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Actor Kevin Bacon recounted when his then six-year-old son 

saw the movie Footloose for the first time: 

He said, òHey, Dad, you know that thing in the movie 

where you swing from the rafters of that building? 

Thatõs really cool! How did you do that? 

I said, òWell, I didnõt do that part é it was a stunt 

man.ó 

òWhatõs a stunt man?ó he asked. 

òThatõs someone who dresses like me and does things 

I canõt do.ó 

òOh,ó he replied and walked out of the room looking a 

little confused. 

A little later he said, òHey, Dad, you know that thing in 

the movie where you spin around on that gym bar and 

land on your feet? How did you do that?ó 

I said, òWell, I didnõt do that. It was a gymnastics dou-

ble.ó 

òWhatõs a gymnastics double?ó he asked. 

òThatõs a guy who dresses in my clothes and does 

things I canõt do.ó 

There was silence from my son. Then he asked in a 

concerned voice, òDad, what did you do?ó 

(Continued on page 2) 
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òI got all the glory,ó I sheepishly replied. 

That, my friends, is the nature of the grace of God in our 

lives. Jesus Christ took our sin upon himself and did what 

we couldnõt do. We stand forgiven and redeemed and bask 

sheepishly triumphant in Jesusõ glory. 

Sunday morning worship is the best opportunity we have to 

celebrate the victory that is ours in Jesus. Be sure to make 

the most of it ð and invite a friend to join you in the experi-

ence! 

 

Grace and peace to you, 

Pastor David  

(Continued from page 1) 

September 
Birthdays 

 

Joyce Randallð1 

Howard Gardnerð1 

Ruth Gregoryð2 

Jack Poffð3 

Jon Thomasð3 

Katherine Harrisonð3 

Ellie Wadeð3 

Erica Williamsð6 

Sue Croyð7 

Beth Chrismanð10 

Janet Schleicherð11 

Katherine Shermanð12 

Allison Shermanð12 

Bill Payneð15 

Faye Chrismanð15 

Brandy McCoyð17 

Taylor Cecilð17 

Bobbie Akersð18 

Harold Akersð18 

Ron Barrettð21 

Butch Phillipsð21 

Marjorie Vitaleð22 

Dolores Brockenbrough-23 

Jackie Buhrdorfð26 

Sonny Speedð26 

Jim Moranð28 

Orientation Classes for Newcomers 

Persons who are interested in learning more about St. Paul 

United Methodist Church are invited to attend three Sunday 

morning classes on September 21 and 28 and October 5, 

10:00-10:45 AM, in Room 104 of the Education wing (enter 

off of alley on the west side of the main building and go 

downstairs). We will be looking at fundamentals of the 

Christian faith, distinctive of our United Methodist heritage, 

the broad range of ministry  opportunities at St. Paul UMC, 

and church membership. Please notify the church office of 

your interest in participating 
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Wednesday Nights Begin 

Our Wonderful Wednesdays are starting again in September.  Come join us for dinner at 

6:00pm, followed by activities from 6:30 to 7:45.  This year, our childrenõs program will 

feature òRock Solid,ó an exciting new curriculum from Cokesbury that focuses on relation-

ship building based on Biblical principles.  All youth are invited to participate in a youth-

focused Bible study led by Pastor Brian that tackles some tough issues such as home life, 

dating, why bad things happen, tough choices, and poverty.  Our adult study this fall will 

be led by Pastor David and begin with a study of the Psalms.  Of course, all choir and bell 

members are welcome to enjoy the dinner before rehearsal.  Additionally, feel free to use 

Wednesday night after supper as a meeting time for any group that wants to meet.  If 

thereõs a special skill to share, a common interest, or even card games and fellowship 

groups, all are invited to use Wednesday as a common time to meet. 

