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From t he Pastor s Stal

One of the descriptive terms that is distinctive about United

Methodism amongst the various Christian denominations is the

phrase oOthe connectiondé. The connection
which the congregations and clergy of United Methodism argngge this issue:

lated to one another through being members of an Annual Confer-

ence together. In the case of St. Paul UMC and its clergy, R4S 2
part of the Virginia Annual Conference, an assemblage off 8efrfaelp Wanted 3
1,199 churches and 1,646 clergy (active and retired). OnceRatiygsagnt 3

these clergy and an equal number of lay members elected fi@g texds
local churches convene for 3 or 4 days as the Virginia AnnualdseRionments
ference in session. It is the time of year when we experie@{eqhmﬁchurch

connection most directly. Associate Pastor

This year the Virginia Annual Conference meets at the Npggikmy
Scope from Sunday, June 14 through Wednesday, June &;r The
L X . . . : |c§ chedule
gathering is like a big, diverse family reunion. Pastor Brian_an
. . . ?r uqtes
will be in attendance as will our elected lay members from St. Paul,” _
Melodee Wade and Tom Bell. In addition, our retired pastorSQJHgunion Offering
are affiliated with St. Paul, Bill Ayres and Doug Kanney, arefigm- . 8
bers of the Annual Conference. As it turns out, another rEfRtunity 9
United Methodist clergyman will soon be affiliating with theatvell Recognitian
Paul congregation as well. The Rev. Charles DeHart and hig W@ roject
Viv, are retiring from service in the Holston Annual Conference

~N o o b~ W

~

7

9

(southwest Virginia and eastern Tennessee) and are relocafing N> 10
retirement to Christiansburg later this month. We look forwa{:rﬁcf‘g’wk 10
welcoming them into the St. Paul fold. Blood Mobile 10
Our Bishop of the Virginia Conference, Charlene KammereF/agipgo Flocks 11
convene the body in Norfolk on Sunday evening with a Mer@igrigrdship 12
Service commemorating the lives of our Conference clergywyigon 12
have died during the past year. This ye

continued on page 2)
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(Continued from pagg)

lar significance for me in that two of my mentors in ministry
recognized and honored. The first, of course, is my fathel,
Goodpasture, who died on April 24th. A number of my Goo
ture family members will be in attendance for this final fg
from our Annual Conference

departed mentor is the Rev. David Balcom who served as nn

dent when | first entered the ministry twehtge years ago. |
gr et having missed attendi f
they occurred the same weeH
will always remember and appreciate the compassion and
sensitivity he exhibited towards me many years ago when
new greenhorn in his charge. He and his wife, Jean, have b(
friends to Jannette and me ever since.

This yeards Conference wil/l
because my pastoral colleague for the last three years, the R
Siegle, will be departing from us at St. Paul to take a new
appointment at New Hope UMC in eastern Virginia on the R
hannock District. We thank God for the many contributions
Brian, Holly, Lee and Anna have made to our life together
St . Paul and pray Godos bl e
new chapter of their 1ife.
clergy by the Bishop is the concluding event of the Annual ¢
ence. This year it will have me returning to St. Paul as the
pointed pastor on our church staff. | will be looking to each
church members, as well as to our licensed lay speakers
pastors, to help me in meeting the challenge of doing
among you in a new way.

The gathering of o0the
ci al event , i ndeed. We ar e
three are gathered i n my ni§g

18:20). So, we trust in faith, shall it be in Norfolk later this md

C oNnne¢

Grace and peace to you,

Pastor David
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Wanted:

Persons who are interested in learning about the worship audio and visual systems. Sp
needs are projection operators and visual creation persons. If interested, please cor
Kevin Buhrdorf at tech@stpaulvaumc.org. ?

Retirement
We are grateful for Anna Clabaughodos f ai
Paul organi st/ piani st. I n recognition

will be presenting a gift on Sunday, June 21st. We encourage others to show their appr
tion to Anna also. Any group wishing to recognize her at the worship times should noti
the church office so that plans can be made for that in the order of worship. There will b
time of fellowship also that Sunday.

