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A couple of weeks ago, a half-dozen persons from St. Paul 

participated at the Roanoke Civic Center in three days of 

worship, business, and inspiration that was the 226th session 

of the Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 

Church. As I enter now into my 23rd year of pastoral minis-

try, the occasion of Annual Conference is often a time of re-

acquainting with United Methodist friends ð laity and clergy 

ð whom I have known from previous years but now see in-

frequently. I suppose I am now at the point in my service to 

the church where, upon seeing these friends from the past at 

Conference each year, I am struck by how many are showing 

signs of aging. I can only assume that their impression upon 

seeing me at Conference year after year is much the same. 

There is a reason for that ð we are 

aging, along with the rest of our 

denomination. Dr. Lovett Weems 

has been consulting with the Vir-

ginia Annual Conference about 

the challenges confronting our 

1,214 Virginia congregations in 

fulfilling our primary mission as 

the church ð to make disciples for 

Jesus Christ. From his study of the subject, Dr. Weems notes 

that when the number of United Methodist Church members 

in the U.S. stopped growing in the 1960õs, the average age of 

members was well below the general population, and that 

reality continued until about 1975. Since 1975, the average 

(Continued on page 2) 
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age in U.S. United Methodism has gone up consistently. Lovett 

Weems notes wryly that òdespite over thirty years of aging as a 

denomination, with the help of medical science we are still 

alive.ó He continues upon that observation by asking us to 

consider the following tongue-in-cheek (but nevertheless pro-

vocative) question: òCan medical science continue to keep U.S. 

United Methodism alive?ó I think we can all discern the self-

evident answer to that question. 

Itõs a dilemma in which we are by no means alone. A great 

many of the Christian denominations within the United States 

are confronting the same challenge. You may have seen some 

of the recent news items concerning the Southern Baptist Con-

vention, the nationõs largest Protestant denomination, experi-

encing similar trends. Lovett Weems points out that the state 

of Virginia is one part of the United States experiencing popu-

lation growth, an increase in its percentage of young people, 

and an increase in population diversity. In response to this 

demographic reality, he challenges the Virginia congregations 

of The United Methodist Church to consider one more ques-

tion: òCan the church change to reach more people, younger 

people, and more diverse people?ó 

It is a question that we can ignore, but given the demographic 

realities of the world in which we live, one that we can ignore 

only to the peril of our fundamental calling in Christ Jesus ð to 

make disciples for the Gospel. It has been gratifying for me this 

past week to see the dedication of many of our adult and teen 

leaders who have worked tirelessly to provide a wonderful Va-

cation Bible School opportunity here at St. Paul for some forty-

five preschool through elementary age children. The subse-

quent celebration of this experience during the Sunday worship 

service provided an opportunity for these young people to 
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Brittany Fergusonð1 

Matthew Bravoð1 

Ruth Weaver-3 

Frank Berschð4 

Jim Kirkð4 

Kevin Buhrdorfð4 

Meaghan Wadeð6 

Carol Gunterð8 

Karen Coxð8 

Anita Poffð9 

Layla Petersð9 

Ken Paxtonð10 

Heather Owenð10 

Betty Linkousð11 

Anna Siegleð12 

Jeremy Williamsð13 

Amanda Krakerð15 

Flora Gutshallð17 

Pauline Kirkð19 

Lynette Reedð19 

Ainsley Altizerð20 

Gwen Wardð21 

Lynn Caudleð22 

Sherri Altizerð24 

Russell Williamsð24 

Patsy Sparksð26 

Bruce Stevensð26 

Ruby Clarksonð27 

Scott Wadeð27 

Michael Duncanð27 

Opal Jonesð29 
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share their gifts of love and joy with the whole congregation. The commitment of our 

church members to this ministry is truly putting the words of the Gospel into action as we 

remember Jesusõ command: òLet the little children come to me. Do not hinder them, for to 

such belongs to the kingdom of God.ó  

A commitment to activities such as these is vital to our efforts to reach more people, 

younger people, and more diverse people. We need to remember what is at stake ð nothing 

less than the destiny of souls. Letõs together continue to find ways to make a difference for 

each generation of potential believers in our midst ð all to the glory of God! 

Grace and peace to you, 

David A. Goodpasture, D.Min  

(Continued from page 2) 

Summertime Giving Reminder                    

The summer months are for many of us an opportunity to enjoy some well-deserved rest 

and relaxation. If vacation or family gatherings take you away from St. Paul some this sum-

mer, please make every effort to keep your financial support of the churchõs ministries cur-

rent. Our commitments and obligations as a congregation continue during the summer as 

throughout the rest of the year. If summer travel and involvements have caused you to fall 

behind your own projections of support for the churchõs ministries, please be sure to 

òcatch upó upon your return. Thank you. 

