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From the Pastor’s Study

During the past few weeks, news outlets have been re-visiting
the events of last autumn’s financial scare. In September
2008, the banking systems of this country and many others
began breaking down and were in danger of causing a world-
wide financial collapse as sources of credit dried up. Many
nations, including the United States, had to resort to extreme
emergency monetary policy measures to get banks lending
again and limit the degree of overall damage to the economy.
One year later, with a feared depression narrowly averted, the
economy seems to finally be giving some indication of climb-
ing out of its now year-long recession.

As has been the case over the last year with a majority of
businesses, institutions, households, and churches, our ex-
perience as a congregation here at St. Paul UMC has been a
trying one financially. 2008 marked the first time in memory
that St. Paul fell short of paying all of its ministry, mission,
outreach, and administrative commitments represented
within our denominational apportionments. As has been the
experience at many churches, we have had to find ways to
reduce our expenditures in multiple areas, including reduc-
tions in paid staff and an overall freeze in staff salaries.

Fortunately, our financial picture, like that of the economy
generally, seems to finally be brightening a bit. That is to say,
we are not yet where we need to be, but we are a bit ahead of
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where we were at this same time last year. To pay out all our
obligations and get us back on a sound financial footing by
year’s end will require a concerted effort by our members and
friends over the final quarter of 2009. In a short time our St.
Paul Finance Committee will be mailing a letter to our con-
tributors with information about our progress through the first
nine months of the year. Included with the letter will be a 9-
month statement-of-giving for each family or individual to
check against your records. Be sure to look for this third-
quarter update coming in the mail.

In the church, we serve the noblest and grandest mission of
them all — to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma-
tion of the world. The contributions that we make together --
“our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service” — enable
it to happen. Thank you for contributing in so many ways to-
wards building a bright future for the ministries of Christ at St.
Paul United Methodist Church.

Grace and peace to you,

Paskor Danid

The Upper Room

The Upper Room guide is made available to the congtregation
bi-monthly as an aid to spiritual growth. If you have not yet
picked up the November/December issue, take one home today
for your family to use.

November

Birthdays

Elizabeth Blount—1
Charles Whitescarver—2
Julie Clark—3

Donna Chafin—4
Mary Lee Bush—5
Sue Speed—=6

Mike Gummer—7
Susan Hood—10
Joyce Kanode—10
Karen Poff—11

Ava Grayce Tucker—12
Karen Birchfield—13
Alan Sherman—16
Beulah Claflin—18
Greg Thompson—19
Pat Paxton—20

Terri Mitchell—21
Jordan McCoy—22
Matt Birchfield—23
Kris Peter—24

Nora Tucker—25
Bruce Schleicher—25
Sandy Cox—27

Kady Cox—29

Bill Lyons—30
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Stewardship Thoughts -- Tom Bell

Here is the tenth of the 12 “Qualities of a Christian Steward.” Being November, we think
of Thanksgiving and the bounty of the harvest. It is important to also remember the sacri-
fice that early settlers had to make in order to create communities in the ‘new world.” May
we be moved to make appropriate sacrifices of what bounty, gifts, or blessings have come
to us so that we might help create the communities of God’s Kingdom, the world made
new!

A Christian steward sacrifices.

Christian stewards follow Jesus' teaching to sacrifice what they have out of gratitude for
their many blessings (Mark 12:41-44).

Truly 1 tell yon, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For
all of them have contributed ont of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had,
all that she had, all she had to live on Mark 12:43-44).

Communion Offering

Where does your Communion Offering go? During the month of September we gave
$1,019 to 24 families in the Christiansburg area. This has helped these families keep their
electric on, food on their table, a place to live and in other ways where there is need. Your
special Communion offering makes this possible. Thank you.
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A Caring Community

We are A Caring Community of people whom God has richly blessed! What a joy this is as
we care for one another and share God’s love as a Church Family! I am grateful for each of
you and for the faith we share together.

On Sunday, November 22nd, as the Minister of Discipleship Care I will be preaching at
both services. The scripture for that day will be Luke 5:17-26 and the title of the sermon
will be “A Helping Hand.” The sermon will emphasize the simple fact that we all need a
little help in our faith’s development, and that we are in this world’s experience together. A
basic statement of faith and faith!

As a way to follow up on this sermon theme, that same Sunday evening from 6 to 8 pm,
there will be a session for discussion and planning on our life together as A Caring Com-
munity! We will gather with some simple refreshments and begin to consider the ways in
which we are “a caring community,” and how to build upon that idea as we care for one
another, and reach out to others who may need our concern and care.

At this point, what we are considering are the needs around us and ways of addressing
those needs in a simple, easy and on-going manner. To be more obvious in our care and
concern, and at the same time, to make it a free and natural way of being a Church Family
in sharing our faith, hope and lovel!

I hope you will join with us on Sunday evening, November 22nd from 6 to 8 pm in The
Willing Workers” Classroom. If you are interested and would like more information, I will
be delighted to talk with you. And if you have a desire to be present with us, if you will let
us know, we will have some goodies ready for you.

This is an exciting way for us to care for one another, and to both invite and receive new
folks into our Church Family and to share with them our faith and witness in the world!

