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From the Pastorodos Stugdy

A couple of weeks ago, a fkzen persons from St. Paul

participated at the Roanoke Civic Center in three days of

worship, business, and inspiration that was the 226th session

of the Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist

Church. As | enter now into my 23rd year of pastoral mimisde this issue:
try, the occasion of Annual Conference is often a time OfBliﬁF] days 5
acquainting with United Methodist frieddsity and clergy Summer Giving3
0 whom | have known from previous years but now seed'ﬂ-e ctory 3
frequently. | suppose | am now at the point in my service, to .

P 4
the church where, upon seeing these friends from the paggf%(;”

) 4
C_onference_ each year, | am struck by how_ many are shc{y%lirégs of Youtls
signs of aging. | can only assume that their impression ypo &
seeing me at Conference year after year is much the same. . o .
There is a reason for tléatveare Assistance 7
aging, along with the rest of ouyBS 8

denomination. Dr. Lovett Weemssunday School8
has been consulting with the Virassociated Nevés
ginia Annual Conference about

the challenges confronting our

1,214 Virginia congregations in

fulfilling our primary mission as

the churchd to make disciples for

Jesus Christ. From his study of the subject, Dr. Weems notes

that when the number of United Methodist Church members

in the U.S. stopped growing in the
members was well below the general population, and that

reality continued until about 1975. Since 1975, the average

(Continued on pag®)



ST. PAUL® PAGES

Page 2

(Continued from pagg)
age in U.S. United Methodism has gone up consistently. |

Weems notes wryly that o0dses
denomination, with the help of medical science we arg
alive. 6 He <continues wupon

consider the following tongirecheek (but nevertheless pr

vocative) question: o0Can
United Methodism alive?6-I
evident answer to that question.

ltds a dilemma in which w
many of the Christian denominations within the United S

are confronting the same challenge. You may have seer
of the recent news items concerning the Southern Baptist
vention, the nationds | ar

encing similar trends. Lovett Weems points out that the

of Virginia is one part of the United States experiencing pdb’lﬁa

lation growth, an increase in its percentage of young pe
and an increase in population diversity. In response tg
demographic reality, he challenges the Virginia congreg
of The United Methodist Church to consider one more q
ti on: 0Can the church <cha
peopl e, and more diverse p

It is a question that we can ignore, but given the demogr
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realities of the world in which we live, one that we can igrRRwssell William$ 24

only to the peril of our fundamental calling in Christ ddsus

make disciples for the Gospel. It has been gratifying for m nBRHIE

past week to see the dedication of many of our adult ang

Patsy Sparl& 26

e Stevers 26
Clarksod 27
Wadé 27

&

leaders who have worked tirelessly to provide a wonderfuly,

cation Bible School opportunity here at St. Paul for some

éhael Duncad 27
al Joned 29

Matthed BravaP1b s €

no

5t al

c h

five preschool through elementary age children. The sbObse-
guent celebration of this experience during the Sunday worship

service provided an opportunity for these young peopl

(Continued on pagg)
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(Continued from pag@)

share their gifts of love and joy with the whole congregation. The commitment of ot
church members to this ministry is truly putting the words of the Gospel into action as v
remember Jesusd command: oLet the I itt]
such belongs to the kingdom of God. ¢

A commitment to activities such as these is vital to our efforts to reach more peop
younger people, and more diverse people. We need to remember what &raitbiage

|l ess than the destiny of soul s. Let 6ds t
each generation of potential believers in our éhadisto the glory of God!

Grace and peace to you,
David A. Goodpasture, D.Min

Summertime Giving Reminder

The summer months are for many of us an opportunity to enjoy soesemied rest
and relaxation. If vacation or family gatherings take you away from St. Paul somg this s
mer , pl ease make every effort to keegp vy
rent. Our commitments and obligations as a congregation continue during the summer
throughout the rest of the year. If summer travel and involvements have caused [you to
behind your own projections of supplort

ocatch upd6 upon your return. Thank ylou.

