








ST. PAUL’S PAGES Page 4 

United Methodist Women 
Hope everyone is having a great summer and ready for fall. All of our Circles will be meet-
ing in September, so please plan to attend if you are already a member or plan to come join 
a Circle and enjoy the fellowship if you are not a member at the present time. 

Our UMW wants to say a big THANK YOU to everyone who supported our back to 
school supply drive. We collected supplies and money to purchase approximately $400 
worth  and these supplies were delivered  to Christiansburg Primary, Christiansburg Ele-
mentary and Belview Elementary. What a great response and mission we were part of for 
our county. 

On September 27th (Sunday), we will have our annual UMW Sunday Service. This will be 
at both services and our District President, Nancy Sasser, will be our guest speaker. We will 
also have some special recognitions to present that day. Following the 11:00 service, the 
UMW will host a pot luck lunch that is open to the church. Please plan to bring a dish or 
two and your family and share some great fellowship together with us. 

This year marks 140 years for United Methodist Women and we will celebrate that by each 
member giving $1.40 as “Extra Mile” giving to missions that will go to our District. We will 
collect that on UMW Sunday and invite anyone else that would like to support  this mission 
to also give on that day. 

Thank you for your support and if any questions, please call 

Patsy, President UMW 

731-1402 or 357-1402 

 

JOY SINGERS 
The First Joy Singers rehearsal will be held on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 22nd at 10:00 am in the Choir Room.  Please note new time.   
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Learning to Use My Bible 
While the gifting of Bibles to elementary students is a long-time Methodist tradition, St. 
Paul is inaugurating an exciting new program for these children – a fun-filled and educa-
tional Sunday afternoon to help the children learn to use and enjoy the new Bibles that 
were given them by the church in worship that day. 

WHAT:  Bible Adventure Day 

WHO:  All rising 3rd and 4th graders 

WHERE:  Fellowship Hall 

WHEN:  Sunday, September 20, 2008 from 1:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

The children will learn 
that the Bible is made up of many books 
to name the kinds of books contained in the Bible 
that the Bible was written by people long ago 
skill in finding specific books, chapters, verses, and stories 
skill in using the table of contents 
skill in using Bible study helps 
some ideas for continuing Bible study 
Congregational leaders will guide the children through this event.  The afternoon will also 
include games and snacks, plus a special closing worship with clergy and parents. 
Please contact Carol in the church office, 382-2410 or office@stpaulvaumc.org by Mon-
day, September 14, to register for this program and to indicate which worship service you 
will be attending for the Bible presentation on Sunday (8:45 or 11:00).  If you have ques-
tions or need further information, contact Jennifer Cooper at 381-5854 or  coop-
erjp@nrvunwired.net.. 

Be sure your child does not miss this opportunity to experience the adventure of journey-
ing through the Bible! 

“How can young people keep their way pure?   
By guarding it according to God’s word.” 
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 Fall Forums 

All New Wednesday Evenings at St. Paul provide something for everyone! 

For additional details or registration information contact the leader listed or Church Office , 3822410 

Children’s Choir     DINNER TOGETHER! 

6:00-6:45 pm in Choir Room    6:15—7:00  
pm 
NEW convenient day and time!    Donations accepted 
Led by Phyllis Clarkson    Led by Susan Harrison and Kitchen 
       crew  
Adult Choirs       

 7:30-8:30 pm  in  Choir room    Adult Bible Study 
Led by David Mitchell, Minister of Music  7:00-8:00 pm in Resource Room 
       Led by Pastor David 
Handbell Choir      
6:30—7:30 pm       
Led by Jean Nelson     Youth Program 

       7:00-8:00 pm in Sr Hi Youth Room 
Children’s Program     Led by Chris White & Jannette 

7:00-8:00 pm                           Clavez 
Led by Amanda Kraker    
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Chicken Barbecue    

                     
Remember how good the Chicken Barbecue was last year? Well, 
the Second St. Paul Chicken Barbecue is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 17th. Please mark your calendars for we will only be of-
fering the dinners and chicken on the 17th, there will be no sales 
on the 18th. There is an organizational meeting on Wednesday, September 16th . This is a 
wonderful opportunity of fellowship and a short-term commitment to benefit St. Paul. 
Things that will be needed for the dinner are: Basters and grill masters, and  folks to work 
in the kitchen, and there will be donation requests in September as well. Advance ticket 
sales will begin Sunday, October 4th. 