Doug Kanney,
Minister of Discipleship Care
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Life Iine Screening

Life Line Screening is coming to your community on December 10th at the First Church
of God to perform a day of preventive screenings. In case you are unaware, stroke and vas-
cular disorders are progressive diseases, so we do suggest having these screenings every 12
months. We urge you to take these steps to protect your health and the health of those you
love. Screenings are fast, painless and offered at low cost. They involve the use of ultra-
sound technology, and they scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries
which can lead to a stroke, aortic aneurysms which can lead to a rupture, and plaque
buildup in the arteries in the legs, which is a strong predictor of heart disease. Also offered
for men and women is a bone density screening to assess their risk for osteoporosis. The
screenings take about 90 minutes to complete. Our complete Wellness package includes
the Stroke/Carotid Artery, Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, Ankle Brachial Index (hardening
of the arteries, which is Peripheral Arterial Disease) and the Osteoporosis bone mass den-
sity screening. This Wellness package is only $129.00. Sign up for the Atrial Fibrillation
screening (an EKG for an irregular heartbeat) and pay only $149.

Appointments spaces are limited and pre-registration is required.

Sign up now by calling toll free to 1-888-653-6441.

Montgomery County Christmas Store

It is getting that time again. We, at St. Paul Church contribute to the Montgomery County
Christmas Store by donating money to purchase hams for the
families who benefit from this mission. Our goal is $3,000 and
$10 will purchase one ham. You may make checks payable to St.
Paul UMC and mark for “hams”.
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United Methodist Women

St Paul United Methodist Women are gearing up for another year. We finished 2009 as a
SIX STAR unit by meeting all of our district requirements for mission giving. We are be-
ginning our new year with 70 members but would like to increase that number, so please
consider becoming a part of our unit if you are not currently a member.

To continue our support for local missions we will be having a SOUP & SANDWICH

LUNCHEON on November 15th following the 11 am service. Everyone knows what
good cooks we have here at St Paul so plan to join us for lunch and taste each pot of soup
that will be served. The donations that are received will go for local mission work in our
community.

Thank you all for the support that you give to our UMW and our mission work.

If you have any questions please call (731-1402) or e mail garypatsysparks@verizon.net.

Church Choir Schedule

The Joy Singers: Tuesday—10:00 am in the Choir Room
Children’s Choir: Wednesday—06:00 pm in the Choir Room
Chapel Choir: Wednesday—7:30 pm in the Choir Room
Chancel Choir: Wednesday—7:30 pm in the Choir Room
Bells of St. Paul: Wednesday—©6:30 pm in the Bell Room
Gospel Choir: Sunday - 6:30 pm in the Choir Room
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The Tuesday Morning Prayer Service

What an exciting time we are having in our Prayer Group on Tuesday mornings! As we
express concern and pray for those on our Congregational Concerns List, we become
aware of the various needs of our congregation, our families and our friends. We pray for
them on behalf of our Church Family and in response for those who have placed their
names before us.

As our list has grown, it is not easy to keep up with all of these folks, and so we are asking
those of you who have requested we pray for them, to let us know how they are doing. In
this way, we can keep up with their needs and cares.

If you will please do this, it will be of tremendous help to us and will assist us in our prayers
and outreach to our members, families and friends. For on Tuesdays we bring up to date (if
possible) the condition of those on our list. It is a helpful way for us to be reminded of
their needs. We are trying to follow up our prayers with some contact with the persons for
whom we are praying.

And in the near future we hope to regularly update our list, so that it will change according
to the needs of those for whom we are praying. We will add to and remove names from the
list on a regular basis, according to the information we have and receive from you. So you
can help us tremendously by keeping us informed. In this way, we can respond more di-
rectly to the needs expressed.

We want to thank you for your support of the Prayer Service and for your prayers for those
of us who are praying for you and for others.

Doug Kanney, Minister of Discipleship Care (on behalf or the Prayer Group)

Communion at Wheatland

In our Fall activities and Congregational Care Events, one of the most meaningful and en-
joyable is the monthly Communion Service held at The Wheatland Residential Center
Chapel the Monday after the first Sunday.

Please join us as we celebrate The Lord’s Supper with some of our St. Paul members and
friends at Wheatland. It is a wonderful time of worship and fellowship together!
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Virginia Adyocate

Get the Virginia Advocate and be an informed United Methodist!

e See who benefits from your stewardship of time and money through our church’s mis-
sion work

e Stay informed with up-to-date information on issues affecting Virginia United Method-
ists.

¢ Gain new ideas for your church from others’ success stories in the Local Church news
section.

e Discover how God’s vision is being shared through commentary from Bishop
Kammerer and others.

The Virginia Advocate costs only $15 for 12 issues. Or, you can subscribe for 2 or 3 years
and save $5-$9.

Complete and clip the subscription request form below and place it, along with your pay-
ment (made payable to St. Paul and mark for “Advocate”) and place in the offering plate or
drop by the church office.

Enter my new subscription to the Virginia Advocate

Renew by subscription to the Virginia Advocate

Enclosed $15 for 1 year _ $25for2years __ $36 for 3 years
Name
Address
City State Zip

Church District






