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Jesus said, òé I must be on my way, for it cannot be that a 

prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.ó  (Luke 13:33b) 

On our behalf ð yours and mine, Jesus set his face for the 

holy city of Jerusalem, to meet the destiny that awaited him 

there. Some two thousand years later, Holy Week, the most 

sacred observance of the Christian year, approaches once 

again. It commemorates our Lordõs final days of ministry 

and the events of his crucifixion and resurrection. The week 

that begins on Palm Sunday and concludes with the celebra-

tion of Easter is observed with great solemnity and devotion 

throughout the Christian world. So too shall it be among the 

faithful of the St. Paul community. 

Here at St. Paul UMC we are anticipating a number of spe-

cial services and activities to lift up the gracious love of God 

revealed in the person and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 Palm Sunday, March 16, 8:45 and 11:00 A.M., the 

St. Paul Chancel Choir presents a Lenten Passion Cantata 

ð òGod So Loved the Worldó. 

 Maundy Thursday, March 20, 7:00 P.M., a com-

memoration of the Last Supper and the events that follow. 

Holy Communion and a Service of the Shadows 

(Tenebrae). 

 Good Friday, March 21, noon ð 3:00 P.M., at Park 
United Methodist Church (306 Park St., Christiansburg). In 
cooperation with the churches of the Christiansburg Minis-
terial Association, òThe Seven Last Words of Christó. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Church Work Day 

Saturday, March 8, 2008, 9:00 ð 12:00 noon.  We need volunteers 

to come out and help us with some inside and outside clean
-up of 

our church. If y
ou can help, we would very much appreciate it.  

(Rain date: March 15th) 

(Worshippers are welcome to come and go for a portion or the entirety 
of this experience featuring prayer, music, and a sermon on each of the 

seven words). 

    Easter Sunday, March 23: 

7:00 A.M., Community Easter Sunrise Service, Sunset Cemetery, 
South Franklin St., Christiansburg (inclement weather location: Church 
of the Brethren sanctuary, across the street from the cemetery). 

7:45 A.M. St. Paul UMC Easter Fellowship Breakfast, St. Paul Fel-
lowship Hall (come one, come all!) 

8:45 and 11:00 A.M., Witness to the Resurrection in Word and    
Music, St. Paul UMC sanctuary. 

 

May you be blessed this season in knowing the salvation wrought 
through the passion, death, and resurrection of our Lord. 

 

Grace and peace to you, 

David Goodpasture 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Alaina Andersonð26 
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The Christiansburg Ministerial Association 

invites you to participate in this yearõs 

Lenten Lunch and Worship Series on the 

Fridays in Lent beginning the Friday after 

the first Sunday of Lent. Each Friday start-

ing at 11:30 a.m., a simple lunch will be 

served by the host church. This will be fol-

lowed by a worship service starting at 12:20 

and ending by 12:55 p.m. There is no 

charge for the lunch, but an offering will be 

received and used towards the ministries of 

the Ministerial Association, including sup-

porting the Montgomery County Emer-

gency Assistance Program (MCEAP). The 

schedule of locations for this yearõs series 

is:  

¶ March 7 ð St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 

103 E. Main St., 382-4365 

¶ March 14 ð Christiansburg Presbyterian 

Church, 107 W. Main St., 382-2802 

¶ March 21 ð Good Friday ð Park United 

Methodist, 306 Park St., 382-4062 

12:00 Noon ð 3:00 pm (no lunch provided)

 

 

  

   

 

Community Lenten Services 

UMCOR Sager Brown Depot Kit Update 

UMCOR's relief supply warehouse, UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, La., is re-

questing your help to provide bedding, sewing and layette kits that are urgently needed for 

Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. Sager Brownõs kit ministry has been on the decline over 

the last year. Even when there are no large natural disasters, kits are still needed. 

Sager Brown is especially requesting donations to build about 33,000 layette kits, 64,000 

sewing kits and approximately 1,000 bedding kits to meet upcoming needs for 2008. Dona-

tions for all kits are needed to prepare for uncertain times and future relief efforts. The 

Sager Brown Depot will accept complete kits as well as bulk items. 

