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From t he Pastor 6s St uwy

OMy God, my God, why have-=you for sak
so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? O

my God, | cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night

and find no -2est. 6 (Psal m | @eisisdue

This fall, the Wednesday evening Bible study that | lead has

been looking at the Psalms. In addition to comprising Bivéhdays 2
hymnbook of ancient Israelite worship, the Psalms also @aprch Social 2
resent a record of human nmwenRyeut i @n t o
(or, as we find in Psalm 22 above, a perceived lack of diyi@esday Nights
action). In this way, the Psalms also constitute a prayerpapk Project 3

of Godods people that i s ey e V. b4i t a
well before the time of Jesus.

UMM 4
Nobel Prizewinning author and playwright Elie Wiesel speforing Updates
much of his teenage years in Auschwitz, the Nazi deatRtions 5

camp. One night, in one of the barracks, their faith ravaged- Giving 6
by the constant torture and suffering they witnessed, t%%tﬁ Study

) : ) . 6
rabbis decided to put God on trial. The trial lasted sevelrlﬁlr ;
nights. Witnesses were heard, evidence was gathered, con_?a} -

. . . . Heiter Thanks 7

sions were drawn. Finally, the unanimous verdict: the Lor _
God Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth, was foddgnecoming 8
guilty of crimes against creation and humankind. Years figgyneeded 8
9

Wiesel never forgot the desolate, stony silence of that YAgdvocate
ment at Auschwitz when God was found guilty. Eventudtiecial Event 10
he used it as inspiration for his awaidn ni n g p Chéstynas StowlT h e

Tri al of Godod. Wrapping Booth10
Many of us at different tf\s?ﬂ‘éa@d'\‘ei’f"%ve ¢
is God when | am in trouble? How could God let this h&erific 11

pen to me? If God loves me so much, why does it feel \ileed Search 12
Continued on pagg)
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God is punishing me |ike

t hi Novemher

Such questions are part of the prayers of many people the Birthdays

world over concerned over what they have lost in the r¢g
economic downturn and about the even more difficult ti
that may lie ahead for many. Questions such as this are
sure, part of the prayers of every single person livir
places such as Iraq, Afghanistan, Sudan, and many
countries around the world. However, | would specu
that such questions are not the only prayers being pr
My guess is that there are prayers of gratitude being g
well.

Gratitude that, though much has been lost, much ye
mains. Gratitude that, though loved ones have died,
have survived and endured. Gratitude that, though nee
great, persons around the world are working to addres

cent
idigabeth Blound 1
Ghaytes Whitescarvér2
@riﬁn Siegld 2

nna Chafid 4
f?/f Lee Bush 5
l8tR Specl 6
Vi@ Gummed 7
Hosas Hood 10
Joyce Kanod@ 10
Karen Poffy 11
[ K®en Birchfield 13

o(ﬁl?per.gah Claflid 18

&g@ Thompsod 19

problems, to keep them from growing greater. Grati

éir’m gaxtoﬁ 20

rri Mitchelld 21
it Birchfieldd 23

that countless others are sending help to particuladyihaf@ris peted 24
areas in the form of supplies, equipment, and expeBsgce Schleichér 25
Even in Auschwitz, Elie Wiesel marveled at simple adiSastdy Co® 27
kindness and compassion among the prisoners which| Brkyonsd 30

witness to the indomitable power of the human sou
combat evil with love.

Yes, we wi | | al ways ques

so. And we will always question suffering. But it is equally

true that we will never lie down in the face of tragedy
will never lose our capacity for caring; and we will al
search for the silver lining in every cloud. That capac
called ohoped6 and it i s a

It is one of the gifts of God that we will be celebrating in
upcoming church program. Beginning November 5th,

Wednesday night Bible study commences an Advent
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from pag@)

that anticipates the coming of the Christ while examining the themes of Advent/Christm
0 hope, peace, joy, and love. Amidst what is #fue-flenzied confusion of the holiday
season, | invite you to take some time on Wednesday nights in November and Decernr
to gather with a group of fellow disci
spiritually and receive a blessing fron
nificance as revealed in scripture. (See the announcement on page 6 inside for more i
mation). As the holy days that lie ahead draw nearer, may you be drawn closer to the |
ness of the Lord Jesus Christ whose advent we celebrate.

