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òWe know that all things work together for good for those who love 

God, who are called according to his purpose.ó (Romans 8:28) 

Iõve had occasion to reflect quite a lot on the words above 

from St. Paul over the last couple of months. His is an assur-

ance that for those who love God and are called by God, in 

every circumstance of life or of death, God is working for 

good in the midst of it. 

This spiritual reminder has been important for me to keep in 

mind as I have been anticipating a significant upcoming 

change in our St. Paul church staff. At the end of June, Brian 

Siegle, our Associate Pastor for the last three years, will be 

moving with his family to a new church appointment in our 

Virginia United Methodist connection. It is a move that will 

bring with it profound changes for the Siegle family and the 

St. Paul congregation. We are all blessed to know that, amidst 

the uncertainties that accompany these changes to come, 

God is very much at work and will bring about good for all 

his beloved who are called of God. 

As I sit typing out these lines, I realize that it has been seven 

weeks to the day that I got a phone call informing me that 

my father had fallen ill and was being rushed by ambulance 

to the hospital. The intervening seven weeks have been diffi-

cult for my father, my mother, my family, and me. Shortly I 

will be leaving with my family to go to the funeral home for 

this eveningõs visitation preceding my fatherõs funeral tomor-

continued on page 2) 
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row. As I reflect upon his life as a United Methodist pastor, I 

consider the varied appointments that he served ð both 

within the church and within one of our church-founded in-

stitutions. In every circumstance, my dad found new ways to 

love God and to live out his calling as a man of God. 

That same opportunity is available to all of us as we navigate 

the changes of life ð and of death -- some changes welcome, 

others not. May God grant us grace to know the peace of 

those òwho love God, who are called according to his pur-

pose.ó 

Grace and peace to you, 

Pastor David 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
May 

Birthdays 
Gene Peytonñ1 

Nancy Endicottñ2 

Sara Charltonñ4 

Lee Griffithñ4 

Carmen Thompsonñ4 

Doug Kanneyñ6 

Susan Harrisonñ6 

Jimmy Reynoldsñ6 

Kris Buhrdorfñ9 

Rusty McCoyñ9 

Jackie Sutphinñ9 

Erin Birchfieldñ13 

Melissa Gunterñ14 

Merlene Pageñ16 

Dave Duncanñ16 

Lee Cooperñ18 

Brooks Shermanñ18 

Maria Goffñ18 

Stuart Cochranñ20 

Julia Dickensonñ21 

Pat Burnsñ22 

Jace Thompsonñ24 

Sharon Davisñ25 

Tommy Myersñ25 

John Eanesñ30 

Marietta Hanksñ31 

Jim Moyeñ31 

Jane Staffordñ31 

Jean Woodyardñ31 

Dolly Gossñ31 

 

Nursery Help 

The Staff-Parish Committee is compiling a list of individuals 

who would be willing to substitute in the nursery. Our nursery 

staff is very faithful in their attendance on Sunday, however 

sometimes a substitute is needed. Please fill out the form be-

low if you are willing to serve and return to the office. Use 

either the offering plate or hand deliver to the office. Thank 

you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

NAME_________________________________________ 

PHONE #______________________________________ 

Check one: 

Early Service_____________  Sunday School Hour________ 

11:00 service______________ 
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Join us in worship on May 17th for: 

CHURCH MUSIC SUNDAY -  Cantate Sunday ð is the 6th Sunday after Easter and 

celebrates the music of the church.  It is a name originally given from the first words of the 

Introit at Mass on that Day:  Cantate domino novum canitcum (Sing to the Lord a new 

song).  The name is thought to be as old as the twelfth century.  Here at ST Paul, Church 

Music Sunday gives opportunity to all the groups of your Music Ministry to offer and share 

their music at one worship experience.  Giving graciously of their time, talent and energy, 

members and leaders have again gifted us with great music, here and in the community, 

encouraging a closer relationship with God and each other and a firmer foundation to our 

faith. 

Your music ministry seeks to glorify God by serving this body of believers in Jesus Christ 

by offering music of excellence for spiritual commitment, renewal and refreshment in or-

der to grow in faith, to build relationships and to prepare one another for Christõs ministry 

in the church, community and the world.  Our foundation is found in Psalm 115.1a:  òNot 

to us, O Lord, but to Your name be the glory.ó 

Please join us on May 17th at 8:45 or 11:00 for praise and worship through music. 

 

 

Yard Help Needed 

Do you like being in the great outdoors?  Would you like to be able to 
give more to the church, but youõre not sure how?  If you answered 
yes to these questions, we have a wonderful opportunity for you!  In a 
cost saving effort, the church lawn is being mowed on a weekly basis 
by volunteers.  The church now has all the mowing equipment necessary on site.  All 
equipment is brand new, including a riding mower, push mower, blower and trimmer.  Sim-
ply pick the week youõd like to volunteer, and contact Henry Nixon at (540) 320-4164 or 
Ron Barrett at (540) 257-0707.  Your help would be greatly appreciated. 
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Rent-a-Youth for Spring Cleaning!  

Rent-a-Youth for Spring/Summer Cleaning! Yes, it's time again for our annual youth mis-

sion project that has been so popular in the past. You are invited to "rent" a young person, 

or several for that matter, to help with your spring/summer cleaning. They are willing to 

babysit too if that helps. Their "pay" will go towards the mission trip to Washington, 

DC. You will get your work done, the kids will get the experience of earning through hard 

work, our community will look better, and more mission work can be planned for the fu-

ture. So it's the perfect time to hire some of our energetic young people to haul stuff to the 

curb for collection. Sign-up sheets available in the bulletins, or in the back of the 

church.  You are welcome to contact Amy Price (250-0186) for more information.  

