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Jesus said, ñGo therefore and make disciples of all peo-

plesò (Matt. 28:19). 

Attention St. Paul members: 

In his words above, Jesus Christ has given each of us a com-

mission to share the good news of the Gospel with others. 

Frankly, however, many of us feel ill-equipped and reticent to 

do so. Too often, we have associated the legitimate task of 

Christian evangelism with the unfortunate,  misdirected ap-

proaches used in some Christian traditions featuring uncom-

fortable tactics and questionable theology. 

An outstanding opportunity for learning a more appropriate 

way of sharing our faith with gentleness and respect is now 

available to us in the òAuthentic Outreachó workshop be-

ing offered for United Methodists the last weekend in March 

at Bonsack UMC in Roanoke. I am planning to participate 

and would love for a host of St. Paul friends to join me. 

Classes meet Friday, March 27, 6:00-9:00 PM and Saturday, 

March 28, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM with lunch provided Saturday. 

Cost per participant is $20.00 (includes lunch). Registration 

deadline is March 11 (for ordering student books). Brochures 

and registration materials are available in the St. Paul narthex 

and church office (also available on the Roanoke District 

UMC website at www.roanokeumc.org). 

During our recent church-wide stewardship emphasis, we 
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were each challenged to consider how we employ our time, 

talents, and money for the Lordõs work. This Authentic Out-

reach training event is a timely chance to put all three to use. 

I hope that you will give this opportunity your serious prayer-

ful consideration. After all, what it is about is truly at the very 

core of our identity as Christõs disciples. 

I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so 

that you will have a full understanding of every good 

thing we have in Christ.ò (Philemon 1:6) 

Grace and peace to you, 

David A. Goodpasture, D.Min. 

(Continued from page 1) March 
Birthdays 

Lois Bashamð2  

Kay Porterð3 

Brenda Rossð4 

Alec Andersonð5 

Margaret Ann Peytonð6 

Caroline Clarkð7 

Martha Florað8 

Melissa Akersð8 

Scott Weaverð8 

Hayley Tuckerð8 

Ted Woolwineð9 

Alex Cooperð11 

Angel Andersonð12 

Robertine Jordanð13 

Sarah Fitchð13 

Joyce Bishipð15 

Louise Goodpastureð16 

Sydney Duncanð16 

Beverly Thomasð18 

David Mitchellð18 

Kitty Byrdð18 

Betty Jonesð18 

Kaytlin Laneð19 

Adam Caudleð20 

Abby Caudleð20 

Wayne Elliottð21 

Perry Coxð22 

Reese Ann Altizerð23 

Connie Turnerð23 

Gerald Gaffneyð24 

Cindy Koziolð25 

Kat Birchfieldð25 

Taylor Newmanð26 

Alaina Andersonð26 

Del Laneð27 

Don Karnesð 28 

Jennifer Cooperð29 

Chip Warrenð31 

 

 

Godõs Promises 

God has not promised skies always blue, 

Flower-strewn pathways all our life through; 

God has not promised sun without rain, 

Day without sorrow, peace without pain. 

But God has promised strength for the day, 

Rest for the labor, light for the way; 

Grace for the trials, help from above, 

Unfailing sympathy, undying love. 

                          -Author unknown 
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Press Release 

A unique musical event is coming to the area. Aris and Airs will be a joint performance featuring 

opera and a mix of Celtic and Appalachian traditional music. 

Robert Chafin of Hannover, Germany is a leading European opera singer with a beautiful tenor 

voice. Robert travels extensively, singing lead roles in operas throughout Europe. A native of Chris-

tiansburg, Robert will be performing concerts at the Taubman Museum of Art and Christiansburg 

High School to benefit the Montgomery Museum & Lewis Miller Regional Art Center. 

Appearing with Chafin will be the Appalachian and Celtic music group Celtibillies, lead by Jack 

Hinshelwood. The Celtibillies have entertained thousands of music fans since 1994 including those 

on their recent 10-day, 1500 mile tour of Alaska. 

Ticket availability April 17 performance at the Taubman Museum of Artñavailable at Montgomery 

Museum, Taubman Museum lobby or online at www.taubmanmuseum.org or ticket online: 540-

204-4122. 

April 18 performance at Christiansburg High Schoolñtickets available at Montgomery Museum, 

Coffee Depot, or Smithmanõs. 