Grace and peace,

Pastor David

A Special Thank You

The Parsonage Committee would like to thank the Willing Workers Sunday School ClI
and the Frank R. Wickham Bible Class for the money given to help with items aphd rep:e
at the parsonage. This is an ongoing project, and has enabled the committee to accom
many things. We also would like to thank Dan Rhudy for the hours spent and work do
to upgrade the lighting and electrical services in the parsonage. Many thankg to He
Nixon for organizing the various projects to be done. Thanks to everyone.

Heifer Project Opportunity

The Wonder ful Wednesdayods Childrendos CI
OBABES6 Friday, November 7, 2008, 7:00 p
port the Heifer Project. Tickets are donation only. Popcorn and drinks will be availak
before the movie. Please contact Holly Siegk®7282 or Amanda Kraker (35367) or
heifer@stpaulumc.org for more information.
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Communion Offering

Where does your Communion Offering go?

During the Month of September we gave assistance in the amount of $1,083 to PO fami
in the Christiansburg area. This has helped these families keep their electric dn, fooc
their table, a place to live and in other ways where there is need. Your special Jommui
offering makes this possible. Thank you.

UMM News O

The United Methodist Men (UMM) meeting in October was based aroundhdie 24t

for the hungry that the group conducted for the day prior to the meeting. We want 1
thank all those in our church family who joined in, in whatever way, with the fast. Yo
encouragement, prayers in support of the mission, and fasting/gifts were meaningful ar
blessing.

We broke our fast with our dinner meeting on October 16. A reflection on a different pe
spective on the problem of hunger and a meditation on our response were followed by
fering our fasting gifts. The total on that night was $515, which has been presentec
MCEAP. Melanie Collins of MCEAP was with us and shared current information ol
MCEAPOGs resources and the need she sees
affected both, as you would guess. Melanie expressed her sincere appreciation for the
ing gift, and all the other ways members of St Paul UMC continuously help.

If you have a fasting gift that you have not had the opportunity to turn in, feel free to put
in a Sunday offering or drop it by the
be forwarded to MCEAP.

The November meeting of the UMM will be our last one for calendar year 2008. In ad
tion to our program, officers for 2009 will be elected. Come join us as we begin looki
forward to the next year!

Tom Bell, UMM President 2008



Page 5 N oVEMBER 2008

MY TUTORING STORY

0There she is, Christina!dé said Mrs. Jo
back from |l ooking for you. 6

My family had just moved into a new house and my kids had been sick so | was fee
pressed for time, but | tried never to miss a day of tutoring so that my students could |
l'ieve in the example of a caring, deper
today, 6 | breathlessly apologi zed.

Though feeling harried from rushing across the school building and sorry for making t
student wait, | was secretly smiling inside. | had worked with Christina on her reading
nearly an entire school year, yet because of her extremely reserved nature | had no
whether she was ever happy to come to tutoring of not. My two boys were more transp
ent in their positive feelings about reading wité @tais could be moody but warmed up
once we got started, and Demarcus could hardly be held back he was gosextiied

was my shining, defining moment in the tutoring year. Now | knew that she liked it, s
really liked it!

Jennifer Cooper, 2000, Rolling Hills Elementary School, Huntsville, Alabama

TUTORING UPDATE

ol t hink we can be wel | on our way
ThankstJ ason ( Garretson, principal, CES)®

Contact Lee or Jennifer Cooper,-38%4 or cooperjp@nrvunwired.net for more informa-
tion, or to join nearly two dozen of y
team!

