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From t he Pastor 6s St uwy

0God is light and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we_have
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and.do not
do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light,

we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of JesUS A" Son
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, HENIHGE is faitt-
ful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from &ihRk§RERDUS?

ness. 6 91 John 1:5b Christmas Store 3

. . . .Wednesday Nighss
Author Mary Ann Bird has written the following about -a l'fl—Gromecoming 3

altering experience that happened to her as asghaxider: Communion 4

| grew up knowing that | was different, and | hated it. | wesySperakvith 4
a cleft palate, and when | started school, my classmatesrazader Hwigar=o
me how | looked to others: a little girl with a misshapemdipcistadkeds

nose, lopsided teeth, and garbled speech. Military 7
When school mates asked, oF%RIZYEEpper
| 6d fallen and cut it on HPNgdbdcd of

able to have suffered an accident than to have been borfO4H&IRMR. | whis

convinced that no one outside my family could love me. TrunkorTreat 8
] Va Advocate 9
There was, however, a teacher in the second grade Wwhor. yye.all adoreg

Mrs. Leonard. She was short, roudd, Spagying lady. Children 10
Annually we had a hear i ng Conmeugicatién.ll Mr s
one in the class, and finally it was my tdroml kastvyears UMW 11

that as we stood against the door and covered one ear, thgpdeRober sitting

at her desk would whisper something, and we would h#&vezt® repeat i

backdt hi ngs | i ke 0The sky is bluedé or
(Continued on pag®)
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waited there for those words God must have put into her mouth, those

seven words that changed my life. Mrs. Leonard said,
ol wish you were my | itt]l

A life-altering experience awaits each one of us whe

come to the Lord in faith, trust, and repentance. Bec
God says to every person
my daughterd or o0l wish Y

Grace and peace to you in Christ,

David Goodpasture, D.Min.

CHURCH WIDE SOCIAL
October 12, 2008 Come and join us! The Open Door

Sunday School class invites you to attend a church wigle so-

cial, October 12, 2008 during the Sunday Schoad Bots
am to 10:45 amAll are welcome to join us for good fog
and good fellowshiplf you would like to bring a dish ft(
share, you mayPlease feel free to just stop by for a f
minutes, or come and stay the entire tilhgou have any
guestions, please call Amy Price aB8&8.
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Montgomery County Christmas Store

It is getting that time again. We, at St. Paul Church contribute to the Montgomery Coul
Christmas by donating money to purchase hams for the families who benefit from this nr
sion. Our goal is $3,000 and $10 will purchase one ham '

You may make checks payable to St. Paul UMC and m-
for oOoOhamsbo. '

Wednesday Nights Begin

Our Wonderful Wednesdays have started. Come join us for dinner at 6:00pm, fqllowed
activities from 6:30 to 7: 45, This |yea
exciting new curriculum from Cokesbury that focuses on relationship building based
Biblical principles. All youth are invited to participate in a-fpmutbed Bible study lpd

by Pastor Brian that tackles some tough issues such as home life, dating, why| bad tt
happen, tough choices, and poverty. Our adult study this fall will be led by Pagtor Da
and begin with a study of the Psalms. Of course, all choir and bell members arg welcc
to enjoy the dinner before rehearsal. Additionally, feel free to use Wednesday [night a
supper as a meeting time for any grfoup
share, a common interest, or even card games and fellowship groups, all are inyited to
Wednesday as a common time to meet.

Homecoming

We will be observing Homecoming at St. Paul on Sunday, November 16th. Our gu
preacher will be Rev. Art Wingfield at both worship services. We will have adsivered
luncheon at 12 noon in the fellowship hall. Mark your calendars and plan to be with us
this special Sunday.
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Communion Offering

Where does your Communion Offering go?

During the Month of August we gave assistance in the amount of $1,415 to 21 {families
the Christiansburg area. This has helped these families keep their electric on, fdod on 1
table, a place to live and in other ways where there is need. Your special Communion
fering makes this possible. Thank you.