Please visit UMCORõs Relief Supplies web page to learn about the specific kit contents, the 

estimated value, the cost for processing and shipping, as well as shipping instructions.By 

donating kit supplies or giving financial gifts to purchase these supplies, you make a tangi-

ble difference in the lives of others. Please give generously to Material Resources, UMCOR 

Advance #901440. 
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Spiritual Growth Retreat 

Volunteers in Mission Team Leader Training ð March 29 

We often want to help when disasters strike, or we want to support Christians in other ar-

eas of the world. The ability to help often requires preparation. One step is to have trained 

leaders who can lead mission teams when those needs or opportunities arise. 

Leader Training for international and domestic Volunteers in Mission will be at Blacksburg 

United Methodist Church on Saturday March 29, 9:30 to 3:30, registration begins at 8:45. 

Fee $10, payable at the door. Morning snacks and lunch provided. 

Trained leaders must have participated in previous trip but all interested persons are wel-

come to attend.  Pre-registration is required. Registration information:  www.vaumc.org ð 

Ministries ð UMVIM(UM Volunteers in Mission) ð Training 

All team leaders must have a Team Leader Handbook for the session, order at http://

www.umvim.org/VIM Store.htm or call (404) 377-7424. No handbooks for sale at the ses-

sion. For more information, contact Jackie Nutter, nutterdj@msn.com , or 552-9123. 

Spiritual Growth Retreat ð Sponsored by 

the Conference Board of Laity 

April 12-13, 2008 at the Virginia United 

Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone, 

Virginia. 

Theme:  Treasure Seekers 

Cost:  Adults (lodging, meals) $60.00, Reg-

istration Fee - $25.00   TOTAL: $85.00 

Children (5-11) - $44.00, Registration Fee - 

$8.00    TOTAL $52.00 

Day Retreaters: Registration Fee ð $25.00, 

Lunch $6.75, Dinner $7.75  TOTAL $39.50 

 

The registration fee is non-refundable and 

must accompany the registration by March 

22, 2008.  Both must accompany registra-

tion form in order to register.  A cancella-

tion fee of $10.00 will not be refunded. 

For more information, contact the church 

office. 
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Associated News 

The religions of the world all claim that they have the answer.  And admittedly, many teach-

ing of many religions have very valid points that we could all learn from.  However, there is 

one thing that separates Christianity from all other faiths of the world.  Christianity is 

unique in that the tomb of Christ is empty!  That is the most important fact of our faith.  

Christ, our Savior, came to us as God in human form, lived among us as one of us, sacri-

ficed himself for us, and then rose again vacating his tomb and proving that God is faithful 

in all Godõs promises. 

This is the one truth that all Christian denominations and variations hold 

in common.  We may differ on worship order and style.  We may differ 

on theology of Baptism and Holy Communion.  We may differ on how 

we organize ourselves.  We may differ on requirements for clergy leader-

ship and how clergy arrive at churches.  We may differ on a wide host of 

details of how we practice our faith.  But, Easter is the central truth, even 

if we disagree on the date! 

Wouldnõt it be nice if we could focus on the truth of Christõs resurrection instead of focus-

ing so much on our differences?  Wouldnõt it be nice if we could use the centrality of 

Christõs resurrection to draw strength for ministry together instead of using the divisions 

within us for dissention?  Wouldnõt it be nice if Christõs resurrection was truly the central 

driving force in our faith and church?  It can be, if weõll let it!  We can use the reality of the 

Resurrection as the center focus of our shared ministry!  We can use the power of Christ 

among us as the driving force behind all that we do! 

Let us keep Christ as our center.   Let us focus on what binds us together, so that all we do 

may be truly done in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Have a truly joyous and power-filled Easter! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 

ñChristianity 

is unique in 

that the tomb  

of Christ is 

EMPTY!ò 
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Youth Excitement                              

Music Ministry Notes 

As we anticipate and prepare for Easter 

we first journey through a period of 

prayer and self-examinationéLent.  

During this time we identify with the 

passion (or suffering) of Christ, who 

died for our sins.  Like our Savior, let us 

fast in our wilderness, remembering 

what Christ did for us and his triumph 

over death. 