Rent-A-Youth Sign Up Sheet 

Name_______________________________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone_______________________________________________________ 

 

What you would like the youth to do: 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Please put in offering plate on Sunday when completed or turn in to the 

church office. 
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Summer Adventure for Children 

Camp E.D.G.E. 2009 takes your children to an extreme adventure camp where they Ex-

perience and Discover God Everywhere!  Camp E.D.G.E. is not your typical stroll through 

the woods.  Itõs an action-packed, adrenaline-filled, expedition that teaches kids their 

strength and might come from God. 

Brand new high-energy music with four pop praise and worship songs ð just like your kids 

are listening to on their iPods. 

Treks to the Promised Land, Bethlehem, the Phariseeõs House, the Upper Room, and Gali-

lee 

E.D.G.E. pledge based on each dayõs learning 

Science center with field-tested experiments that will WOW the kids 

Camp mascot Sparx the fox 

VBS will be June 22-26, 6-8:30 p.m.  It is open to children who are or will be 4 by Sept. 1 

through those finishing fifth grade.  Watch your upcoming newsletters, bulletins, mail, and 

the St. Paul website for registration details.  You wonõt want your child to miss it when 

Camp E.D.G.E. takes VBS to the extreme in 2009! 

Wanted:  extreme adventurers ready to trek to the E.D.G.E. ð experiencing and discover-

ing God everywhere!  Sign up for a Vacation Bible School leadership role and join in an 

incredible week of adventure and growing in Godõs love at 

Camp E.D.G.E.  Jobs range from prayer support to donating 

items to class leadership.  Contact Lee & Jennifer Cooper, 381

-5854 or cooperjp@nrvunwired.net, and/or come to our vol-

unteer organizational session on Sunday, May 3 at 3:00 p.m. in 

the Resource Room.  This is a church-wide ministry so we 

need everyoneõs involvement! 
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Associated News 

 

Well, weõve had plenty of April showers, and we sure have some beautiful May flowers!  

The beauty of creation never ceases to amaze me.  As I look out at the green punctuated by 

splashes of red, yellow, orange, blue, and white, God has reminded me of something inter-

esting.  The beauty of the flowers we see is in their variety.  If every flower was the same 

color or intensity, or every tree was the same height or shape, the world would be much 

less inviting.  And yet, as people, we tend to clump together in bunches that look the same 

as us in many ways.  Itõs our natural instinct.  But in doing so, I think we rob ourselves of 

the richness God intended in our experience together.  Our communal existence is greatly 

enhanced when we have larger varieties amongst us.  Varying gifts, varying ages, varying 

backgrounds, varying sizes and shapes, varying ethnicity, all weave together to create a 

more interesting and complete canvas ð just as a variety of flowers and plants create a much 

more interesting landscape.  Those of you who garden also know that that variety has to be 

intentional.  Flowers will naturally grow more like themselves, as we do.  So, just as a gar-

den takes intentional cultivation to be colorfully diverse, we must do the same thing to en-

hance the interconnected landscape of our community. 

 

We already do so much here at St. Paul for those who are different than most of us, but I 

think we can do better at being truly inviting to those same, and other, people.  Weõre on 

the right track.  Remember, Christõs Resurrection glory is for everyone.  Letõs make it our 

mission to share it with as many people as possible.  Letõs keep up the great work, together, 

and make St. Paul the best possible community of faith that we can, in all its multifaceted 

splendor! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 
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Java & Jesus 

Methodism's founder John Wesley said, "The world is my parish."  And so John and his followers took 

their message outside the church ð to the jails and poor houses ð and they found the open fields a fitting 

pulpit to preach to the farmers and miners, who were unaccustomed to church attendance anyway.  "Open 

air sermons," though they were a new and uncomfortable medium for Wesleyõs message, became church for 

the unchurched.  Credited for success is John Wesleyõs promotion of grace for everyone in a local, personal 

framework.  Methodists today still consider evangelism of the gospel message central to their mission.   

       ~ adapted from John Wesley: Holiness of Heart and Life by Charles Yrigoyen, Jr. 

 Sound familiar?  While this is from a book on the history of Methodism, the principle is in 

action today here at St. Paul through our Java & Jesus coffeehouse ministry.  Join a variety 

of people - both members and non-members - each Thursday at 6:30 at 

Coffee Depot for an evening of conversation, coffee, and Christian discus-

sion.  And please bring a friend!  As John Wesley showed us, it is very im-

portant for us to get the word about this ministry outside our church.  

Questions?  Contact Charles DiRico at 320--2705 / javaje-

sus@stpaulvaumc.org. 

 

 Musical Evening                                      

With all the great music weõve had lately from our congregation 

members, we might as well add one more!  The New River Val-

ley Symphony, in which Pastor Brian plays, will be having itõs 

spring concert on Saturday, May 2, at 8:00pm in Burruss Audi-

torium.  The program consists of Paul Hindemith's Symphonic 

Metamorphoses on Themes of von Weber and Beethoven's 

Symphony No. 5.  Tickets are available at the Squires Student 

Center ticket office or at the door for $8 general, $5 seniors, and 

$5 students.  See you there! 