Lay Speaking Training Event

The Fall Lay Speaking Ministries training event will be held at Thrasher Memorial UMC
Vinton on Friday evening, October 24 and Saturday, October 25. Your registration cov
all materials, snacks and a continental breakfast and lunch on Saturday. Cost: $25 for
Class and $30 for Advanced Class.

The Lay Speaking Ministries Basic Cours€ GBOD required cours@he first step in
becoming a recognized Lay Speaker, this required orientation focuses on the three prir
areas of Lay Speaking: leading, caring and communicating. It is designed to help yol
swer the question, o0ls God calling you
in ministries of witness, nurture or o
may answer that call through worship leadership or participation, preaching, witness
teaching, leading, serving, personal faith and lifestyle. Youth are encouraged to attenc
class and bring their perspective, gifts and graces to what God is calling us to do to fur
his Kingdom.

Lay Speakers Lead In Prayed This class is for the many people to whom prayer re-
mains a mystery, and praying in public

church.

Lay Speakers Lead in Mission Outreacld This advanced course helps lay speakers un-
derstand the role of mission outreach in relationship to the vision and ministry of tr

church. The text reflects this in it t
Century. o

Any questiorns Contact Bently Wood at 38871
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Fast for the Hungry in October

The United Methodist Men of St. Paul will sponsor@lang communi ty oW
to benefit MCEAP, the Montgomery County (VA) Emergency Assistance Progran
MCEAP operates a Food Bank that feeds hungry people in our area. http://civic.bev.ne
mceap/

The fast answers the call "To share [our] bread with the hungry" and to care for the pc
(I sa. 58: 7). Fasting for a day hel ps wus
children endure every week.

How do | participate?

1. Read all the information below and follow the rules.

2. Encourage your family and members of the community to join.

3. Make your donation of at | east $12 (
payable to 0St. Paul UMCO6 and write o0UM
What are the rules?

1. Consult your Doctor if you have any questions about the health effects of fasting.

2. Oln Wednesday, 15 October, eat normally until after lunch, but do not eat an even
meal.

3. After lunch on Wednesday you should take only water.

4. Drink plenty of water, but only water.

5. On Thursday, 16 October, continue taking only water until your evening meal.
6. Break the fast Thursday evening with a modest meal, prayer, and reflection.

Note: If you wish to support the fast but need to eat for health reasons, please join
youdre able and with your prayers and d

Fasting Notes

- Many of the miracles the early Church witnessed happened because of the foundation
prayer and fasting.

- Fasting shows that we mean business, demonstrating our commitment.

- Bet patient. Fasting, like prayer, is not always answered immediately or in the way we
pect.

- God gives us what we need, not always what we want.
The OoOWi dowdés Fasto is based on o0Th-46. Wi d

God bless us as we enrich our faith and help the community!
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Associated News

|l tds that time of year again when the ¢
the carefully planted flowers wilt, the green leaves change to a variety of orange, red,
yell ow hues, and our schedules seem to
great time of year to live in Christiansburg, with its crisp mountain air and its hardwo
forest beauty. Let each of us find time to look up and look out, truly seeing the wonder
Godds creation that surrounds wus here.
keep us so focused and take a breath ju
handiwork in the amazing fabric of the world around us. Give God glory for the intricat
designs found all around us. Give God praise for the connections with others we are
blessed with.

These connections with others are what truly make life rich. The incredible beauty aro
us may remind us of Godds hand and powe
many aspects of our lives. How many times has someone given us a smile, pat on the |
card, or covered dish just at the righ
through others. Letds each strive to |
finding time to be with each other. Feel free to use the upcoming opportunities at chur
to do this, for we have several social events on the upcoming calendar, and Wedne:
nights are just begging to be used for social interaction. In order to increase connecti
with others, why not invite someone you
to a family that you havendt met yet?