With a love of children, a desire to see skills improved, a commitment to this ministry, &
Godds hel p, we dondchildaatime. a di fference

Devotionals

Just a reminder that the November/December Upper Room are now available in tf
church narthex. This is a wonderful daily devotional guide suitable for the entirgl family
have time together in Godds Word




St. PAUL® PAGES Page 6

YearEnd Giving Option

For those contemplatingayeand gi ft t o t he -adVantagedl@er- mi
tunity is available using a traditional or Roth IRA.

The recently signed $700 billion economic bailout bill (H.R. 1424, The Financial Rest
Package), includes a4year extension of the IRA Rollover provision.

The provision will be made retroactive to January 1, 2008, and will apply to gifts made fr
that date through December 31, 2009.

The speci al | egi sl ation allows you to
traditional or Roth Individual Retirement Account (IRA) without incurring federal income
taxes. The following limitations apply:

1 The donor must be age 70 1/2 or older.

1 The cap on annual IRA rollovers is $100.000.

T The contribution must be a direct gift to a charity (no planned gifts.)

The IRA Rollover was originally included in the Pension Protection Act of 2006.

For more information, see www. nptrust .
tended©¢.

Adult Bible Study

oCome to the Manger We d n e s d a y7:4% PM Navempes 5 thréugh3D@cember

17, in the Resource Room (Rm. 102). Join David Goodpasture for a seasonal exploratic
the meaning and majesty of the coming of the Christ. We will be using the study book
0Come to the Manger o6 by Robert Kaylor t
personal stories. Simple weekly preparation for each Wednesday session involves abo
pages of reading from the booklet and reading of and reflection upon three key script
passages. Come join us November 5th!
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Loved Ones Serving in the Military

We would like to update our listing of military personnel with connections to the| St. Pa
congregation. If you have a loved one that you would like to notify us about, please c
write, or email the church office. Information such as name, branch of military, rank, loce
tion where stationed, and address would be helpful.. Thank you.

Thank You

The Wonderful Wednesday Chil drends CIl as
support of the Heifer Project. Many people have expressed an interest in what types
animals there are and what the cost is. Please contact Holly Siég9)382Amanda
Kraker (35#%867) or heifer@stpaulumc.org if there is a certain animal you would like t
purchase with your donation.

Heifer $500 Llama $150
Goat $120 Tree Seedlings $30
Sheep $120 Honeybees $30
Flock of Hope (150 Chicks$60 Water Buffalo $250
Chicks $20 Pig $120
Knitting Basket (2 Llamas/2 Shee$500 Ducks & Geese $20

Share of Knitting Basket $50 Rabbits (3) $60
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THE FESTIVAL OF HOMECOMING

Do you remember the story that Jesus once told about a sheep that was lost? The s
herd had many other she®p9 safe in the flock. But the shepherd left those to go after
the one sheep until he found it. When that sheep was found, the shepherd carried it hc
tenderly, and he was so happy that he called on his friends and neighbors to rejoice
him. The point is usually that God is the shepherd and he cares for us like shepherds
for sheep. But there is another angle: how WE can be shepherds for other people, too.

That's what Homecoming is all ab®dattime to celebrate the coming together as a family
at St. Paul. It's an opportunity to renew our commitment to each other. And most esf
cially it's an opportunity for us "shepherds" to bring the unchurched and inactive Christia
in our community) who are "lost shee@d'into our fellowship of believedsor "flock" &

here.

Come, and invite others to come, to celebrate Homecoming at St. Paul

on Sunday, November 16. Guest minister will be Rev. Art Wingfield,

for mer St . Paul pastor, who wi ||l be pr
Say?6é with the scr {9pthewamomtingatBethi ng of Ma |
any. Afterwards, there will be a potluck luncheon in the fellowship hall.

Help Needed

Wedre | ooking for some h eperpon operatiomdovaiteprg t
approach. We need some talented graphically thinking people to be part of fhis tec
Computer skills are not necessarily required, but some on the team will need them. If
have experience in graphic design, photo editing, or other related skill, or if youljust thi
in a visual way, we need you! Please contact Pastor Brian if you have an interept in se
in this area.