For more information contact:   Mary Ann Hinshelwood at 540/382-6402 or 

The Montgomery Museum at 540/382-5644.                 

òLiving a God-pleasing Lifeó 

Stewardship Program update: 

 During our Commitment Sunday worship on the 15th of February, 77 response 

cards were brought to the altar rail as acts of devotion to God. These cards represent a col-

lective desire to live out our discipleship through the committed use of our time, talent, and 

money in deepening our relationship with the Lord and furthering his work in the world 

through the church. A total of 86 cards have now been received, representing some 

$218,638 towards the Lordõs work in 2009. 

 Thank you to all who have returned their commitment cards to date and, thus, are 

helping us bring our stewardship program to completion. For others, blank cards are avail-

able in the pew racks. Completed cards may be returned to the offering plate or church of-

fice. 
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Communion Offering 

Where does your Communion Offering go?         

During the Month of January we gave assistance in the amount of $635.00 to 14 individu-

als/families in the Christiansburg area.  This has helped these families keep their electric 

on, food on their table, a place to live and in other ways where there is need. The needs 

seem to be greater at this time.  Your special Communion offering makes this possible.  

New Lenten study!  

 We are excited about being able to offer a family-wide Lenten study this year.  Beginning 

Wednesday, March 4, at 6:30pm, we will be holding a brand new study, coauthored by one 

of Virginiaõs own clergy.  The study is based on John Wesleyõs three simple rules, òdo no 

harmó, òdo goodó, and òstay in love with God.ó  There are components for adults, youth, 

and children, so thereõs something for the whole family.  Pastor David will lead the adult 

class, Pastor Brian will lead the youth class, and our faithful Wednesday night teachers 

Holly Siegle and Amanda Kraker will be leading the childrenõs class.  Come, join us for a 

great series of Wednesday nights, and donõt forget about dinner at 6:00! 

Alta Mons Lenten Luncheon 

Join us for a church lunch at Alta Mons!  Weõve set March 29th as the St. Paul day for the 

Lenten Luncheon at Alta Mons.  Make your reservations early, but no later than noon on 

March 23rd.  The menu will be, Soup, Salad Bar, Turkey Breast w/ Dressing, Mashed Pota-

toes w/ Gravy, Green Beans/Harvard Beets, Rolls/ Cranberry Sauce, Desserts, Coffee/

Tea/Lemonade, and costs $12/adult, $8/children. 

The luncheons are running Sundays from February 15 through April 5, and you are more 

than welcome to call the camp directly at 268-2409 to reserve a lunch for your family any 

week.  If youõd like to serve as a òhostó for a lunch (for reduced cost), please contact Pas-

tor Brian for more information. 
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Tutoring Update:  

 This new ministry is flowing nicely, thanks to our generous volunteers and the caring 

school staff.  Tutors have told me that they have enjoyed working with their kids, and my 

mom in the CMS guidance office has reported that some of the volunteers have even lost 

track of time and stayed on with their students past the typical half-hour!  That makes me 

smile, as did this especially touching note (reprinted with Dave Goff's permission) from our 

one tutor at CES, who had been asked by the teacher if he could help a third-grader learn 

to tie her shoes in addition to helping her with schoolwork: 

      It went terrific. I'm working out a session with the teacher this Friday since I'm traveling all next week. At 

the end of the session when I was walking her back to her class she wanted to know if I'd be there tomorrow. So I 

thought a Friday session would keep some continuity. 

Dave 

P.S. She can tie her shoes now! 

Devotionals 

Just a reminder that the March/April Upper Room are now available in the church nar-

thex.  This is a wonderful daily devotional guide suitable for the entire family to have time 

together in Godõs Word . 

Community Lenten Services 

The Christiansburg Ministerial Association invites you to participate in this yearõs Lenten 

Lunch and Worship Series on the Fridays in Lent. A simple lunch will be served by the host 

church beginning at 11:40 am, followed by a worship service starting at 12:20 and ending 

by 12:55. The schedule for this year: 

March 6ñOur Saviour Lutheran Church       April 2ñChristiansburg Mennonite 

March 13ñSt. Paul UMC   April 10ñChristiansburg Presbyterian 

March 20ñSt. Thomas Episcopal Church 

March 27ñChristiansburg Mennonite Fellowship 
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Associated News 

So now we are in the season of Lent.  This year, the entire month of March falls within 

Lent.  You may wonder, how is this determined, and why does it change from year to year?  