God puts people in front of us each day for a reason. Let us share our love of God with
whom we meet, even i f 1tds that person
kind of day someone is having, and a kind word given in love may just be what they n
to turn a bad day around. Invite your friends and neighbors to 8Harclorship and

for special events. If we all work together on our relationships, St. Paul will continue to
and increase to be the wonderful place that it is.

What has God done in your life today? Celebrate it with others. Thank God for what G
has done!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Brian
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Loved Ones Serving in the Military

We would like to update our listing of military personnel with connections to the| St. Pa
congregation. If you have a loved one that you would like to notify us about, please c
write, or email the church office. Information such as name, branch of military, rank, loce
tion where stationed, and address would be helpful.. Thank you.

Ny

4 A

Blood Screening

The Rotary Club will sponsor a blood screening on Saturday, October 18;16:80 am
am at Montgomery Regional Hospital. Every test includes:

A/G Ratio, Albumin, Alkaline Phosphatase, BUN, BUN /Creatinine Ratio, Calcium, Chlo
ride, Cholesterol, Creatinine, GGT, Globulin, Clucose (Blood Sugar), Hematocrit, Hem
globin, HDL Cholesterol, Iron, LDH, LDL Cholesterol, LDL/HDL Ratio, Osmolality,
Phosphorus, Potassium, RBC, Red Blood Indices (MCV, MCH, MCHC), SGOT, SGP’
Sodium, Total Bilirubin, Total Cholesterol, Total Protein, Triglycerides, Uric Acid, VLDL
WBC.

Total Cost is $35 for all tests. You may pay by check or cash.
Preregister by phone at SE2I88.

Walkins will be accepted after 9:00 am. Fast for 12 hours before your test.

Help Needed

Wedre | ooking for some h eperpon operationdovaiteam t
approach. We need some talented graphically thinking people to be part of this te:
Computer skills are not necessarily required, but some on the team will need them. If:
have experience in graphic design, photo editing, or other related skill, or if you just th
in a visual way, we need you! Please contact Pastor Brian if you have an interest in se
in this area.
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What 6s gori ng on with the yout

Here are the upcoming junior youth activities for the month of October:

October 10tFd Youth Movie Nigh® 7:008 9:00 pm

October 18th Fall Festival & Haunted Hayride at Camp Alta Mons

October 26th6:00 prmd All Saints Day party at St. Paul

October 26th7:00 pm- Trunkdn-Treat at St. Padljoint adventure with the Boy Scouts

Hope to see you there,
Amy Price & Bently Wood

NEW!' o¥fr-itné&at o

Chil drends Hall oween Party
Sunday, October 26

Join us as we kick off the evening at 6:00 p.m. with the tradi
costume party and games in the o0Boo Zor
event ,-Ordfreank 6 which provides treats wi
adults at decorated car tr uniwe. Adult®anjoyd t
seeing the childrends costumes and com
because the kids are contained in the familiar church parking lot with familiar, trustwor
adults. And kids get lots of goodies!

Ages pre&K through 5th grade are welcome, accompanied by an adult. Bring a friend
two and get ready for a bofic time!

Sponsored by the Jr. High Youth in cooperation with Cub Pack 145. Contact Pastor Br
if you are interesteedpheimgspt&00t i ci pati ng
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Get the Virginia Advocate and be an informed United Methodlist

See firsthand who benefits from your donations of time and money through missions.

Stay informed with djp-date information on current issues affecting Virginia United
Methodists.

Gain new and exciting ideas for your c
Church section.

Di scover how Godds vision is being sha
humorous, commentary and reflections.

The Virginia Advocate newsmagazine costs only $15/year (12 issues)! Or, subscribe f
or 3 years and save$®H

Complete and clip the subscription request form below and place it, along with your p:
me nt (made out to St. Paul and mar k fo
drop by the church office.

Enter my new subscription to the Virginia Advocate.

Renew my subscription to the Virginia Advocate.

___Enclosed $15for1year _ Enclosed $25 for 2 years
Name

Address

City State Zip

Church District