This year the choirõs musical offering 

and gift is a poignant telling of the 

Easter Story.  On Palm/Passion Sunday 

you will hear the story leading up to the 

festival of the Resurrection in Lloyd 

Larsonõs cantata, God So Loved the World.  

The conclusion (continuation) of this 

story along with other Easter music will 

help us celebrate the foundation of our 

faith:  the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead and Christõs victory over 

sin, death and the devil. 

Lloyd Larson blends selected Scripture 

passages and original music which 

speaks strongly about the work of the 

Savior upon the cross of Calvary.  God 

So Loved the World is both exciting and 

warm-hearted in its approach to the 

most important event in Christendom.  

Glory and Thanks to God! 

God So Loved the World by Lloyd Larson, 

gifted to the congregation and offered 

to the glory of God during 8:45 and 

11:00 worship on Sunday, March 16th. 

David Mitchell 

The youth are heading to the mountains for a day of snow 

tubing on Saturday, March 15.  Stay tuned for more details as 

we get closer. 

Movie nights continue with great success!  Our next night is 

Friday, March 14, beginning at 7:00pm.  As always, we wel-

come donations of snacks, cookies, 2 liter sodas, and funding. 

Check out youth.stpaulvaumc.org for up-to-date information 

and permission forms for all youth activities. 
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Website Update 

C h e c k  o u t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.stpaulvaumc.org.  There is now a di-

rect link to the Upper Room daily devo-

tional on the main page, as well as revised 

upcoming events and calendar areas.  Click 

on events on either the calendar or upcom-

ing events page for more details about the 

event.  Also, please remember to let the 

office know if your events change so that 

the web calendar can be updated quickly 

and stay up-to-date.  If you need books, 

use the Virtual Bookstore on the links page 

so that the church gets a percentage of the 

purchase! 

Easter Egg-stravaganza 

Mark you calendars now for St. Paulõs 

Easter Egg-stravaganza, which will be 

held for children elementary age and 

younger on Saturday, March 22, from 10-11 

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Activities will 

include refreshments, simple crafts, music, 

and games, all leading to, of course, an egg 

hunt.  And this year photos with the Easter 

bunny will be available!!  Bring a friend and 

join this time of fun and Christian fellow-

ship, sponsored by the Junior Youth.  The 

congregation may support the event by do-

nating wrapped candy in designated bins 

throughout the church until Sunday, March 

16.  Questions?  

Contact Jennifer Poff Cooper at 381-5854 

or cooperjp@nrvunwired.net. 
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Staff-Parish Notes 

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SP) is the administrative unit in a local church 

where staff and congregational interests are integrated to focus on the mission of the 

church. The SP operates under Godõs leadership in the tension between staff and congrega-

tional interests which included dealing with both the celebrations and disappointments in-

herent in any human family and church. Conflict is two different ideas in the same place at 

the same time. The important part of conflict management is bringing those conflicts into 

the open where they can be clarified. If conflict is handled properly, a strengthened church 

can result. òASK FOR HELP. Earlier is better!* 

*Guidelines: Pastor Staff Relations 

Members of SP are partnering with members of the staff. This liaison is helpful in main-

taining communications, building trust and teamwork, and addressing concerns. It also pro-

vides opportunities for staff recognition. 

The 08 list: 

David Goodpasture ð Harold Linkous/Janet Shelburne 

Brian Siegle ð Dan Rhudy/Jay Newman 

Anna Clabaugh ð Brenda Ross/Karen Poff 

Eddie Duncan ð Janet Shelburne/Melodee Wade 

Carol Gunter ð Karen Poff/Melodee Wade 

David Mitchell ð Dubby Charlton/Karen Poff 

Jean Nelson ð Melodee Wade/Dan Rhudy 

Henry Nixon ð John Eanes/Brenda Ross 

Laurie Tucker ð Karen Birchfield/Harvey Sowers 

It is the earnest desire of the SP to work with staff and laity to strengthen the church of 

Jesus Christ here at our own St. Paul. Pray for the work of this committee. 

Janet Shelburne, chairperson 

 

The Staff-Parish Committee now has a mailbox in the church office area (on top of the row 

of mailboxes in the hall).  All communication to this committee must be signed. 


