõs love, and Godõs mercy.  Together, letõs celebrate Godõs work, and make sure to in-

vite the guest of honor! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 
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