Upcoming Event 

St. Paul Chicken Barbecue and Nebraska Corn Husker 

Roast (roast corn on the cob) will be September 27th!  Dona-

tions will be needed for the dinner and folks will be needed to 

barbecue and serve chicken. Look for sign-up sheets beginning 

September 7th.  It will be a fun day of fellowship with all pro-

ceeds going to St. Paul  

 

1st Thursday Luncheon 

Our first First Thursday Luncheon for the fall will be September 4.  This year, weõre modi-

fying the time a little bit, beginning our devotion at 11:45, eating at noon, and end with a 

half-hour program at 12:30.  The program in September is being led by Sue Farrar with 

CHIP, who will be discussing transportation options for the needy in the New River Valley.  

If you have a topic youõd like to hear about, or a special skill youõd like to share, please con-

tact Pastor Brian (associate@stpaulvaumc.org). 
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New Sunday School Year Begins For Children 

Promotion Sunday was August 24th and our new year of LIVE BIG (www.ilivebig.com) 

starts September 6th so donõt miss another exciting year of your favorite kids as they share 

the message of God and his son Jesus.  Invite someone who does not attend a Sunday 

School class to attend a childrenõs class so they too can learn about Living Big for God!  If 

you have any questions about the right class for your child please call Bently Wood at 540-

392-4671 or the Church Office.  Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 19:14-15.  òLet the 

little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom 

of heaven belongs.  And he laid his hands on them and went on his way.ó 

Do as Jesus said and bring the little children.  We will see you in Sunday School. 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY  

òA wide-open door to discipleship is being held open for each of us to take the love of Je-

sus inside the doors to peopleõs hearts.  If we will go through the door, out into the world 

in ministry to the least of these, our lives will be blessed!ó  

 ð Gloria Holt, North Alabama Conference Lay Leader, The Voice, July 2001 

The Wilderness Trail festival in Christiansburg is Saturday, Sept. 20.  St. Paul has a booth 

that requires hand crafts of some sort to be sold.  We have some items left from last year, 

plus Pastor Brianõs photography, but we still need your help in a number of ways: 

¶ We need a full schedule of people to run the booth, take money, hand out information 

about the church, and share with others about our congregation. 

¶ We need handcrafted items ð donated or otherwise.  Last year we asked a minimum of 

a 10% tithe from sales to help cover the cost of the booth ($100, already paid).  

¶ We need people to help set up and take down the booth. 

Please contact Pastor Brian at 382-2410 or associate@stpaulvaumc.org if you can minister 

in one of these important ways.  We want to take full advantage of this opportunity to 

show the community all of the great things going on at St. Paul! 
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Music Ministry  

òHow many of us stop to think of music as a wondrous magic link with God, taking some-

time the place of prayer ð when words have failed us ôneath the weight of care. 

Music, that knows no country, race or creed, but gives to each according to his need.ó 

These words were given by John Finely Williams, Founder of Westminster Choir College 

(now the School of Music of Rider University) in Princeton, New Jersey.  Music is that spe-

cial gift from God and wonderful connection that allows us to give praise to our Creator.  

Music is an integral part of worship and brings all of Godõs people together in unity of 

thought, praise and thanksgiving. 

Join your Music Ministry this season.  Join us as we create music to the glory of God and 

the enrichment of all His people.  Rehearsals will begin soon and you are most welcome 

and encouraged to be a part of the music making. 

Rehearsals begin: 

Chapel Choir (8:45 Service Choir) ð Wednesday, August 27th ð 6:15 ð 7:20 

Chancel Choir (11:00 Service Choir) ð Wednesday, August 27th ð 7:30 ð 9:00 

Sanctuary Choir (combined Chapel and Chancel Choirs; cantatas and special anthems) ð 

TBA 

Gospel Choir ð Sunday, September 7th ð 6:30 ð 7:30 

Bells of ST Paul ð Wednesday, September 3rd ð 6:30 ð 7:30           

Childrenõs Choir ð Thursday, September 18th ð 6:00 ð 7:00            

Joy Singers ð Tuesday, September 2ndñ10:15 am 

Brass of ST Paul ð as called, TBA 

Praise Band ð as called, TBA 

There is room for YOU, so come join us and make a joyful noise to the Lord.  For ques-

tions or more information please contact:  David Lee Mitchell, Minister of Music at 382-