Communion at Wheatland 
As we begin our Fall Activities and Congregational Care Events, one of the most meaning-
ful and enjoyable is the monthly Communion Service held at The Wheatland Residential 
Center Chapel the Monday after the first Sunday. 

As we begin the Fall, Monday, September 7th at 11:30 will be our first Communion Service 
at Wheatland and will be for the interested residents and family who may be present. Please 
join us as we celebrate The Lord’s Supper with some of our St. Paul members and friends 
at Wheatland. It s a wonderful time of worship and fellowship together. 

Newsletter Options 
Would you like to receive your newsletter via e-mail?  We are still 
working on being able to sent the monthly newsletter electronically.  
We appreciate those who have responded and we will start this 
process shortly. You are welcome to use the option that suits you 
best. 
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Ladies Bible Study 
The Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study will begin on Wednesday, 
September 9th, 10:00—11:15 am in the Resource Room. The study will 
be “How Do You Walk the Walk You Talk” by Kay Arthur.   

Scouting News 
Pack 145 is gearing back up and looking forward to celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Boy 
Scouting in America.  The Cub Scouts, parents and leaders are grateful for continued support of St. 
Paul and the United Methodist Men.  We hope to continue joint projects such as the Trunk-or-
Treat, building of a campfire pit, Memorial Day Flags, Scout Sunday and more! 
 
Recruitment:  Pack 145 welcomes all boys ages 6-11 (grades 1-5) to join Cub Scouting!  We have a 
full-packed calendar of fun planned for this year and we would love to have more St. Paul members 
and their friend participate.  Please visit our website www.CubPack145.com, any Pack meeting (4th 
Tuesday of every month), or Scout Recruitment Nights at CPS/CES (9/10/09) and FBES 
(9/15/09) at 7:00 PM.  Feel free to call 381-1077 for more information! 
 
Popcorn:  Pack 145 has been able financially assisted by Trails-End Popcorn Sales.  Money is used 
to provide activities throughout the year as well as awards for all Pack 145 members.  Individual 
Cub Scouts are able to pool money into savings accounts to pay for camping opportunities.  Our 
Cub Scouts will be manning  table on Sunday, September 27th before/after church-service.  If you 
like popcorn and/or the Scouting program, please support Pack 145 with a purchase or donation!   

Bible Study Fellowship 
The Bible Study Fellowship will resume Wednesday, September 9th at Blacksburg Baptist 
Church. BSF meets Wednesday mornings, September through May. This year we will be 
studying the book of John. If you need information, call Ruth Gregory (382-6544) or Anna 
Burns (382-1888). 

 



Page 9 SEPTEMBER 2009 

Children’s Choir 
The Children’s Choir will begin on Wednesday, September 16th at   
6:00 pm in the Choir Room.  This is a new day for this group and we 
hope you will bring your children and join us! 

 

Stewardship Thoughts --  Tom Bell 
Here is the eighth of the 12 “Qualities of a Christian Steward.”  As we move from the sum-
mer/vacation period of the year to that of fall/school , it can be very helpful to be re-
minded of the need to be prayerful. 

A Christian steward is prayerful. 

Christian stewards acknowledge the greatness and goodness of God through prayer, fellow-
ship, study, worship, and reflection (Isaiah 40:28-31; Psalm 145; Jeremiah 29:11-14; John 
6:25-40; Romans 12:1-21). 

Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search 
for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart (Jeremiah 29:12-13). 

