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ôYou shall love your neighbor as yourselfõ. (Mark 12:31b) 

Then the righteous will answer him, ôLord, when was it that we saw you 

hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  

And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or na-

ked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in 

prison and visited you?õ And the king will answer them, ôTruly I tell 

you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 

family, you did it to me.õ (Matthew 25:37-40) 

Bear one anotherõs burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 

Christé. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the 

good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith. (Galatians 

6:2, 10) 

The three scripture passages above speak to the spirit of love 

and compassion for our neighbors that are hallmarks of 

Christian discipleship -- following in the way of Jesus Christ. 

One of the great blessings for me in serving in ordained min-

istry among you here at St. Paul UMC is the spirit of caring 

and concern for neighbor that is much in evidence in this 

congregation. We see evidence of it in so many ways: a 

weekly prayer ministry of intercession to God on behalf of 

others; last yearõs U.M. Volunteers in Mission to the Gulf 

Coast and this summerõs mission group currently being or-

ganized for Eastern Kentucky; the great variety of mission 

and ministry accomplished locally, nationally, and around the 

world through support of our denominational apportion-

ments and the òsecond-mileó projects we embrace. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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On the first Sunday of each month we receive a special Commun-

ion Offering that is used to help families and individuals here in 

Christiansburg. Those persons experiencing legitimate needs in 

meeting lifeõs demands ð be it food, shelter, utilities, transportation, 

health care, or providing for the needs of their children ð such 

families and individuals find life-affirming assistance through the 

ministry that St. Paul UMC provides through the Communion Of-

fering. 

Over the first three months of this year, the St. Paul congregation 

has made available some $3,812 in services to fifty families and in-

dividuals. The trying circumstances of these neighbors have come 

to our attention in a variety of ways. In each instance, the church 

has been able to offer a measure of relief, hope, and comfort to 

these persons through the generosity of congregants here at St. 

Paul who take seriously their discipleship in Jesus Christ. In several 

instances, those receiving some needed assistance were òthose of 

the family of faithó, the apostle Paulõs designation for fellow 

church members. In this way, we truly have been able to òbear one 

anotherõs burdensó during particular times of trial. 

Thank you for all that you and so many others do to share the 

good news of Jesus Christ both in word and in deed. 

Grace and peace to you, 

Pastor David 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Birthdays 
 

Gene Peytonð1 

Nancy Endicottð2 

Sara Charltonð4 

Lee Griffithð4 

Jimmy Reynoldsð5 

Doug Kanneyð6 

Susan Harrisonð6 

Kris Buhrdorfð9 

Rusty McCoyð9 

Jackie Sutphinð12 

Erin Birchfieldð13 

Melissa Gunterð14 

Dave Duncanð16 

Merlene Pageð16 

Brooks Shermanð18 

Julia Dickensonð21 

Tommy Myersð25 

Garland Linkous - 29 

John Eanesð30 

Marietta Hanksð31 

Jim Moyeð31 

Jane Staffordð31 

Jean Woodyardð31 

Dolly Gossð31 
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Vigil for Non-Violence 

May 1st marks the National Day of Prayer for 2008 (the National Day of Prayer is always 

the first Thursday in May), and Ascension Day, the day that we remember Christõs ascen-

sion to his Father. That evening at 7:00 pm., the Christiansburg Ministerial Association is 

sponsoring a special vigil for non-violence worship service for the Christiansburg commu-

nity to be held at St. Paul. The service is a reflection on Godõs work in the midst of the vio-

lence so present and obvious in the world, asking for deliverance from it as well as recog-

nizing of our own part in it. Come worship together, and tell all your neighbors. There will 

be a light reception in the St. Paul fellowship hall following the service. 

We have recently become aware of some individuals in the congregation who have sensitiv-

ity to gluten.  In response to this condition, we are now offering some gluten-free Com-

munion elements.  If you require this, let us know in the office so we can have enough on 

hand for each Communion Sunday.  We donõt want anyone that wants to be at the Lordõs 

Table from being excluded! 

Communion Alternative 

General Conference 

General Conference, the highest level legislative body of the interna-

tional United Methodist Church, is in session in Fort Worth, Texas!  

Pray for the delegates from Virginia and across the globe as they 

make the decisions that guide our denomination.  Follow the pro-

ceedings by logging into www.gc2008.umc.org or clicking the logo on 

our church website that looks like the one in this article.  There is a 

free on-line course for those who would like more information about General Conference.  

To access this course, visit http://training.umcom.org, or call (888)278-4862. 
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Attention Golfers 

The Joy Singers are on the road again!  The 

program for April/May is a selection of 

songs titled with womenõs names.  The 

First Thursday Luncheon program May 1 

will feature these wonderful songs, fol-

lowed by a performance at 2:00 at Wheat-

land (Christiansburg).  Further in May, 

11:00 visits on Tuesdays will be to English 

Meadows, Kroonje Center (Warm Hearth), 

the Roanoke United Methodist Home, Pu-

laski Nursing Home, and weõll finish the 

tour on June 3 at Skyline Manor in Floyd.  