VBS Needs

'ZI'E%‘ollowing items are needed for decorating Camp EDGE Vacation Bible Schpool, Ju

If you can let us borrow some of these items, please contact Lee | Coop
(cooperjl90@gmail.com).

Undecorated artificial Christmas trees (green or white) Large vases
Tree stump or logs Ropes

Ferns or large potted plants Hiking boots

River rocks Inflatable raft
Realist stuffed woodland creatures (raccoon, rabbit, etc.) Kayak or canoe
Ornate Candlesticks Goblets

Tents Bike Helments
Camp chairs, stools, tables Coolers/canteens
Ropes Lanterns

Hiking boots Inflatable raft

Kayak or canoe Fishing Rods

Oars Bike Helments
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Your Apportionment Dollar

[ This monthods newsletter introduces a
purpose of apportioned giving (a.k.a.,
church. Each newsletter will feature information concerning one of our seventeen Virgil
Conference apportionments or four Roanoke District apportionments.]

The United Methodist Church is organized on a connectional system of mutual supp
between the local church, the Annual Conference (including districts), and the gens
church (i.e., denominational boards and agencies). As St. Paul UMC members make
Sunday morning offerings, a portion of the funds contributed to the church budget are &
portioned to make ministries possible through the district, the Annual Conference, a
through the general church (nationally and internationally) in keeping with the spirit a

intent of the risen Christds instructio
in all Judea and Samari a, and to the en

The World Service and Conference Benevolences Fund (St. Paul UMC 2009 apporti
ment: $18,030) is the cornerstone for funding of the connectional system of The Unit
Methodist Church. It provides for the administrative structure of our Church (the gener
agencies of the denomination and the boards and agencies of the Virginia Conferer
providing ministry resources to the local church. Furthermore, the major thrust in missis
giving in our Church also begins with the World Service Fund, enabling The United Me
odist Church to be in mission and ministry in 167 countries throughout the world.

For instance, because of our contributions to World Service, every dollar that we contrib
for the support of approximately 1,070 mission personnel goes directly to these people
cause overhead costs are funded through World Service. When there are not enough f
available to provide salary support for these missionaries through our advance special
ing, World Service funds are used to make up the shortfall. Therefore, the 2004 Discip
states in paragraph 812 that payment ir
nevolent responsibility of the Churcho.
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Rethink Church

Eight years ago, The United Methodist C
and advertising campaign. The result was phen@inieeralasing awareness of the de-
nomination and welcoming newcomers.

Now we are taking the campaign to the next level, redefining the church experience bey
the church doors and inviting people to
aims to show seekers of spiritual meani
transformation, they may find hope.

The campaign seeks to reveal odeasimghumarur c h
suffering, feeding the physically and spiritually hungry and spreadéhgsheyidence

that the denomination is a vibrant Christian movement in which seekers may discover rit
spiritual meaning.

ORethink Churchdé is a call to action fo
making disciples of Jesus Chilis.about conversation, enthusiasemgopen to

ideasand being ready to answer Godds call
we know in Jesus Christ.

So how do we redefine the church experience beyond the church doors and invite peopl
to become engaged in the world?

A Java & Jesus is a great start.

A Seek out charitabl etolrkarrgbopiutzat hensommu
cific needs and volunteer opportunit@enduct all personal community volunteer oppor-
tunities not as individuals, but as members of The United Methodist

Church.
A Welcome the unchurched, bot h™~nside t

activities.

In short, we are called to reclaim our Wesleyan heritage, get out
comfort zones, and go into our communities to make good things
pen as our expression of love for Christ.
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Assocrated News

This edition of the Associated News has:s
ways harder to come up with the final edition. Ending and transitioning seems to be sor
thing that our human nature doesnot (I
nings, and transitions often bring healthy change.