You may have noticed the article about Stewardship workshops, in the 8/16 edition of the 
“Sunday Advocate.”  As was written there, in the course of implementing the “5 Talent 
Academy” program, the Bishop and Conference leadership heard that many congregations 
have concern about their financial stewardship activity.  This led to the Conference arrang-
ing for a workshop in each District that is “designed to equip and empower the clergy and 
laity of every local church with practical skills and principles that can be transformational in 
the financial stewardship of any local church.”  Note that you, the laity, are included.  I en-
courage and welcome any of you who can and especially members of the Finance Commit-
tee, to join me in going to our District’s workshop.  It is on Sunday, Sept. 13, 3-6 p.m., at 
St. Mark’s UMC, in Daleville.  If you wish to attend but that time will not fit your schedule, 
you should check the time of workshops in other Districts (http://www.vaumc.org/
NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=836  
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An Exciting Time 
As I begin my new “job” as the Minister of Discipleship Care, I am excited about the op-
portunity I have to be in ministry with the good folks of St. Paul UMC!  I am grateful to 
David and to the Staff/Parish Committee for this chance to serve the church and to work 
with David. 

In my visits, I will be especially concerned with those of our members who are homebound 
and hospitalized, and in greeting and welcoming those who will be visiting us. I am also 
going to be visiting with some of our folks that we haven’t seen in awhile, to let them know 
that they are important, and that their well-being is also important to us. 

In time, I also home to be able to encourage some of our members to join with me in visit-
ing and caring for our church family. We will do so in an informal and easy going manner, 
simply to say that as a church family, we care for one another and that each person is          
important.  As I have often said,  “our business as the church is people!” And in caring for 
one another, we make known the presence of Christ in our midst. 

So, look for me as I make my “rounds” in and throughout the church and in the homes of 
our members and friends! For the church is that place in which God is made known to us 
as we live in community with one another. 

Doug Kanney 

Minister of Discipleship Care 

Children’s Music Classes 
Registration: September 8th from 6:00-7:00 pm at the St. Paul Activity Building. If you are 
interested in this for your child and cannot make it to the registration, just email Carolyn 
Mills at millsmusic@hotmail.com or call 382-4733.  

4th & 5th grade Keyboard, Theory and Games Class  4:15-4:45 
3rd, 4th, & 5th grade Christiansburg Community Choir & Music Reading Class 4:45-5:15 
2nd & 3rd grade Keyboard, Theory and Games Class 5:15-5:45 
K, 1st, & 2nd grade Christiansburg Community Choir & music Reading Class 5:45-6:15 
K & 1st grade Keyboard, Theory and Games Class 6:15-6:45 
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Tutoring Ministry  
It’s a new school year at Christiansburg Middle School, and you are invited to be a part of 
it… That’s right!  You can become a vital part of our successful St. Paul tutoring team, 
formed last year in partnership with this school where all children are valued, all children 
are taught, and the caring faculty/staff want the best for the children.   

One very positive way to affect students is by volunteers giving one hour each week to 
help students with their work.  There is no better way to teach a child than to have one to 
one assistance.  Every class has a few children who would benefit from this extra help.  It 
may be reviewing for a spelling test.  It may be going over math facts or helping children to 
correct their test papers. It could be just listening to a child read to you.  If you can read 
this, you are qualified!   

Times and days are flexible. Each tutor will be assigned to specific student(s) and all work 
will be prepared, so tutors only have to come with a love for children to find a very reward-
ing experience each week.  It is vital to have our volunteers for at least one semester, so 
that true progress may be seen.  Giving us a school year would be really great! 

The stated goal of St. Paul’s tutoring ministry is to send to the school volunteers who will 
give of their time in helping students improve their academic skills.  On a deeper level, 
though, the ministry exists to enrich the lives of children at that school through interaction 
with loving, supportive adults.   

Details are still being finalized, with tutoring sessions set to begin mid-September.  Is God 
calling you to just one hour per week in this important ministry? Contact Karen Poff at 382
-2887 or kpoff57@jetbroadband.com for more information or to join the tutoring team.  

With a commitment to this ministry, and God’s help,  
we will make a difference – one child at a time. 
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