Church Directory

Coming in August and Septemb&Ye are doing a new Church Directory! The dates for
pictures are August 18th, 19th, 20th and September ?"/'-\) @

and 3rd. You will be contacted later on to schedule your (=

ture. It is very important that we have good part|C|pat|0V ’4

our directory will be complete. This is a very helpful tc /[1/(\

getting to know new people and have current plcture L///

dresses and phone numbers of our members.
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Church Wide Picnic

You are invited to come to the annual church picnic at Camp Alta
Mons in Shawsville on Sunday, July 20th, 300:00 pm. We will eat A2

at 5:00 pm. There will be games, swimming, hiking to the falls, if ? ) %

like. This is a great time of fellowship and a time to get to know
folks. Hope to see each one there for good food and fun.

Softball Schedule

July 1st 7:00 pm Kiwanis Big Field
July 3rd 9:00 pm Kiwanis Big Field
July 15th 9:00 pm Kiwanis Big Field
July 17th 9:00 pm Kiwanis Big Field
July22nd  6:00 pm Kiwanis Big Field
July 24th 8:00 pm Harkrader Field 2 (New Middle School)
July 29th 6:00 pm Harkrader Field 2
July 31st 7:00 pm Harkrader Field 2
August 5th  8:00 pm Harkrader Field 3
August 7th  6:00 pm Harkrader Field 2
August 12th 8:00 pm Harkrader Field 3
August 14rh 6:00 pm Harkrader Field 2
August 14th  7:00 pm Harkrader Field 2
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Voices of Youth

Voices of Youth VA is a mission choir of high school youth whose primary purpose is tc
experience United Methodist missions and to share their experiences through mu
thereby awakening and challenging local UMC churches and individuals to reach ou
mission.

Voices of Youth VA is sponsored by the General Board of Global Ministries of the Vir-
ginia Conference of the United Methodist Church.

***NEW***

2008 VOICES OF YOUTH
SHADE AND FRESH WATER TOUR
TO BRAZIL

Voices of Youth Awakening the Church to Mission 2008 will be traveling to Brazil to
learn about the Virginia Conference partnership with the Methodist Church of Braz
through Initiatives of Hope, and the Shade and Fresh Water prbjscthreeveek ex-
perience, July 4July 25, 2008, will have its mission phase at Nova Almeida near Vitori;
the capital of the state of Espirito Santo ("Holy Spinttjices of Youth will conduct a
performing arts camp for over 100 children.

Voices of Youth will be singing at Cave Spring UMC, 4505 Hazel Drive, Roanoke, on S
urday, July 19th at 7:30 pm, leading in a migssaused worship. This is a celebration
event for all! If we have enough going, the bus will be taken.
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What 6s going on with the Yout|

This summer our United Methodist Youth program will continue to meet. This is a change fro
years past, but i1itds ok i f we shake things
Church in the Youth Room upstairs. Both groups are combined for the summer, so come on
and have some fun with us. We have lots of fun things planned. Watch for additional fundrais
events as they are announced.

Amy, Bently and all other volunteers welcome anyone who can attend to please come, even if
cannot stay for the entire meeting. All meeting include study, fellowship, and fun. Everyone fr
upcoming 6th grade to rising high school seniors is invited. We begin each Sunday at 4:30 p.m
conclude at 6:45 p.m. We have the following events planned for July:

Watch for the beginning of O0Flocking. 6 Th
soon.

July i#&¥ooRenMont ho. I f you need help arou
3828616 to schedule someone from the youth to come and help you out.

July 13th all youth and their families are invited to meet at the Church at 4:00 p.m. with a pic
dinner for your family. We wi | | be travel
to hike to the falls, return for a picnic dinner, and then have a Family Devotional Time before
turning home. This will serve as our meeting for July 13th. Come on out for a great time of f
lowship!

July 20th we will be attending the Church Picnic at Camp Alta Mons. This will serve as our mee
for July 20th. The Youth plan to have some fun activities going on so plan to join us if you ¢
young or young at heart. Letds make this

Watch for additional information about a possible July trip to Washington D.C. Amy and | are ve
excited about this opportunity. I'f it hap
with learning and experiencing a ministry that helps the homeless. Watch for more details. If
go we will be asking for donations of adult clothing.

Remember that all fundraiser conducted by the youth are to support Christian Fellowship and E
cation for our youth. We always tithe ten per cent of all funds raised to support a mission proj
decided upon by the youth.

Thank you and God Bless you all for your support and encouragement,

Amy Price and Bently Wood






