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òNow more than ever the word about Jesus spread 

abroad; many crowds would gather to hear him and to 

be cured of their diseases. But he would withdraw to de-

serted places and prayó (Luke 5:15-16). 

 

The little-noticed passage of scripture above often evokes a 

feeling of surprise among those Christians who stumble upon 

it during Bible study or devotional reading. We are accus-

tomed to reading about the compassionate Jesus who re-

sponds graciously in the face of human need. Here, however, 

we find Jesus declining an opportunity to teach and heal the 

crowds in order to pursue an equally important part of his 

ministry ð discerning the will of his Heavenly Father through 

the disciplines of quiet solitude and prayer. 

We live in a society today that is very action-oriented. The 

over-emphasis upon doing and accomplishing that we have 

come to expect of ourselves and others is so habitual in our 

experience that we consider it normal. And yet, contrast such 

an over-functioning, driven approach to the Lordõs simple 

command: òBe still and know that I am Godó (Psalm 

46:10). 

Have you been still lately? Has regularly listening for the di-

rection of Godõs leading in your life simply been over-

(Continued on page 2) 
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whelmed by the urgent demands of day-to-day living? If so, 

consider that the summer months are now upon us. The òlazy, 

hazy, crazy days of summeró seem to be the one time of the 

year that our society condones attending to any of our needs 

beyond work. I hope that this summer you will find a way to 

withdraw for a time from the demands of the crowd to a place 

of stillness where you can open your heart to God and be fed. 

Because Jesus said it best ð òFor what shall it profit a man, if 

he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 

soul?ó (Mark 8:36). 

 

(Continued from page 1) July 
Birthdays 

 

Matthew Bravoð1 

Ruth Weaverð3 

Frank Berschð4 

Jim Kirkð4 

Kevin Buhrdorfð4 

Meaghan Wadeð6 

Carol Gunterð8 

Karen Coxð8 

Anita Poffð9 

Layla Petersð9 

Heather Owenð10 

Ken Paxtonð10 

Betty Linkousð11 

Anna Siegleð12 

Jeremy Williamsð13 

Amanda Krakerð15 

Flora Gutshallð17 

Lynette Reedð19 

Pauline Kirkð19 

Ainsley Altizerð20 

Gwen Wardð21 

Lynn Caudleð22 

Sherri Altizerð24 

Russell Williamsð24 

Bruce Stevensð26 

Patsy Sparksð26 

Lucy Draperð26 

Michael Duncanð27 

Scott Wadeð27 

Opal Jonesð29 

 

 

We need you  -  Join a choir! 

 

 

Newsletter Options 

Would you like to receive your newsletter via e-mail? We are 

considering offering this option to those who would like to get 

theirs electronically.  This could save the church money for 

postage, paper and printing. If you are interested, send the 

church office your e-mail address.  You are welcome to use  the 

option that suits you best. 
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Stewardship Thoughts --  Tom Bell 

Continuing with the 12 òQualities of a Christian Steward,ó we are up to number six, half-

way through.  I hope you are finding these informational and inspiring. 

    6.  A Christian steward is loyal. 

Christian stewards serve God faithfully, remembering who they are, whose they are, and 

why they are here on earth (Matthew 6:19-21, 24; Luke 14:25-33). 

"No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 

to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth" (Matthew 6:24). 

Summertime Giving Reminder 

The summer months are for many of us an opportunity to enjoy some well-deserved rest 

and relaxation. If vacation or family gatherings take you away  from St. Paul some this sum-

mer, please make every effort to keep your financial support of the churchõs ministries cur-

rent. Our commitments and obligations as a congregation continue during the summer as 

throughout the rest of the year. If summer travel and involvements have caused you to fall 

behind your own projections of support for the churchõs ministries, please be sure to 

òcatch upó upon your return. Thank you. 

Church Wide Picnic 

You are invited to come to the annual church picnic at Camp Alta 

Mons in Shawsville on Sunday, July 19th, 3:00ñ7:00 pm. We will 

eat at 5:00 pm. There will be games, swimming, hiking to the falls, 

if you like. This is a great time of fellowship and a time to get to 

know new folks. Hope to see each one there for good food and 

fun! 
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Upcoming Event 

The New World Generation Youth Choir from Henderson-

ville FUMC in Hendersonville, TN will be presenting an 

original musical on July 17th at 7 PM at Camp Alta Mons - 

Pavilion 3. The choir will be presenting an original musical 

sharing God's love. There is no charge for their perform-

ance.  They would love to see you all there! 