I n that | ight, |l 6d | i ke to begin this ¢
Paul congregation for the growth we have made together. You have helped me see th
in myself that | needed to be able to see. You have prayed for me and my family, and |
lieve that those prayers have been answered in renewed spirits and changed attitudes.
I have made some mistakes while here at
through things as they have come up, and | believe that both | and St. Paul are healthie
a result. Thank you for your support and encouragement along the way. The notes, ce
and smiles always have seemed to come at just the right moment. God is indeed good.

The second thing 186d |Iike to | eave with
challenge. The discontinuance of the associate position at St. Paul means that things w
very different here. However, | have seen a dramatic increase in people becoming invo
in a wide variety of aspects of the ministry at St. Paul. The increased participation by
in what goes on can only lead to a stronger church. St. Paul is a strong presence ir
community, and we are known for some great things such as our prayer group, commu
assistance, and more! The strongest churches are those where the laity are deeply inv
and wedre on that track! I see St . Pat
the Christiansburg community in the time to come. Keep up that great enthusiasm tt
leads to involvement, which leads to growth. As we leave St. Paul and move to our r
appointment on July 1, we will leave behind friends, good memories, and a true yeart
for St. Paul to be the best it can be.

Now to answer the question | have heard
are you going?¢6 I owi || be appointed at
the middle peninsula, on the Rappahannock District of our Virginia Conference. T}
church is located about half way between West Point and Saluda in a very rural area.

Hope has a long history in the area, has about 70 in worship on Sundays, and is poised

(Continued on pag@é)
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(Continued from pagé)

highly visible location. Holly and | have met with theirPah committee, and every-
one is excited about working together in ministry there. Even as | begin as pastor ther
will not forget the wonderful people of St. Paul, nor the valuable lessons | have learr
from you.

Thank you for three great years. May God bless the St. Paul congregation as it mc
ahead into the time coming, serving as a great beacon of hope in a chaotic world. You
the light of the world! Live it out fully.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Brian

Working Together to Survive the Economy

Times are toughevery congregation is feeling the impact of the economic doynturn,
whether members have lost jobs, been furloughed without pay, or seen retirement fur
depleted.If you are temporarily unemployed, consider volunteétriofjen leads to jobs,
particularly with large firms and nonprofit agen&fes. can help yourself while helping

others. Unemployment is hitting the teen population as Wglhu are a younger chuich

member who has time on your hands this sunasgst at the church or one of the agen-
cies we support and help build your college application/résumé at the same time

Summer Church Office Schedule

Beginning the week of June 1st through August 28th the church office will observe the f
lowing hours:

Mondayo Thursday 8:00 &4:00 pm
Friday 8:00&ah2:00 Noon

LOOKING FOR OUR 2009 GRADUATES!

If you or someone you know in our church family is graduating from high schoql or co
lege/university, please let the church office know. We want to share in their celelration!
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Communion Offering

Where does your Communion Offering go?

During the Month of April we gave assistance in the amount of $1,660 to 36 individual

families in the Christiansburg area. This has helped these families keep their

plectric

food on their table, a place to live and in other ways where there is need. The rleeds s

to be greater at this time. Your special Communion offering makes this possible

Dear Parents, Granadparents, Friends, and Neighbors of children,

Wedre inviting all children to be a
Camp E.D.G.E.: Experience + Discover God Everywhere.

At Camp E.D.G.E., your children join an extreme camp adventure where they wil
know that their strength and might come from God.

pa

| come

Extreme Bible treks will introduce them to Bible characters who have experienced and «
covered God in many ways. Kids will learn an E.D.G.E. Pledge with each story tpb enco

age them to live on the E.D.G.E. every day.

Your children will extend their learnings through every activity: making their own spec
memories at the Art Apex, singing new music at Music Max, experiencing sciende activ

at Exploration Ridge, participating in recreational activities at the Rec Plex, an
tasty snaclkast the Snack Express.

] enjoy

Come enjoy this extreme adventure at during the week of June 22 through Jurje 26 fi

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. To register or to find out more about Camp E.D.G.E., look

for bro-

chures throughout the church, call the church office @438 or visit the church web-

site at www.stpaulvaumc.org.
Sincerely,

Jennifer Cooper

Your Camp E.D.G.E. VBS Director




