
descendants. Godôs will 

was that Abrahamôs 

progeny, thus blessed, 

would then prove the 

instrument whereby ñall 

the families of the earth 

s h a l l  b e 

blessedò (Gen esi s 

12:3b). The history to 

date of the problematic 

relationships between the 

peoples of the three 

Abrahamic faiths indi-

cates that we have a long 

way to go towards realiz-

ing Godôs ultimate vision 

of a blessing for all 

earthly families via the 

heirs of Abraham. 

A seminal insight 

from this Bible study 

recalls that Abraham had 

to leave the land of his 

forebears in order to 

claim the promises of 

God. So too, in a spiri-

tual way, it is incumbent 

upon all those who 

would claim Abraham as 

their progenitor in faith, 

to follow his lead of 

trusting Godôs vision for 

the future. To find our-

selves in that ultimate 

reality whereby all the 

people of the world are 

blessed, we, like Abra-

ham, may need to dwell 

upon our future, rather 

than staying put in the all

-too-familiar territory of 

the past. The challenge 

of peace requires that 

Abrahamôs people, of 

whatever tradition, claim 

the faith and trust in 

Godôs vision for the fu-

ture that Abraham dem-

onstrated. Only then will 

we truly manifest in our 

being the blessing to the 

world that God wills. 

 

Grace and peace to you, 

David A. Goodpasture, 

D.Min. 

 

Pray for the 

peace of Jerusa-

lem. ï Psalm 122:6a 

I was delighted to 

have the privilege re-

cently of preaching 

Homecoming services at 

the very first pastorate I 

served some twenty 

years ago. The Zion 

United Methodist Church 

in Spotsylvania Court-

house, Virginia was es-

tablished and the historic 

sanctuary built a couple 

of years before the be-

ginning of the Civil War. 

During the battles of 

Chancellorsville and 

Spotsylvania Courthouse 

it served as a field hospi-

tal, its thick masonry 

walls echoing the an-

guished cries of hun-

dreds of wounded and 

dying soldiers. 

During the Home-

coming celebration, it 

was great for Jannette 

and me to see everyone, 

particularly those per-

sons we had known pre-

viously, and to introduce 

them to Grace and 

Louise. It was also won-

derful to learn of the 

breadth of ministries the 

congregation is involved 

with today and to see the 

growth and changes 

since those earlier days. I 

joked with my friends at 

Zion that they had al-

ways been a resilient 

congregation, having 

survived both the Civil 

War and the years of my 

pastoral leadership! 

The history of the 

Zion Church goes back a 

long way ï 158 years. 

For a few days during 

the month of October I 

will have an opportunity 

to visit a place that goes 

all the way back, back to 

the mother church in 

Jerusalem, founded 

through the power of the 

Holy Spirit on the Day of 

Pentecost following the 

resurrection and ascen-

sion of Jesus Christ. For 

ten days I will be partici-

pating in a Christian 

study mission to the 

Holy Land (Israel and 

the Palestinian territo-

ries) examining some of 

the religious and political 

dynamics within that 

region that exercise such 

a profound influence 

throughout the wider 

world. 

I will be part of a 

group of ten United 

Methodist pastors from 

the United States visiting 

a number of holy sites 

and other places relevant 

to the political and secu-

rity concerns of the area. 

We will meet with repre-

sentatives of a variety of 

religious traditions, po-

litical persuasions, and 

professions in an effort 

among us all to promote 

better understanding and 

dialog around some of 

the divisive issues that so 

bedevil the peoples of 

that region and the 

world. Our itinerary in-

cludes meetings with 

Israeli and Palestinian 

journalists and authors, 

clerics and religious 

leaders, politicians serv-

ing in the Palestinian 

Authority and the Israeli 

Knesset, and with secu-

rity personnel from the 

military and police. 

In the ñInvitation to 

the Old Testamentò class 

that I am leading on 

Wednesday nights here 

at St. Paul, we have been 

examining how the three 

great monotheistic faiths 

ï Judaism, Christianity, 

and Islam ï all trace their 

roots back to the person 

of Abraham and the 

covenant that God estab-

lished with him and his 

descendants. However, 

each of the three faith 

traditions claims ancestry 

from Abraham for differ-

ent reasons and for dif-

ferent ends. 

Godôs promise to 

Abraham included a 

blessing to him and his 
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§ Articles are due by the 

20th of each monthñ

drop them by the office 

or e-mail to newslet-

ter@stpaulvaumc.org. 