8569 or through the church website:  www.stpaulvaumc.org; Jean Nelson (Bells) at 382-

2280; Phyllis Clarkson (Children) at 382-1461; Curtis Chrisman (Brass) at 382-9435; 

Tammy Wood (Praise Band) at 392-44681; Brian Siegle (Joy Singers) at 382-6729; church 

office at 382-2410. 
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Associated News 

People are funny creatures.  Take the weather, for example.  When itõs wet, we hope itõs dry so 

we can do things outside.  When itõs dry, we hope for rain to water the plants.  When itõs hot, 

we hope for cool weather.  When itõs cold, we wish for warmer times.  We always seem to wish 

for what we donõt have.  In the church, much of this same behavior is seen.  When weõre not 

growing, we wish for growth.  When weõre growing, we wish things were the way they were.  

When itõs busy, we wish for calmer times.  When itõs slow, we wish for more to be going on. 

Iõm guilty of this as well, for Iõm always looking for ways to improve and fine tune whatõs going 

on, sometimes even when things are going just fine.  So why is it that we never seem to be sat-

isfied where we are?  Maybe itõs our drive to excel.  Maybe itõs our human ability to reason cou-

pled with a desire to make a difference.  Maybe, itõs because we want to be in control.  Or just 

maybe, our restlessness is because we have trouble with trust every now and then.  I have to 

keep reminding myself that I need to trust in God more and more.  Itõs the only way that we 

can truly live into what God calls us to be. 

This fall, Iõm working on my papers and other requirements for Ordination in the Virginia 

Conference of the United Methodist Church.  This daunting workload will require me to be 

purposeful in planning my time, for there is ministry to help with here at St. Paul as well as the 

demands of the process of Ordination.  So Iõm going to be a working laboratory in trusting 

God and the abilities that God gave and continues to give me.  Good or bad, Iõm going to have 

to trust the One who called me to be here, with you. 

So how about when things look really strained?  Do we trust in God or try all sorts of ways to 

òsolveó our problem ourselves.  When things are good and we donõt feel stressed at all, do we 

still trust?  Iõll share with you something that I keep reminding myself of.  I believe that if God 

gives us a task, God will equip us for it.  If God gives us a mission, every detail we turn over to 

God, so we can work on the mission, will be taken care of. 

So, as this fall cranks up full steam, and our schedules get increasingly complicated and full, let 

us remember to trust God for the details while we attend to the mission of the church ð to 

make disciples for Jesus Christ.  Let us always keep in mind that God is not done with us yet.  

We have been given a task to do and a place to do it in.  Letõs truly make a difference in our 

community here in Christiansburg, and through the wider church, the world.  Itõs up to us how 

we respond to the great love and power that God gives us as a gift.  Respond in faith, hope, 

and love.  Respond in faithfulness and trust.  Godõs good for it. 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Brian 
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Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study: The Psalms 

Have you ever tossed and turned in the night worrying? Ever feel that you could do no 

wrong . . . or . . . that you could do nothing right?  Have you ever had to make a difficult 

choice and werenõt sure which way to choose? Ever wonder if God is really there for you? 

Ever been so happy you could not help but praise God? Ever been so down that you won-

dered if life is worth the trouble?  Ever reflect on the beauty and complexity of the universe 

and wondered about your place in it? If you have experienced any of these things, the Book 

of Psalms is  your kind of book.  There are the kinds of experiences, questions, and emo-

tions that are explored forthrightly in the Book of Psalms. 

Join Senior Pastor, David Goodpasture, on Wednesday evenings, 6:30-7:45 PM in the Re-

source Room (Room 102) for an 11-week series beginning September 3. Bring your Bible 

each week (study Bible preferably) for this exploration of the very human reaction to the         

words and actions of God that constitutes the Psalms. 

 

Loved Ones Serving in the Military             

We would like to update our listing of military personnel with connections to the St. Paul 

congregation. If you have a loved one that you would like to notify us 

about, please call, write, or e-mail the church office. Information such as 

name, branch of military, rank, location where stationed, and address would 

be helpful..  Thank you. 


