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Happy Thanksgiving! 





A Prayer of  Thanks 

While freely we receive Your gifts,  

We strive to freely give  

To friends and strangers, far and near,  

in the vast world where we live.  

Heart gifts, wisdom, joy and love,  

Fruitful seasons which we share,  

All good gifts are graced by You  

And remind us that You care.  

You giveth power for us to give,  

Your grace will see us through.  

The gifts we give to others, Lord.  

All serve to honor You.  

                                    - Nancy W. Tant  
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Senior Youth is Keeping Busy! 

Fourteen people enjoyed food and fellow-

ship together at Camp Alta Mons on Octo-

ber 20.  We traveled to Shawsville and 

decorated our site that we would haunt.  It 

was a beautiful day so after we finished our 

preparations, the boys played football in a 

nearby field and the girls talked and took a 

short hayride to take a break.  We enjoyed 

dinner there in the òdining halló and then 

set out to get prepared.  We had terrifying 

costumes and did our best to scream and to 

scare our visitors.  Everyone that came out 

had a good time together. 

We also have been meeting each Sunday 

evening at 5:00pm in the third floor Senior 

High Room.  There is a great time of fun, 

food, and fellowship.  We plan to have a 

òlock-inó before the end of the year and 

some will help with the òHarvest Daysó.  

There is much more to come.  Plan to 

come and invite your friends!  Any ques-

tions, call Jackie Buhrdorf or Blake Owen. 

Pastor David has been in Is-

rael on the study mission he 

was invited to go on (quite an 

honor, actually).  Look for his 

words of wisdom returning 

next month. 

There has been much discus-

sion about money recently as 

we have worked through the 

budget process for the up-

coming year.  One thing that 

has become very obvious is 

that we need to make some 

serious commitments in order 

to continue to support the 

important ministries that St. 

Paul is involved in ð both cur-

rent and future.  There has 

been a consistent history of 

ministry not being as well 

funded and supported as it 

could be.  Itõs up to us to 

change this, and it requires a 

change in attitude and faith.  

Money cannot be our focus ð 

our ministry must be instead. 

We need to increase our faith 

in the God who put us here 

and will not abandon us in 

doing Godõs work!  This is 

Godõs work, not ours, not 

Pastor Davidõs or mine.  As a 

congregation, we need to in-

crease our focus on develop-

ing new ministries that reach 

the community around us bet-

ter than we already do well.  

We need to be intentional 

about reaching and inviting 

individuals who are currently 

not part of our church, or any 

church.  Jesus commanded us 

to ògo and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit.ó  

That is a pretty clear com-

mandment that the church, in 

its universal sense, has not 

always embraced in its en-

tirety.  Letõs get even more 

serious about making disci-

ples.  That means providing 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Pastorõs Study 

Harvest Day Bazaar and Turkey Dinner 

November 3, 2007 

Please join us for our Annual Har-

vest Day Bazaar and Turkey Dinner 

on Saturday, November 3, 2007.  In 

the Activities Building 8:30 am ð 

1:00 pm there will be crafts, home-

made goodies, coffee time, RADA 

cutlery, and lots of vendors. Some 

examples are Longerberger, Home 

Décor, Pampered Chef, Jewelry, 

Tupperware, Candles, etc.  Under 

the tent beside the Activities Build-

ing, 8:30 ð 12:00 noon there will be 

attic treasures. Come early for the 

best deals. 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall from 

11:30 am ð 1:00 pm (or until the 

food is gone) for a complete Turkey 

Dinner. Take outs are available! 

Please support our 

fundraising efforts. 

The monies raised goes 

to our local mission 

projects. Thanks to all! 

òdoorway eventsó (like concerts and 

special programs) that bring people 

into the church that may not do so 

otherwise, increasing the visibility of 

St. Paul in the community by talking 

about it constantly in a positive 

light, offering studies for deeper 

faith, being intentional about the 

education of children, developing 

new activities and programs that 

keep the attention of younger fami-

lies, and much more we havenõt 

even thought of yet.  Iõm not saying 

that what weõre doing isnõt good ð it 

is!  What Iõm saying is that we need 

to increase what weõre already doing 

well and do it better.  Together we 

can make a difference, to each 

other, and to the community.  This 

is a great church!  Letõs act like we 

really believe it and let the excite-

ment about our God in heaven and 

our ministry in the world grow.  If 

weõre all excited, we will grow.  If 

weõre all excited, itõs contagious.  If 

weõre all excited, weõll make a differ-

ence ð and thatõs what true church 

is all about. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian Siegle 

(Continued from page 1) 
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November 
Birthdays 
 

Brian Siegle ï 2 

Donna Chafin ï 4 

Mary Lee Bush ï 5 

Sue Speed ï 6 

Mike Gummer ï 7 

Susan Hood ï 10 

Karen Poff ï 11 

Karen Birchfield ï 13 

Pat Paxton ï 20 

Matt Birchfield ï 23 

Bruce Schleicher ï 25 

Sandy Cox ï 27 

Bill Lyons ï 30 

A Note from the Sunday School Superintendent 

Youth Praise and Worship Event 

The Roanoke District Youth praise and 

worship event on November 18 will be 

hosted right here at St. Paul UMC!  The 

event begins with dinner at 5:00pm and 

concludes with a spirited 6:00pm worship 

service that will replace our normally 

scheduled Sunday evening worship experi-

ence.  This is a rare opportunity for us to 

be involved in the District youth ministry 

and invite all youth (6th through 12th 

grades) possible to the event.  Of course, 

everyone is welcome to join for the wor-

ship time. 

I just wanted to thank each of you that are 

involved in Sunday school.  The children 

have been learning much about faith.  Our 

adults also enjoy the fellowship and learn-

ing that is gained through participation in 

Sunday school.  If you have not visited a 

class yet, please visit one anytime and find 

one that will help you in your faith journey. 

We would love to have more of you in-

volved!  If you are not attending a class and 

would like to be involved, you can share 

the blessing of ministering by teaching.  

Please contact Jackie Buhrdorf at 381-4337 

(home), 230-9556 (cell) or email me.  Go to 

our website, www.stpaulvaumc.org to find 

out more info.  Sunday School is an oppor-

tunity for each of us to be educated, 

whether we are teaching others or learning 

from those we teach.  God loves to work 

through us! 
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VBS is in the planning Stages! 

Summer will be here before you know ité 

We already have some of our volunteers 

lined up but we need some more.  We will 

be preparing soon and would like to know 

who wants to be apart.  

The theme is "A Beach Party".  Plan to be 

there!  Send me an email or call me so that 

I can have your requests early.  We all had 

fun working together this last summer and 

would like to make this summer even bet-

ter.  I'll look forward to hearing from you! 