 

Church Directory 

Coming in August and September ð We are doing a  new  Church Directory!  The dates for 

pictures are August 18th, 19th, 20th and  September  2nd  

and 3rd.  You will be contacted later on to schedule your pic-

ture.  It is very important that we have good participation so 

our directory will be complete.  This is a very helpful tool in 

getting to know new people and have current pictures, ad-

dresses and phone numbers of our members. 
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Softball Schedule 

July 1st  7:00 pm       Kiwanis Big Field 

July 3rd 9:00 pm       Kiwanis Big Field 

July 15th 9:00 pm       Kiwanis Big Field 

July 17th 9:00 pm       Kiwanis Big Field 

July 22nd 6:00 pm       Kiwanis Big Field 

July 24th 8:00 pm       Harkrader Field 2  (New Middle School) 

July 29th  6:00 pm       Harkrader Field 2 

July 31st   7:00 pm       Harkrader Field 2 

August 5th 8:00 pm       Harkrader Field 3                             

August 7th 6:00 pm       Harkrader Field 2 

August 12th 8:00 pm       Harkrader Field 3 

August 14rh   6:00 pm       Harkrader Field 2 

August 14th   7:00 pm       Harkrader Field 2 

   

 

Church Wide Picnic 

You are invited to come to the annual church picnic at Camp Alta 

Mons in Shawsville on Sunday, July 20th, 3:00ð7:00 pm.  We will eat 

at 5:00 pm.  There will be games, swimming, hiking to the falls, if you 

like.  This is a great time of fellowship and a time to get to know new 

folks.  Hope to see each one there for good food and fun. 
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Voices of Youth 

Voices of Youth - VA is a mission choir of high school youth whose primary purpose is to 

experience United Methodist missions and to share their experiences through music, 

thereby awakening and challenging local UMC churches and individuals to reach out in 

mission.  

Voices of Youth - VA is sponsored by the General Board of Global Ministries of the Vir-

ginia Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

* * * N E W * * * 

2008 VOICES OF YOUTH 

SHADE AND FRESH WATER TOUR 

TO BRAZIL 

Voices of Youth - Awakening the Church to Mission 2008 will be traveling to Brazil to 

learn about the Virginia Conference partnership with the Methodist Church of Brazil 

through Initiatives of Hope, and the Shade and Fresh Water project.  This three-week ex-

perience, July 4 - July 25, 2008, will have its mission phase at Nova Almeida near Vitoria, 

the capital of the state of Espirito Santo ("Holy Spirit").  Voices of Youth will conduct a 

performing arts camp for over 100 children. 

 

Voices of Youth will be singing at Cave Spring UMC, 4505 Hazel Drive, Roanoke, on Sat-

urday, July 19th at 7:30 pm, leading in a mission- focused worship.  This is a celebration 

event for all! If  we have enough going, the bus will be taken. 
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Whatõs going on with the Youth? 

This summer our United Methodist Youth program will continue to meet.  This is a change from 

years past, but itõs ok if we shake things up a bit sometimes.  We will be meeting each Sunday at the 

Church in the Youth Room upstairs.  Both groups are combined for the summer, so come on out 

and have some fun with us.  We have lots of fun things planned.  Watch for additional fundraising 

events as they are announced. 

Amy, Bently and all other volunteers welcome anyone who can attend to please come, even if you 

cannot stay for the entire meeting.  All meeting include study, fellowship, and fun.  Everyone from 

upcoming 6th grade to rising high school seniors is invited.  We begin each Sunday at 4:30 p.m. and 

conclude at 6:45 p.m.  We have the following events planned for July: 

Watch for the beginning of òFlocking.ó  The Flamingoõs have been sighted and should be arriving 

soon. 

July is òRent-a-Youth Monthó.  If you need help around the house or yard call Amy Price at 540-

382-8616 to schedule someone from the youth to come and help you out. 

July 13th all youth and their families are invited to meet at the Church at 4:00 p.m. with a picnic 

dinner for your family.  We will be traveling by caravan to the Cascadeõs  in Giles County.  We plan 

to hike to the falls, return for a picnic dinner, and then have a Family Devotional Time before re-

turning home.  This will serve as our meeting for July 13th.   Come on out for a great time of fel-

lowship! 

July 20th we will be attending the Church Picnic at Camp Alta Mons.  This will serve as our meeting 

for July 20th.  The Youth plan to have some fun activities going on so plan to join us if you are 

young or young at heart.  Letõs make this years picnic the best ever! 

Watch for additional information about a possible July trip to Washington D.C.  Amy and I are very 

excited about this opportunity.  If it happens we will combine seeing some of our nationõs capital 

with learning and experiencing a ministry that helps the homeless.  Watch for more details.  If we 

go we will be asking for donations of adult clothing. 

Remember that all fundraiser conducted by the youth are to support Christian Fellowship and Edu-

cation for our youth.  We always tithe ten per cent of all funds raised to support a mission project 

decided upon by the youth. 

Thank you and God Bless you all for your support and encouragement, 

Amy Price and Bently Wood 