§ Great way to let every-

one else know what your 

group is doing! 

§ The largest distribution 

of information that the 

church produces 
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markable moving and unfor-

gettable presentation features 

AOTôs period instrument 

ensemble,  Ignoti Dei Orches-

tra, five AOT soloists, Vir-

ginia Tech Chamber Singers, 

and Handelôs original 1742 

orchestration.  This produc-

tion is being directed by our 

own Tim Nelson.  Tickets go 

on sale on November 26th. 

Americaôs First 

Staged Messiah 

Monday, December 10 

7:30 pm 

Sponsored by the Virginia 

Tech School of the Arts 

(directed by Tim Nelson) 

 

American Opera Theaterôs 

Messiah is Americaôs first 

staged production of Handelôs 

dramatic oratorio.  This re-

First Thursday Fellowship Luncheon 

Messiah 

Gospel in song!  

The next First Thursday 

Fellowship Luncehon will be 

on Thursday, October 4th be-

ginning at 11:30 am, begin-

ning with a devotional and 

Communion, lunch at 12:00 

noon followed by a perform-

ance by the Joy Singers.  The 

menu for October is:  meat-

loaf, green beans, potato 

wedges, rolls, banana pud-

ding, coffee and tea.  The cost 

is $4.00.  Come out for a great 

time of good food and fellow-

ship! 
Good food and  

fellowship  
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October 

Birthdays 
 

Reba Ellen Worrell ï  2 

Cathy Nester ï  2 

Ken Farrar ï  2 

Edi Bravo ï  3 

Ruth Shelor ï  5 

Doris Nixon ï  7 
Janet Shelburne ï  12 

Junior King ï  11 

Bea Matney ï  12 

Ann Rhudy ï  14 

Bettie Moran ï  18 

Randy Sherman ï  21 

Harvey Sowers ï  24 

Harold Linkous ï  25 

Dorothy Meredith ï  25 
Patrick Cox ï  27 

Ed Sherman ï  27 

Mike Byrd ï  27 

Charge Conference 

The annual St. Paul 

Charge Conference will be 

held Monday, Oct. 29, 7:30 

PM in the  Fellowship Hall. 

Dr. Steve Hundley, Roanoke 

District Superintendent, will 

preside at this annual meet-

ing where we as a congrega-

tion take stock of our past 

and present and prepare for 

the year to come. By our 

United Methodist Book of 

Discipline, members of the 

St. Paul Administrative 

Board plus our retired pastors 

constitute the voting member-

ship of the Charge Confer-

ence. All members and 

friends of St. Paul are invited 

to attend. Steve Hundley will 

lead us in conversation 

around our congregational 

plan for evangelism in 2008. 

St. Paul helping with Sidney UMC Revival 

The Bells of St. Paul and 

Rev. Goodpasture will be at 

Sidney UMC Revival.  Jean 

Nelson will lead our hand-

bell choir, The Bells of St. 

Paul, as they share in a Re-

vival Service, Sunday, Octo-

ber 7 at 7:00 PM at the Sid-

ney United Methodist Church 

in Riner. David Goodpasture 

is the Revival preacher for 

Sunday, Oct. 7 and Monday, 

Oct. 8 (both services at 7:00 

PM). 

 Directions from St. Paul 

UMC: West on Main Street 

(Route 8) through Riner. Two 

miles past Auburn High 

School, turn right on Camp 

Carysbrook Road. Go ap-

proximately one-and-a-half 

miles. Sydney Church is on 

the left. 

MCEAP Update 

Melanie Collins, adminis-

trator of Montgomery County 

Emergency Assistance Pro-

gram, made an appeal in re-

cent weeks to the community 

because supplies at the 

MCEAP Food Pantry were 

nearly exhausted. She is 

pleased to report that the 

shelves have now been able to 

be restocked and expresses 

her appreciation for the re-

sponse of numerous individu-

als, and especially a gift of 

$5,150 from the St. Paul 

United Methodist Church and 

a large contribution from the 

ownership of Wadesô Super-

market. 

As we are heading now 

into the winter season, the  

probability of house fires with 

resulting family displacement 

portends a need for contribu-

tions to MCEAP of household 

items: furniture and appli-

ances  (in good working or-

der), bed frames, mattresses, 

blankets and linens, kitchen-

ware, dishes, etc.  Also, fall 

and winter clothing is now 

being received for the cloth-

ing closet. 

For anyone unfamiliar 

with the workings of 

MCEAP, Melanie would be 

delighted to offer a tour of the 

various operations at their 110 

Roanoke Street location (381-

1561). 