If you are near a performance, come see us! 

On Friday, June 13, the Roanoke District is 

holding its òfirst annual Charity Golf Tour-

namentó at Ashley Plantation Golf Course 

in Daleville.  Proceeds are going to benefit 

the district youth mission trip to the Black-

feet Reservation in Montana.  This is a cap-

tainõs choice tournament, and the registra-

tion deadline for individuals ($70) or teams 

of four ($280) is Saturday, May 31.  Addi-

tional information and a registration form 

is available in the church office or by con-

tacting Tim Craft at Bonsack UMC 

(craftytim@msn.com). 

 

 May 11, 2008 - 

Come and join us in 

celebration of Pente-

cost Sunday!  The 

Open Door Sunday 

School class invites 

you to attend a 

church wide social, May 11, 2008 during 

the Sunday School hour ð 9:45am to 

10:45am.  All are welcome to join us for 

good food and good fellowship.  If you 

would like to bring a dish to share, you 

may.  Please feel free to just stop by for a 

few minutes, or come and stay the entire 

time.  If you have any questions, please call 

Amy Price at 382-8616. 

Church Wide Social 

Joy Singers 
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Associated News 
The weather is warmer, the flowers and trees are blooming, and the summer is rapidly ap-

proaching.  We have a natural tendency to take every opportunity available to get out and do 

things in the nice weather that we canõt do other times of the year.  However, we need to make 

sure that we donõt forget our community of church.  God doesnõt disappear in the summer, and 

neither does the Community of Faith that God has put together.  Yes, we take time away to get 

a break and rest, but we donõt have to disappear entirely.  Ministry still happens, and the com-

munity around us still needs us. 

As we make plans for travel this summer (unless the price of gas keeps us home), let us remem-

ber our faith journey and commitments.  When we are away, we can often find a church to at-

tend wherever we are.  If thatõs not possible, we can take time for family devotions or family 

worship together.  We can see God at work in everything around us, if we look with open eyes 

and open hearts.  But donõt forget the other aspects of our commitments.  St. Paul still has min-

istry and obligations that continue year round, so even when away, your financial support is 

critical to the continued work of St. Paul in the Christiansburg community and beyond. 

When we remember that we are working together to share Godõs Word and love, then we are 

much more positive in our dealings with others.  When away, we can be examples of Christian 

love and fellowship, wherever we find ourselves.  We are the hands and feet of Christ in the 

world today, and everything we do is a reflection of something.  Letõs work on making sure that 

that reflection is of Christ and not something less.  The Community of Faith can help us do 

just this by strengthening us and reminding us of Godõs love.  Stay in community through the 

good weather as well as the bad.  Stay in community to enrich and enhance your own relation-

ship with the Creator of the Universe. 

God is love, and God is power, and God is forever. 

Dear Lord, help us keep our focus on you as our minds wander to thoughts of better weather and opportunities 

for recreation.  Help us see you at work in the world around us no matter where we are.  Help us praise you and 

reflect your love in all we say and do, everywhere.  You are our God, our Creator, and you love us enough to give 

your only son, Christ, for us.  With Christõs resurrection, we are assured our place with you.  Give us the 

strength to follow his example.  Amen.    

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 



ST. PAULõS PAGES Page 6  

Camping Opportunities at Camp Alta Mons 

Flamingo flocks have been spotted in our 

area, and you can help direct where they 

land, beginning in June!  For only $10, you 

can have a flock find a temporary home at 

a friendõs or neighborsõ house.  If a flock 

arrives at your house, just $10 will have it 

removed.  Additionally, òflock insuranceó is 

available for only $25 to prevent one from 

landing at your house.   Contact the church 

office or flamingos@stpaulvaumc.org to 

sign up a yard or apply for insurance.  All 

proceeds go to support the Junior Youth of 

St. Paul, who thank you for your continued 

enthusiastic support! 

 

The brochures and registration forms for summer camp at 

Alta Mons are available in the church office.  This is for ris-

ing 1st ð 12th graders, and the theme this year is òWalking 

with Giantsó.  On-line registration is available for quick and 

easy registration at: www.altamons.org, giving immediate 

confirmation and registration information.  If you need a 

scholarship for your child, contact the church office. 

Think Pink 

There will be an acolyte training event on Sunday, May 18th during the Sunday School hour 

for children ages 3rd grade and up. There will be a sign-up list in the office, or E-mail aco-

lyte@stpaulvaumc.org.  All current acolytes should also attend. 

Acolyte Training 