It all has to do with the dating of Easter.  In the western church, Easter falls on the first 

Sunday after the first full moon after the vernal equinox, one of two days when the hours 

of day and night are equal (the other is in September, the autumnal equinox).  Why this 

seemingly complicated formula?  Itõs because the goal was to keep the same relationship to 

the preceding full moon as was present in the time of Christõs Resurrection.  The Eastern 

church follows the Julian calendar, so the dates for Easter are often slightly different.  Lent 

is the preceding 40 days, not including Sundays, before Easter.  Thus, the dates of Lent are 

directly dependent on the dating for Easter. 

So now that we know when Lent is, whatõs it for?  òLent comes from the Anglo-Saxon 

word lencten,  which means òspring.ó  The season is a preparation for celebrating Easter.  

Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts and 

then became a time for penance by all Christians.  The First Sunday describes Jesusõ temp-

tation by Satan; and the Sixth Sunday (Passion/Palm Sunday), Christõs triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem and his subsequent passion and death.  Because Sundays are always little Easters, 

the penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with joyful expectation of the Resurrec-

tion.ó 

Ok, so we have an official description.  Now what?  Well, Lent should be a time of reflec-

tion that prepares our hearts to be open to a deeper understanding of Godõs love shown 

the earth through Christ.  Without hearts willing to see, the power of Christõs Resurrection 

at Easter is muted in our lives.  Lent gives us time to prepare for, reflect on, and seek out 

God in our lives. 

Now that we have entered that time together, let us keep each other accountable for our 

collective journey toward the cross and beyond.  Let us truly seek to broaden our under-

standing of God by denying ourselves.  Let us bravely march toward Jerusalem with Jesus, 

simultaneously dreading and anxiously expecting what is yet to come. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 
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2009 Alta Mons Summer Camp 

Session 1 ð June 21-26     Rates 

 Elementary Resident     $270.00 

 Jr. High Resident     $295.00 

Session 2 ð June 28-July 3     

 Mini resident Camp A (June 28-June 30)  $160.00 

 Mini Resident Camp B (July 1-3)   $160.00 

 Jr High Resident     $295.00 

Session 3 ð July 5-10 

 Elementary Resident     $270.00 

 Jr. High Resident     $295.00 

 Jr. High Adventure Tri Challenge   $395.00 

Session 4 ð July 12-17 

 Elementary Resident     $270.00 

 Jr. High Resident     $295.00 

           (High enrollment may add additional weeks) 

For more information or to register, go to www.altamons.org or via brochure 

Spivey Address 

Chuck and Peggy Spivey have moved into an assisted living facility and would love to hear 

from the folks at St. Paul.  Their phone number is available in the church office. Their ad-

dress is: 

Rev. Chuck & Peggy Spivey 

2029 Lockwood Drive   Apt. 316 

Charlottesville, Va  22911 
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Help Needed 

Weõre looking for some help in moving the technology work in the church from a one-

person operation to a team approach.  Needs include those with technical computer skills, 

those with an eye for graphic design, and those who would just like to learn.  If you would 

like to help at all, we need you!  Please contact Pastor Brian or Kevin Buhrdorf if you have 

an interest in serving in this multi-dimensional area. 

Silent Auction                                         

We are now accepting items for the Silent Auction. Look around 

your home (in the attic and basement) and see what you have that 

we might be able to sell. Contact Gene Peyton (382-6568), Lois 

Chambers (382-9022) or Patsy Sparks (731-1402). We will be glad 

to assist in any way we can to get your item or items to the church. We want this to be a 

big success and we need your help to do that.  This will be our first fund raiser for the 

church this year and the proceeds will help with our Conference commitments for 2009. 

We are looking forward to a fun and great fellowship on March 7th. 

New Addresses for the Church Directory 

Nedra Moody     Mason & Cindy Gates 

4435 Pheasant Ridge Rd. Apt. 227  665 Calhoun St. 

Roanoke, Va 24014    Christiansburg, Va 24073 

     

Andy & Lynn Caudle 

2090 Peakland Way 

Christiansburg, Va 24073 