This fall has begun with a 

flurry of activity.  We have 

had amazing opportunities to 

show the community what 

weôre all about.  The booth at 

the Wilderness Trail Festival 

was a success, as we gave out 

quite a bit of material about 

the church and talked with 

enthusiasm about who we are.  

The neighborhood cookout 

gave us another chance to 

share who we are with those 

around us that are not part of 

our congregation so far. 

While these are great 

events, they cannot be the 

only place that we share our 

excitement about the ministry 

and mission of St. Paul.  Each 

day, as we go about our daily 

lives, we need to carry with us 

that enthusiasm and excite-

ment.  If we express these 

positive feelings toward our 

programs and outreaches, 

people will want to be a part 

of what weôre doing.  On the 

reverse, if we downplay or 

speak negatively about what 

weôre doing, then people will 

have no interest in joining the 

ranks of the wonderful people 

here at St. Paul.  Keep in 

mind that reputation takes 

years to build and seconds to 

destroy.  Everything we do 

does one or the other. 

Keep the faith.  St. Paul is 

poised on the brink of amaz-

ing things.  I fully believe that 

if we pull closer together and 

support each other in the vari-

ety of ministries that we do, 

both internal and external, 

then we canôt help but grow.  

Weôve seen signs of it al-

ready, for weôve had several 

visitors in the last month that 

have been warmly welcomed 

and encouraged.  Letôs keep 

the encouraging words flow-

ing, the mutual support 

strengthening, and the for-

ward momentum rolling.  We 

have a wonderful job to do 

together sharing the love and 

peace of Jesus Christ.  What 

an awesome thing to be doing 

as a congregation! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 

 

sings for worship service 

about once a month, and 

visit nursing homes. 

Joy Singers -  Made up 

of mostly retired 

folk.  This group travels 

on the church bus and 

sings for area Nursing/

Retirement homes. They 

meet on Tuesday morn-

ings at 10:15 am. 

Handbell Choir - For anyone 

interested in ringing hand-

bells.  They ring for wor-

ship service once a month 

as well as going to other 

churches occasionally.  

Rehear sa ls  are  o n 

Wednesday evenings at 

6:30 pm. 

Brass Choir -  This group 

plays for special occasions 

at worship services and 

There is a place for you! 
 

Chapel Choir  - Sing for 8:45 

worship service. Rehears-

als at 6:15 pm on Wednes-

day evenings. 

Chancel Choir - Sing for 

11:00 worship service. 

Rehearsals at 7:30 pm on 

Wednesday evenings..     

Gospel Choir - Sing Gospel 

style music and sing at 

worship services about 

once a month.  Also, the 

group goes to retirement 

homes and other events.  

Rehearsals at 6:30 pm on 

Sunday evenings. 

Childrenôs Choir - Childrenôs 

choir for ages 5 thru 5th 

grade.  They meet on 

Thursday evenings at 6:00 

for rehearsals.  This group 

rehearse on an as 

needed schedule.  If 

you play a brass instru-

ment you are invited to 

join this group. 

Praise Band - This group is 

the musical lead for the 

Sunday evening worship 

service, and rehearses on 

Thursdays at 7:30pm.  

Music is a mixture of con-

temporary, traditional, and 

gospel music.  Anyone 

who likes to sing or play 

an instrument is welcome. 

 

As you can see, no mat-

ter what your age there is a 

place for you in one of our 

choirs.  

Associated News 

The Music Ministry at St. Paul 

ing Cub Scouting into our 

church and community.  Pack 

145 is proud to have 26 new 

scouts!  You will see over 57 

Tiger, Wolf, Bear and Webe-

los Scouts attending den and 

pack meetings in St. Paulôs 

Activity Building this year.   

Octoberôs theme is ñDown 

on the Farmò.  What grows on 

many farms in this area?  

Corn!  And, October is Cub 

Scoutingôs major fundraiser, 

Trailôs End Popcorn, which 

allows PACK 145 to partici-

pate in many camping activi-

ties throughout the year.  If 

you missed the Cub Scouts 

selling popcorn on September 

29th and would like some deli-

cious popcorn, call the Pop-

corn Kernal at 381-1077, to 

place an order.  Thank you for 

your support. 

Cub Scout Pack 145 Update 

 
Thank you to St. Paul 

UMC Menôs Group for allow-
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ñWe have a 

wonderful job 

to do together 

sharing the love 

and peace of 

Jesus Christ.ò 