 

 

 

July Softball Schedule 

July 2ñ6:00 pmñKiwanis Field 

July 7ñ8:00 pmñHarkrader Field 3 

July 9ñ8:00 pmñHarkrader Field 3 

July 14ñ9:00 pmñKiwanis Field 

July 16ñ7:00 pmñHarkrader Field 3 

July 21ñ6:00 pmñKiwanis Field 

July 24ñ6:00 pmñHarkrader Field 3 

July 28ñ9:00 pmñKiwanis Field 

July 30ñ6:00 pmñHarkrader Field 3 

 

 

The only thing missing from choir is . . . YOU 
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To My Church Family Members, 

There arenõt enough words in the dictionary to describe my sincere thanks for the love and 

support you have given me the past 17 years that I served as your organist/pianist. The 

celebration you gave me on Sunday, June 21st is a day I shall remember the rest of my life. 

Thank you sincerely for the most generous retirement gifts you gave me. The money, gift 

cards, floral arrangement, beautiful cards and messages, and your loving expressions of 

best wishes for me mean more to me than you could possibly know. The beautiful flowers 

in the basket from the choirs is lovely and I thank all of you so much for your thoughtful-

ness and for your support as your accompanist. 

I shall truly miss working with all of you, but I shall continue to worship with you when-

ever possible and my prayer is that St. Paul will continue to grow in Godõs great love. 

Again, your generosity and kindness mean more to me than you will ever know. Thank you 

from the depth of my heart. 

In Christian Love, 

Anna Clabaugh                                              

 

Lifeline Screening 

Do your legs ache after walking a short distance? If so, you may want to consider be-

ing screened for peripheral arterial disease (PAD), a condition in which the arteries that 

carry blood to the arms or legs become narrowed or clogged by plaque, slowing or stopping 

the flow of blood. Life Line Screening will bring this preventive health event that can assess 

oneõs risk of PAD through an ankle brachial index (ABI). PAD is closely linked to coronary 

artery disease, and identifying PAD can also help prevent heart attack and stroke. We are 

pleased to host a screening on July 17th at St Paul United Methodist church. Register 

for a Stroke, Vascular Disease and Heart Rhythm Package for $149. All four screenings 

take 60-90 minutes to complete. Your Health is in Your Hands, so call 1-888-653-6441 for 

more information or to pre-register. 
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News from the 2009 Virginia Annual Conference 

Tom Bell and Melodee Wade were your delegates to the Annual Conference, held in Nor-

folk, VA, this year.  It was a very exciting, educational and spiritual time. There were daily 

bible studies and learning sessions as well as voting on several resolutions and constitu-

tional amendments.  Reports on every part of the Conference were made. We enjoyed 

preaching by Bishop Joaquina Nhanala of Mozambique and Bishop Hee-Soo Jung from the 

Northern Illinois Conference. 

Some of the numbers from this yearõs conference include: 38,070 kits (the breakdown by 

type is available) and $76,804 in donations collected for UMCOR plus 9,800 pounds of 

food for this yearõs food drive.  The offering received at Conference for missions in Mo-

zambique and Brazil as well as Pathways in Petersburg was over $200,000 toward the goal 

of $300,000 goal.  That goal is expected to be met with gifts turned in after the Conference. 

There was a special offering organized by clergy and lay attendees for the Central Confer-

ence Pension Initiative.  This was in response to the announcement by the Cokesbury rep-

resentative that the publishing house would not be able to make their usual gift to the pen-

sion fund this year. 

The Conference also approved going forward with the All Things New program to start 

250 new faith communities in the next 30 years.  A capital campaign to raise the funds ex-

pected to be needed to enable this, will begin following the Conference.  Also, as part of 

the program, 65 congregations signed the commitment to their renewal, through participa-

tion in the Five Talent Academy. 

The Rev. Glenn Tyndall, who just retired from 35 years of service to the campus ministry 

of VA Tech, spoke on behalf of the 2009 retirees whose service totaled more than 477 

years of ministry. 

We were encouraged to seek fellowship in faith with all people of God and to celebrate di-

versity, by our own Bishop Charlene Kammerer.  She asked us, òHow much will we expand 

the table of Jesusõ fellowship and his radical hospitality?  What kind of table will we set in 

our United Methodist congregations?ó é òJesus is the one in charge.  Itõs not our choice 

who is invited.ó 
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The Music Ministry Needs You 

Plan on being part of  a choir in the fall. 

Join us for the fun and fellowship! 

Sunday eveningsñGospel Choir 

Tuesday morningsñJoy Singers 

Wednesday eveningsñ Chapel Choir, Chancel 

Choir, Sanctuary Choir, Childrenõs Choir, Bells of 

St. Paul 

As Neededñ Brass Choir, Menõs Quartet and other 

ensembles 

Look for upcoming details about times and starting 

dates! 

Communion Offering 

Where does your Communion Offering go? 

During the Month of May we gave assistance in the amount of $1,221 to 26 families in 
the Christiansburg area.  This has helped these families keep their electric on, food on 
their table, a place to live and in other ways where there is need.  Your special Com-
munion offering makes this possible.  Thank you. 

Brian Siegleõs New Address 

2466 Lewis B. Puller Memorial Hwy                                

Saluda, Va  23149 

Phone # (804) 785-4671 
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